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Special to Pelahatchie News

Senior patriot Jordan Porter reaches 1,000 career points.
Photos special to Pelahatchie News

ERCO wishes to thank their supporters: ..,

To our supporters, thank you for naming ERCO a Top 5 b
Rankin County Nonprofit 8 years in a row. We are truly ) . @
amazed by your love and support! We’re blessed to have =
served over 6,000 families (over 16,000 individuals) in
2024! With your continued support and our wonderful dedi- /. |
cated volunteers, we will do our best to continue reaching out \{' .o
to serve those in need.
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Congratulations Gabby Strong for winning Top Nonprofit. « -
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* Crooked Creek Animal Hospital was a finalist for Best Veterinary Hospital. Staff
member, Dr. Jenny Sowell, was also a finalist for Best Veterinarian.

This recognition is very well deserved & we pray it leads
many more to learn about your work and support it. We pray
God’s blessings on you. N
Wounded Warriors of Mississippi, The Mustard Seed, and L
Rankin County Junior Auxiliary - thank you for the work you <" 2
do. We’re honored to have been named a top nonprofit with you.

Thank you Hometown Rankin Magazine for your beautiful _" 7
Rankin County Best of the Best Red Garpet Gala event that |
showcases the tremendous work being accomplished in our
county. We’re so proud of you and appreciate your work. You "%
are a blessing to many.

Call 601-566-1932

55188y TREATING CHILDREN,
— ADULTS, AND SENIORS
UENTAL EENTER Cleanings - Fillings « Extractions

FAMILY - COSMETIC - IMPLANT Whitening . Dentures e CroWnS
501 Second Street Root Canals « Implants and More
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Mon 8a-7p, Tues 8a-5p
Wed 8a-5p, Fri 8a-12p

601-854-7478

www.mississippidentalcenter.com A C ARIN G & F RI E ND LY AT M O S PH E | 4 E

Subscribe Today!

Accepting Insurance, Medicaid,
CHIPS, and CareCredit
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Pelahatchie HS Students Dive into the Future with Lobaki VR Partnership

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School (PHS)
seniors Sam Till and Ben Burnham
are taking a giant leap into the fu-
ture of education thanks to a unique
partnership with Lobaki, a Jack-
son-based software design and de-
velopment company specializing in
virtual and augmented reality (VR/
AR) technology.

The partnership began with a
chance encounter at the Accelerate
Mississippi  Horizons Conference
back in August. PHS College and
Career Coach, Eric Brooks, met Lo-
baki’s VP of Strategic Development,
Alan Cole, and sparked a conversa-
tion about potential opportunities
for students interested in software
development.

Recognizing the potential benefits
of Lobaki’s immersive VR educa-
tional software, Brooks connected
Cole with Sam and Ben, both of
whom expressed a keen interest in
software engineering. After a series
of virtual and in-person meetings,
the students were invited to partic-

ipate in Lobaki’s Student Ambassa-
dor Program.

“During my tour of Lobaki’s stu-
dio, I was blown away by the tech-
nology,” said Brooks, who recent-
ly joined the Lobaki Ambassador
Program himself. “I experienced
firsthand how VR can transform

learning — from exploring the solar
system to building a computer in a
virtual environment.”

As Lobaki Ambassadors, Sam and
Ben will receive in-depth training on
the VR software and play a crucial
role in introducing this cutting-edge
technology to their fellow students
and teachers at PHS. The Rankin
County School District has invested
in Lobaki’s VR headsets, demon-
strating a commitment to providing
students with innovative learning

experiences. Training is set to take
place this month for our Lobaki Am-
bassadors Sam, Ben, Brooks, Eliza-
beth Luker, Health Science CTE Ed-
ucator; and Mrs. Kessie Key, CTE
Department Lead and Computer
Science CTE Educator.

“This is an invaluable opportuni-

baki

ty for Sam and Ben,” said Brooks.
“They’re not only gaining hands-on
experience with VR technology but
also getting a glimpse into their po-
tential future careers.”

Cole was equally impressed with
the students’ enthusiasm and knowl-
edge. “We were so impressed with
Sam and Ben’s passion for technol-
ogy that we offered them summer
internships at Lobaki,” he shared.
“This will be a fantastic opportu-
nity for them to further develop

their skills and contribute to our
company.”

The partnership between PHS and
Lobaki highlights the growing im-
portance of integrating technology
into education and providing stu-
dents with real-world experiences
that prepare them for the future
workforce. Ben stated, “During my
tour of Lobaki’s studio, I had the
opportunity to not only see where
the technology is created but also
to try out some of the software
firsthand. In VR, I was able to ex-
plore the solar system, take virtual
tours of American landmarks, see
Newton’s Laws in action, and even
follow step-by-step instructions
to build a computer. It’s clear that
Lobaki is helping to transform edu-
cation by making it more engaging
and offering students unique oppor-
tunities that may not be available in
a traditional classroom setting.”

As Sam and Ben embark on their
journey as VR ambassadors, they
are paving the way for a new era
of learning at Pelahatchie High
School.
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ERA Upper Band earns gold at State Clinic

Congratulations to the following East Rankin Upper Band Students for selection into the Gold Honor Band at the
2025 MAIS Bandmasters State Clinic held, January 11 on the campus of Hinds Community College in Raymond.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Front Row, L. to R: Zoey Meeks, Sara Blake Thornton, Lily Kate Kanengiser, Claire Myrick, Addie Grace Weaver, Olivia Griffing, and Claire Miller. Middle Row, L
to R: Samantha Gardner, June Carnley, Leah Collipp, Regina Zheng, Zhiyi Zheng, and Vivian Hales. Back Row, L. To R.: Lydia Collipp, Corbin Cofer, Ben Tingle,

Seth Neely, Tate Ogden, and Paige Mayatte.
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Pelahatchie ES Students Spread Kmdness Through Communlty Projects

Special to Pelahatchie News .ivr{‘" \f\@ NUJU

Students at Pelahatchie Elementa-
ry are making a significant impact
in their community with two heart-
warming kindness projects. The
Pelahatchie Junior Beta Club has
taken the initiative to create hand-
made Valentine’s cards, which will
be delivered to residents of Peach
Tree Village Assisted Living Home
in Brandon. Our students wanted
the residents to feel special and ap-
preciated. They put their creativity
to work before school started for
a few days in January to get this
completed. The results spoke for
themselves through their card cre-
ations and the kindness that was
written inside of each!

In addition to the Valentine’s card
project, the Chief Champions, a
club focused on welcoming stu-
dents and sharing kindness, are
actively collecting items to send
to troops stationed overseas for
the school’s annual Great Kind-
ness Challenge. This effort not
only supports the brave men and
women serving the country but
also fosters a sense of gratitude

dents. They also completed a
project to show their gratitude

of our community for
all they do to support
our schools.

Our second graders are
also preparing hand-
made cards to share
with  Southern Pine
linemen. Southern Pine
will  be distributing
them inside the trucks
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during the month of February.

These projects highlight the spirit
of compassion and community en-
gagement that Pelahatchie Elemen-
tary instills in its students, teaching
them the importance of giving back
and making a difference in the lives
of others.

and connection among the stu-

Bryant selected for MS Lions Band

MULTICRAFT

INTERNATIONAL
INNOVATION MULTIPLIED

4341 Hwy 80 Pelahatchie, MS 39145

COME JOIN THE MULTICRAFT TEAM
GREAT BENEFITS AND 10 PAID HOLIDAYS

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Plant Assemblers
Day and Night Shifts Available

Visit website for full job descriptions & application

\‘ I“;”’ . . /////

/ /\

www.Multicraft.com/Careers

Apply on-line or walk-ins Welcome
Resumes may be faxed to 601-854-1258
Or emailed to Patrice.bailey@multicraft.com
EOE Employer

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie Band would like to formally congratulate Kyra Bryant for being given the opportunity to be
a member of the 2025 Mississippi Lions Band. She will be joining the MS Lions Band this summer as they
prepare and travel to Orlando, Florida to perform in the International Lions Club Parade. The Pelahatchie
Band is proud of Kyra for achieving this high musical honor.
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Crooked Creek Animal Hospital features Kissing Booth Cuteness

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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MC’s Dean’s and President’s
Lists Announced for Fall 2024

The Mississippi College Office of Academic Affairs releases the Dean’s List after
the close of fall and spring semesters each academic year. To be eligible for the
Dean’s List, a student must maintain a 3.5 grade point average, based on a 4.0
system. To be eligible for the President’s List, a student must maintain a 4.0 grade
point average, based on a 4.0 system. The students must take a full course load of at
least 12 semester hours of undergraduate credit with all academic courses impact-
ing their grade point average.

Dean’s List:

Margaret Wingo of Pelahatchie (39145)
Maddie Walters of Pelahatchie (39145)
Hudson Shotts of Pelahatchie (39145)

v
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A CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

President’s List:
William Lytton of Pelahatchie (39145)
Ava Vancor of Pelahatchie (39145)

Mississippi College, affiliated with the Mississippi Baptist Convention, is a pri-
vate, co-educational, Christian university of liberal arts and sciences serving more
than 4,100 students from approximately 35 states and more then three dozen coun-
tries. Founded in 1826, MC is the oldest institution of higher learning in Mississip-
pi, one of the largest private universities in the state, and America’s second-oldest
Baptist college. MC offers 84 areas of undergraduate study, 45 degree programs
in graduate studies, more than 10 certificate programs, two educational doctoral
degrees, a doctor of jurisprudence, and a doctor of professional counseling. MC
seeks to be a university recognized for academic excellence and commitment to
the cause of Christ.

Irvin selected for All-Star team

¥y

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School’s Laterrion Irvin has been selected as a member of the Mississippi North/South All-Star Team.
He will be competing in the prestigious All-Star Game at Mississippi College on March 15 at 1:30 PM.
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Pelahatchie Library January Events

FAMILY MoVIE NIGHT
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 4:30 p.M.

WATCH A MOVIE AND ENJOY SOME SNACKS.
CALL THE LIBRARY FOR DETAILS.

~
O~

SENIOR CITIZENS SOCIAL
TuespAy, FEBRUARY 11, 11:00 A.M.

TuEesDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 11:00 A.M.

AbpuLT Book CLus

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 11:00 A.M.
DiscussING THE NEVER GAME

BY JEFFERY DEAVER

PELAHATCHIE PETALS GARDEN CLUB
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 5:30 p.M.

THE PELAHATCHIE PETALS

GARDEN CLUB MEETS THE THIRD
THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT 5:30 P.M.

i
ey

CLOTHING, GIFTS AND MORE
Q HUGE SALE! WE HAVE
B SOMETHING FOR

EVERYONE.
A ‘: \,A‘ 4
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City Beat: Mayor, Alderman meeting for January 6, 2025

By Shaun Mclnnish, Sr., City Beat
Writer, Pelahatchie News

The Mayor and Board of Aldermen for
the Town of Pelahatchie convened for

their regular meeting on Monday, Janu-
ary 6, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at Town Hall.

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance:

pecial to
Pelahatchie News
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Karl Van-
Horn, followed by the Invocation and Pledge of Alle-
giance. Roll was called, and all aldermen were present.

Residents or Visitors’ Business:
1. Fairway Liquor Store Permit:

A representative for Fairwood Foods and Fairway
Liquor Store, an associate from the Harris Law Firm,
addressed the board regarding their application for
a permit to open a liquor store in the Heritage Dis-
trict, specifically in the old NAPA Auto Parts building.
They argued that current zoning ordinances do not ex-
plicitly prohibit the establishment of a liquor store in
this district.

City Attorney Kimberly Banks provided legal guid-
ance, referencing Section 1302 of the zoning code,
which outlines “land uses not permitted.” She empha-
sized that this section makes no exceptions for liquor
stores in the Heritage District. Additionally, she re-
ferred to the zoning ordinances of 2016 and 2022 for
further context.

An associate of the Harris Law Firm, representing the
liquor store applicant, suggested the board reevaluate
the zoning ordinances. However, after discussion, the
board decided to table the matter for further review.
The motion to table was made by Alderwoman Hill,

THE PL.aCE T8 PREROEEER

seconded by Alderman Jones, and unanimously ap-
proved. The issue will be revisited at next month’s
meeting.

2. Pelahatchie Petals Garden Club:

The Pelahatchie Petals, Pelahatchie’s local garden
club, came before the board to request permission to
beautify the town’s four-way stops and possibly add
more pots along Brooks Street and throughout down-
town Pelahatchie. Jearleen Holly, president of the
club, recognized the members present in the audience,
showing the club’s strong support and community in-
volvement.

Dixie Thornton, GCM (Garden Clubs of Mississip-
pi) and Natchez Trace District Director, spoke about

the role garden clubs play as partners with towns to
enhance community spaces. She emphasized that this
is a collaboration where garden clubs bring their expe-
rience and manpower to assist towns in beautification
efforts. Thornton also noted that garden clubs can ap-
ply for state and national grants to fund their projects,
though the clubs themselves must take the lead in ap-
plying for these grants.

Mayor VanHorn raised a question regarding liability
issues in the event of injuries during the club’s proj-
ects. Banks advised drafting a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) to formalize the partnership and
address any liability concerns. Thornton agreed.

After discussion, the board agreed to move forward
with drafting the MOU. A motion to approve pending
sponsorship of the MOU was made by Alderwoman
Hill, seconded by Alderwoman Warren, and passed
unanimously.

Additional information about the Pelahatchie Petals
Garden Club and upcoming projects can be found at
the Pelahatchie Public Library.

Department Discussions:

Police: Peclahatchie Police Chief James Mahaffey
came before the board to request permission to uti-
lize funds from the department’s CESE account to as-
sist the town with covering some expenses incurred
over the last few months. Chief Mahaffey explained
that December saw an unusually high amount of ve-
hicle maintenance and related expenses. These costs

Continued on page 7

Crooked Creek Animal
Hospital, Inc.

Charles M. Edwards I, DVM
Staci L. Rhodes, DVM
Jenny Sowell, DVM
Katlyn Hennings, DVM
Susan Thrash, DVM

123 Pleasant Pace Dr.
Pelahatchie, MS
www.crookedcreekanimal.com
Phone: 601-854-7808
Fax: 601-854-7810

ik

Follow us on:
ﬁ www.facebook.com/CrookedCreekAH

'] '. :i'

- *} Crooked Creek Lodge
: ¢ 601-812-7012
ccahlodge@gmail.com

Griefé Share
| Q/u'e/— Support Grou o

after the death of a loved one

A GriefShare support group is a safe,
understand the difficult emotions of

receive valuable guidance and tips,

@ www.instagram.com/ccanimalhospital

ﬁ www.facebook.com/CrookedCreekLodge

Help and encouragement

welcoming place where people
grief. At this 13-week group, you'll

leading you to relief, comfort, and
peace of mind.

Contact Us Today

Saturdays 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Feb.1 - April 26

Cross Roads Baptist Church
104 Crossroads Road
Pelahatchie MS 39145
(601) 546-2297

griefshare.org
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City Beat: Town of Pelahatchie monthly leadership meeting

were due in part to incidents of serious
vandalism on one of the department’s
police vehicles, in addition to regular
maintenance needs.

He emphasized that using CESE funds
for these expenses would help allevi-
ate some of the financial burden on the
town’s budget. After a brief discussion,
the board expressed their understanding
of the department’s needs and agreed to
consider the request further. No dollar
amount was mentioned.

Alderman Jones made a motion to ap-
prove, Alderman Harvey seconded the
motion, and the motion passed with all
in favor.

New Business:

1. The board discussed, considered,
and voted to approve the minutes from
the previous regular board meeting held
on December 2, 2024. Alderman Jones
made the motion and Alderman Hill
seconded. The motion passed with all
in favor.

2. The board discussed, considered,
and voted to approve the payment of
the unpaid claims docket. Alderman
Jones made the motion, and Alder-
woman Harrell seconded. The motion
passed with all in favor.

3. The board discussed, considered,
and voted to approve a payment of
$1,157.41 to Morgan and White In-
surance as secondary coverage to Blue
Cross Blue Shield. Alderman Jones
made the motion, and Alderwoman Hill
seconded. The motion passed with all
in favor.

4. The board discussed, considered,
and voted to approve a bank draft pay-
ment of $9,002.63 to Blue Cross Blue
Shield. Alderman Jones made the mo-
tion, and Alderman Hill seconded. The
motion passed with all in favor.

5. The board discussed, considered,
and voted to approve a payment of
$5,911 to EMC Insurance for property
insurance. Alderman Jones made the
motion, and Alderwoman Hill second-
ed. The motion passed with all in favor.

6. The board discussed, considered,
and voted to approve and ratify the
payment of payroll for December 2024,
with totals as follows:

¢ General Fund: $108,218.76
* Enterprise Fund: $37,812.90

Alderwoman Jones made the motion,
and Alderman Harrell seconded. The
motion passed with all in favor.

7. The board discussed, considered,

and voted to approve a new public re-
cords request form. Alderman Jones
made the motion, and Alderman Harrell
seconded. The motion passed with all
in favor.

8. The board discussed, considered,
and voted to approve renting county
election equipment for the upcoming
election. Alderman Jones made the
motion, and Alderwoman Harrell sec-
onded. The motion passed with all in
favor.

Executive session:

The agenda made note of executive
session, but there was no executive ses-
sion tonight.

Discussions:
Alderman Discussions:

Alderwoman Hill inquired about the
status of tornado sirens and whether
the town was exploring any grants to
replace the current ones, which are no
longer operational.

Alderwoman Harvey raised concerns
about the progress of repairing and
replacing streetlights. Mayor Vanhorn
responded, stating that Entergy had in-
formed him of issues with the subcon-
tractor responsible for the streetlights.

Additionally, Entergy has been under
extra demand due to recent severe
weather.

Alderman Jones thanked the town
for addressing tree removal efforts re-
cently. Mayor Vanhorn added that the
town is limited in how many trees can
be cut down due to the town’s easement
restrictions, as they only have so many
feet of easement to work within.

Mayor VanHorn addressed the torna-
do sirens issue, explaining that tornado
sirens are primarily intended to warn
individuals outdoors during storms. He
recommended that residents register
for the “Respond” app at www.rankin-
county.org for additional weather alerts
and safety updates.

Mayor VanHorn also announced that
a contractor had approached the town
with a proposal to build an apartment
complex in Pelahatchie. The contrac-
tor currently owns the property and has
requested it be rezoned. He stated that
advertisements regarding the proposal
will run in the local paper, and a pub-
lic hearing will be held soon to gather
community input. Banks will draft the
public notice for posting and encour-
aged residents to attend the meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m.

Fusion Martial Arts

503 2nd St., Pelahatchie, MS
601-941-3937

Michael Harvey - Owner/Instructor

Ay

Now enrolling new students!
Classes held Mondays and Thursdays
5:30-6:15 - Beginner/Shadow Moogi

6:00-6:45 - Beginner/Intermediate
6:45-7:30 - Adult/Advanced

"From routine check-ups, to testing, referrals
or urgent care - we've got you covered.

Schedule your appointment and make sure
your medications are up to date for allergy season."

Mary Ann Griffin, CFNP . Kim Risher  Keli Robertson
507 Hwy 80 West, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-8002




Special to Pelahatchie News

Southern Pine Electric employees
joined together in a spirit of service to
honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., by participating in the Coop-
erative Day of Service. Across our dis-
tricts, teams worked to make a mean-
ingful impact in our communities.

In the Taylorsville District, employees
from the district office and headquarters
came together to serve hot soup and
cornbread to senior citizens and com-
munity members at the Raleigh Senior
Center. The event brought warmth and
connection to over 75 attendees who en-
joyed a hearty meal and a friendly visit.

The New Hebron District employees
rolled up their sleeves to clean up Fer-
guson Mill Road, tackling a four-mile
stretch of roadway. Their efforts result-
ed in the removal of 74 bags of trash,
leaving the area cleaner and safer for
the community.

The Brandon District and Newton
District employees focused on fighting
hunger by hosting Stuff-a-Truck food
drives in their respective communities.
Brandon’s event was held at Ramey’s
Grocery Store, while Newton’s drive

NEWS
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Southern Pine Electric Honors MLK with Cooperative Day of Service

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

took place at Garvin’s Cash Saver. Both
trucks were filled to capacity with food
donations, thanks to the generosity of
Southern Pine’s members and local
community members. The collected
food will be distributed to local food
pantries in Brandon and Newton, pro-
viding essential support to families in
need.

“Dr. King’s life was a shining example
of service, and we are proud to honor
his legacy by giving back to the com-
munities we serve,” said Chris Rhodes,
President & CEO of Southern Pine
Electric. “The Cooperative Day of Ser-
vice is a meaningful opportunity for us

TuFe & TRUCKY

I d na/e benefitting

to live out our cooperative values and
show appreciation for the members and
communities who support us.”
Southern Pine Electric remains com-
mitted to making a positive difference

February 2025

in its 11-county service area. By com-
ing together on Cooperative Day of
Service, employees demonstrated the
cooperative spirit that is the foundation
of everything they do.

For more information about Southern
Pine Electric and its community efforts,
visit southernpine.coop or follow them
on social media.
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Wade, RCSD Substitute of the Month

yesterday. Congratulations on being
named district substitute of the month.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School celebrates
district substitute of the month, Mrs.
Angela Wade.

Pelahatchie is excited to honor Mrs.
Wade, who has been an integral part of
the Tribe for many years. Her dedica-
tion to serving the students and step-
ping in as a familiar face when faculty
is away means more than words can
express. Mrs. Wade’s ability to connect
with every student, remember names,
and build meaningful relationships
speaks to the heart of what makes the
school community so special.

The students and faculty love having
Mrs. Wade in the classroom, and this
well-deserved recognition from the dis-
trict is a testament to her hard work and
commitment. Thank you, Mrs. Wade,
for your unwavering support in mak-
ing the Tribe better today than it was

Mrs. Angela Wade (Left)

PELAHATCHIE NEWS NETWORK
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_ PAST HEADLINES
2015 - 10 years ago

- “Coach Bishop remembered as giving man”

- “Attorney General Jim Hood announces
$3.8 million multistate settlement
with Sirius XM”

R0RO0 - 8 years ago

- “Weather runs in patterns and cycles,
yet is unpredictable”

- “Critical retirement choices-paying
for healthcare”

2024 - Last Year

- “LLocal businesses receive Best
of the Best Top 5 honors”

- “Engineering students get help with
projects from visiting CTE advisor”

T 4

NEWS
elahatchie ’

East Rankin Academy’s Jewel Baker
breaks indoor 1500m state record

Jewel Baker

By Bennett Ferguson, Milesplit Mississippi

Over the weekend, we witnessed our
fifth state record of the season fall! At
the Bama Showcase, Jewel Baker from
East Rankin Academy delivered a dom-
inant performance and walked away as
a state record holder.

Leading up to the race, Jewel faced
unexpected challenges. Traffic delays
left her with almost no time to prepare
or warm up. She went straight from the
car to the track, even missing her orig-
inal heat. Fortunately, she managed to
secure a spot in a different division and
did what she does best: race.

With the change in divisions, Jewel
had to scrap most of her original race
strategy. Her only focus was to leave
it all on the track, and she did exactly
that. When she crossed the finish line,
the leaderboard displayed an astonish-

Photo by Harrison Wampler

ing 5:08.90--shattering the Mississippi
indoor state record by nearly ten sec-
onds. Oh, and did I mention she’s only
in the 7th grade?

At the time of writing, Jewel is the
fastest 7th grader in the nation for the
1500m race. Based on her standout
2024 cross-country campaign and her
already exceptional 2025 track season,
Jewel is well on her way to becoming
one of Mississippi’s all-time greats.

When asked about her performance,
she said, “...during the race my legs
were aching, but I knew that was all
part of a good time. After the race I felt
like I had done what I needed to do and
that my coach would be proud.”

If that’s not the mindset of a true ath-
lete, I don’t know what is. Keep an eye
on Jewel Baker as she hunts down even
more records this outdoor season!

PHS Powerlifters

place at district

' Special to Pelahatchie News

Congratulations to our PHS Chiefs Powerlifters for a great day onThursday as we hosted the Boys Pow-
erlifting District Meet. Korbin Boydstun - 1st place in 181 at class. Broke the region 3 bench record with a
lift of 280 Ibs. Lucas Gardner finished 2nd in the Super Heavyweight class.
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Tornado Sirens in Pelahatchie Remain
Silent Despite Recent Tornadoes

By Shaun Mclnnish, Sr.,
City Beat Writer,
Pelahatchie News

Concerns over public
safety have grown in
Pelahatchie as several
of the town’s tornado

Specialto ™ .
Pelahatchie News  sirens remain nonfunc-

tional. For more than
two years, residents have voiced their
frustration over the issue, which has yet
to be addressed. The urgency to resolve
this problem has only increased follow-
ing two tornadoes that struck the area
within a month.

On December 28, 2024, an EF1 tor-
nado moved through Pelahatchie as
part of a larger outbreak across central
Mississippi, causing significant dam-
age to trees and power lines near Lake
Road and Highway 80. Just days later,
on January 5, 2025, another EF1 tor-

month, a practice that has since lapsed.

The January 5 tornado further high-
lighted the risks posed by the malfunc-
tioning sirens. In at least one instance,
a local business hesitated to direct em-
ployees to safety because no siren had
sounded, despite the tornado being on
the ground nearby. Fortunately, no in-
juries occurred, but the incident under-
scored the potential consequences of the
system’s failure.

Emergency sirens remain a critical
component of public safety, particu-
larly for individuals who may not have
immediate access to smartphones,
weather radios, or other alert systems.
During the January 5 storm, some
residents temporarily lost cell ser-
vice, raising concerns about how they
would receive warnings in the absence
of functional sirens. While text alerts
from the National Weather Service and
Rankin County provide an additional

elahatchie

THE PLACE

nado, with winds reaching 105 mph,
touched down near Shiloh Road at 7:11
p.m. traveling over 11 miles before dis-
sipating near Leesburg Road at 7:28
p-m. Along its path, the storm uproot-
ed trees, damaged chicken houses near
Gulde Road, and brought down power
lines. In one instance, a freight train
struck a fallen tree, leading to a minor
injury of the train operator.

Despite these severe weather events,
several of the town’s tornado sirens did
not activate, leaving many residents un-
aware of the immediate danger. Reports
indicate that only two sirens—one near
the Industrial Park/Bakery on Highway
80 and another at Hurdle/Highway 43—
are partially operational. Meanwhile,
sirens located near Crossroads, Kirby
Avenue, Lake Road, and the town’s fire
department remain inoperable due to
their age and the lack of replacement
parts. Rankin County officials have in-
dicated that the cost of replacing the
outdated systems is prohibitive and that
repairs are no longer feasible. As a re-
sult, Pelahatchie is left without a fully
reliable warning system at a time of year
when extreme weather is becoming in-
creasingly frequent.

Some residents have expressed frus-
tration over the lack of response from
county leadership, noting that repeated
calls and emails over the past two years
have not led to action. Many residents
recall that the town once conducted rou-
tine siren tests at the beginning of each
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layer of protection, many believe that
sirens and digital alert systems should
complement one another rather than
serve as replacements.

Rankin County’s decision not to re-
place the outdated sirens has drawn
criticism from residents who believe
that ensuring an effective warning sys-
tem should be a priority. Some commu-
nity members have begged other town
residents to reach out to Rankin County
officials to advocate for improvements.

Those seeking additional ways to re-
ceive alerts can sign up for Rankin
County’s notification system that pro-
vides emergency updates and severe
weather warnings. To enroll, residents
can visit the Rankin County website at
http://www.rankincounty.org, create an
account, and sign up for weather alerts
that can be delivered via email and
text messaging. Other options include
NOAA weather radios and smartphone
weather apps, both of which provide
emergency notifications.

As severe weather becomes more
frequent, ensuring a reliable emer-
gency alert system remains a crucial
priority for Pelahatchie. While res-
idents continue to advocate for im-
provements, the hope is that local and
county leadership will take action
before the next storm puts the sys-
tem to the test. Until then, it might be
wise to keep an eye on the sky—and
maybe invest in a good old-fashioned
weather radio, just in case.
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ARCHERY SCHEDULE

e HS TOURNAMENT

FEBURARY @ Brandon 4:45PM

= MS TOURNAMENT

FEBURARY @ Brandon 4:00 PM

10 MS ARCHERY

e @ Brandon 4:00PM

1 HS ARCHERY

FEBURARY @ Brandon 5:30 PM
20 MS AND HS VS PISGAH
FEBURARY Home 4:30 PM

27 HS ARCHERY

FEBURARY TBA
3 MS RCSD TOURNAMENT
MARCH @ Pisgah 6:00 PM

i HS RCSD TOURNAMENT
MIARCH @ Pisgah 6:00 PM

iy 2-Jo Jl VIS & HS SOUTH STATE QUALIFIER
N S Tl @ Forrect County Muti-Purpose Center
TBA

17-20 MS & HS STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
@ Ms Trademart/ Jackson

APRIL Fairgrounds TBD

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS

1 & 2 BEDROOMS
PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601-854-5814, TTY: 711

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday, 8:00a.m. — 5:00p.m.

Appliances Furnished - Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities «+ HUD Vouchers Accepted
Accepts referrals from MS Olmstead Initiative Network
and Community Mental Health Centers

For more information or to place an application call the office number
listed above or come by the office during office hours.
J&A Management

JSEA Jne.
ST Corinth, MS

o 4 7 !‘:‘.'!f.
i 5 _'H@h,, 662-287-6158
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Crops and the effects of cold injury by season

By Doug Carter, Rankin
County Extension Agent

N Winter’s cold injuries can lead to
future plant problems. May garden
plants will be feeling the effects of
this winter’s cold weather for months
or even years to come. Problems may
appear at any time, from June through
September and even in spring of next
year. Wilting leaves or a thinning canopy may be seen
next summer. These symptoms may have been caused
by this winter’s hardships.

Unlike animals that can escape to safety when tem-
peratures drop, plants withstand whatever comes their
way. Plants prepare for colder weather by reducing the
amount of free water in their water (xylem) and food
(phloem) carrying vessels.

If plants don’t reduce the amount of free water, ice
forms between the plant’s cells. The ice draws water
from the cells themselves, causing the cells to weaken
or collapse.

Injured phloem will carry fewer nutrients to the
roots, stunting root growth. Injured xylem will carry
less water to the branches and leaves. Both of these
problems limit the supply of much needed water and
salts to the leaves.

Plants that had little time to prepare for cold tem-
peratures will be more severely injured than those that
cooled more slowly. Plants that formed tender leaves
in response to late prunings or a fall application of ni-
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trogen are particularly susceptible to cold damage, as
are plants that have been under stress, such as drought.

Weakened plants may seem to emerge from dor-
mancy and flower just fine. Because those buds were
formed last year, and the plant set aside necessary nu-
trients. Once the plant uses up those resources, symp-
toms may occur.

Symptoms of cold damage may be worse in hot sum-
mer weather. Foliage needs extra water during hot
weather to help keep the plant cool. In a cold-injured
plant, not enough water and nutrients can make it past
the injured areas to replace this water. Such damage

may appear in branches here and there.

Signs of cold damage may appear in almost any plant
part. Roots, especially young feeder roots, may be dis-
colored and rot away. Twigs, branches, or the trunk
may have split bark, separation of the bark from the
cambium layer, and even sun scalding. Leaves or nee-
dles may show tip burn. Fruit may be smaller.

The most serious kind of freeze damage is cambial
browning. The cambium layer is immediately under
the bark, between the woody xylem on the inside and
the phloem towards the outside. It brings about contin-
ued plant growth. If you look inside a cold split or an
exploratory bark and you see browning or even worse,
smell a sour smell, the plant is seriously damaged and
will likely not live.

Now it is important to protect the plants from further
stress. This means proper watering, proper fertiliza-
tion, and pruning. Provide enough moisture through
the dry periods of the year. If leaves show signs of
wilting in summer’s heat despite adequate soil mois-
ture, misting the foliage will help. Just make sure you
do not over water the plant.

Check for cold damage signs this spring as you clean
your garden. Remove affected branches and limbs.
Prune dead wood back to healthy areas once leafing
has occurred. This will not only improve the looks of
the plant but keep out insects and diseases.

Source: The Plant Doctor, “ Cold Injury”, Mississip-
pi State University Extension, Alan Henn, Information
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It’s not just a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty with

qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.
Call 601-460-0256 to schedule your free quote!
GENERAC

*Terms and Condlitions apply.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie Chiefs Junior Tyson Beeman was selected as MVP at the MLK showcase tournament at Lanier HS.
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Pelahatchie band attends RCSD Honor Band Clinic

Great job to all of the band students today in the RCSD Honor Band Clinic. Pelahatchie had students representing all portions of the clinic: middle school,
jazz band, and high school.

Congratulations to the following stu-
dents for their placement in the RCSD
Honor Band.

High School Honor Band
Natalie Hand - 6th Chair
Maren McCartney - 10th Chair
Brooklyn Williamson - 12th Chair
Rayden Piner -17th Chair
*Kyra Bryant - 1st Chair
*Madeline McFadden - 1st Chair
Sara Myers - 4th Chair
Jack Herrington - 2nd Chair
Branch Boyer - 3rd Chair
Danielle Windham - 9th Chair
Jaci Smith - 10th Chair

Middle School Honor Band
*Lennon McFadden - 1st Chair
Kali Redmann - 4th Chair

Middle School Honor band participants Lennon Jazz Honor Band
McFadden (Left) and Kali Redmann (Right). Cameron Henley - Drumset
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LAMPTON-LOVE GAS CO. g Specialty Tree Service wuc
601-405-5857 ,
N EWS PeopeTRUSTY  RESIDENTIAL - FARM - INDUSTRIAL
® :L;ll;l;l;%z?g SALES & SERVICES Specializing in large and
l !’1 lﬂ‘ 4 GAS - SYSTEMS - CARBURETION dangerous tree removal Free
e a atC ie | Gabe Walters Estimates!
DANIEL ROBINSON 601-405-5857
https://www.facebook.com/PelahatchieNews/ MANAGER ..
S Tree Removal « Tree Trimming
I : ’ Stump Grinding « Lot Clearing
Come seeuson FacebOOk. GAS :fNASEF:PANY 601-854-5256 . Debris Removal
o o o o
TOMMY MILES 136 Front Street
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

601-775-3400 Morton, MS 39117

Lake, MS 39092 3054 Highway 80 W.
601-732-3624

@ TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY

89 HWY 481 SOUTH

A"State MORTON, MS 39117

You're in good hands.

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.

Phone: (601) 732-6769 "Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."

Fax: (601) 732-8777

Email: insurant@bellsouth.net WWW-WOfounera Iservices.com

Master Card American Express Discover VISA

RicHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& Auto REPAIR

We Go The Extra Mile * 24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Crossgates Tewelers, Inc.

Brakes ¢ Timing Belts « Water Pumps ¢ Clutches ¢ Certified A/C and More Tammy & Gerald Frazier

BUSINESS Owners
Ty 24 HOUR 2651 Hwy. 468
Fax 601-936-0353 LA ESIVPERYAIR pearl, Ms 39208 (601)939-9313 401 Cross Park Drive
INTERNET | VOICE Watch & Jewelry Repair Suite A
WE BUY JUNK CARS Custom Design Pearl, MS 39208
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Pastor’s Perspective: Love Who? When love is not easy

By Guest Columnist
Spencer Sullivan, Pastor,
Pelahatchie Baptist

Everyone loves a great
love story. Even as you
read that sentence, it’s
possible that your fa-
vorite love story just
came to mind. Perhaps
it’s from your favorite book. Maybe it’s
from one of your favorite movies. “The
Princess Bride” anyone? (Shameless
plug: If you haven’t seen it, go watch
it. You’ll be glad you did!) But even
novels and movies outside of the ro-
mance genre, more times than not, in-
clude engaging love stories between the
main characters that support the main
plotline. When it comes to the music
we listen to, approximately 2/3 of all
songs are primarily written about love.
We even have a holiday this month
that celebrates love. To genuinely love
someone and to be genuinely loved in
return is one of the greatest gifts we can
experience in this life.

When we think of love, especially
around Valentine’s Day, we most often
think of romantic love. However, today
I would like us to consider love beyond
just romantic love. As God is the One

Special to
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who created us in His own image (Gen-
esis 1:27) and as the One who Himself
personifies love (1 John 4:8), I want us
to consider what God has to say about
love and what He has to say about who
we are to love.

1 Corinthians 13 is often referred to
as the “the Love Chapter” in the Bible.
Read this description: “Love is patient
and kind; love does not envy or boast; it
is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist
on its own way; it is not irritable or re-
sentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdo-
ing, but rejoices with the truth.” These
words are truly beautiful, which is why
they are often read or displayed at wed-
dings or anniversary celebrations. If
you have experienced deep love rela-
tionships, these words should also res-
onate with you, whether you are famil-
iar with them or not. Biblically, loving
someone else means putting your needs
and desires to the side and considering
the needs and desires of the other per-
son as more important than your own
(Philippians 2:3-4).

There’s so much more that could be
written or said about how God de-
scribes love in His Word and also how
He models and expresses it. But, since
space is limited, I’d like to also recog-
nize from His Word just who we are to
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love. This is where it could get really
uncomfortable. These are Jesus’ words:
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You
shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.” But I say to you, Love your
enemies and pray for those who perse-
cute you” (Matthew 5:43-44). Did He
really say we are to love our enemies?
Yes, you read that correctly. Wheth-
er or not you have anyone in your life
you would consider an actual enemy or
not, in our culture today, division and
animosity towards those that think or
believe differently from one another
is easy to see. Our real enemy, Satan,
is constantly sowing seeds of discord,
resentment, and hatred toward one an-
other. He is the original rage baiter.
But Jesus clearly instructs us to love
everyone, even those who don’t love us

back. We are to love those with whom
we disagree. We are to love those with
worldviews that are different from ours.

No doubt, this command is hard to
even understand, much less obey. But,
Jesus doesn’t just teach it. This is how
He Himself loved people on earth and
how He continues to love people today.
He healed one intending to arrest Him
after Peter cut his ear off (Luke 22:51).
He asked His Father to forgive those
that crucified Him while He hung on a
Roman cross (Luke 23:34).

But, what about us? In a very real
sense, as sinners against a holy God,
we are His enemies. And yet He made
the conscious choice to love us anyway
(Romans 5:8). When we disagree with
Him and think we know better, instead
of hating us, He continues to love us.
When we rebel against Him, instead
of resentment, He extends grace and
forgiveness. How different would our
world and society be, if we obeyed Je-
sus and made the conscious choice to
love the way He loves and love who
He told us to love rather than only what
comes naturally?

I challenge you to love differently.
Love like 1 Corinthians 13. And I chal-
lenge you to take steps towards making
the conscious choice to love your enemy.
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1-800-HINDSCC | hindscc.edu

YOUR
MOMENT
TO I“IIH(

The future is yours!

With the hundreds of opportunities Hinds
offers, you can become who you want to be.
We saved you a seat.

m COMMUNITY COLLEGE

JACKSON | NAHC | RANKIN | RAYMOND | UTICA | VICKSBURG

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities At f 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and e?nployment opportunities
and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. We recognize our responsibility to provide an open and welcoming environment that fosters a culture of diversity, equity, and inclusion for employees and students to collaboratively
learn, work and serve our communities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies:

EEOC Compliance: Office of Campus Culture and Diversity, P.0. Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3569 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu
Title IX: Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator P.0. Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3353 or Email: TitlelX@hindscc.edu
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Pelahatchie Elementary School celebrates 100 days brighter

Students and staff showed off by dressing in their brightest clothes and completing activities involving 100 for the 100th day of school!

Photos special to Pefahatchie News

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS!!

Golden Age

APARTMENTS

Managed by CMS Management, LLC
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Olmstead Initiative

Pelahatchie, MS
RENTALASSISTANCE
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments

62 years or older or handicap regardless of age

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider.”

601-852-2400 =

OPPORTUNITY
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ERA Junior Lady Patriots finish strong as district runners-up

r

Special to Pelahatchie News

Junior High Lady Patriots finish season as district 2-5A runners-up.

PELAHATCHIE NEWS NETWORK
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If you enjoy writing, working with i
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at Rankin County Coop at
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Special to Pelahatchie News

The Mississippi Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks
(MDWFP) is inviting students
across Mississippi to get outdoors
and participate in the 2025 Bob Ty-
ler Fish Hatchery Youth Art Contest.

Each student must submit a port-
folio including entry form and art-
work to the Visitor Education Cen-
ter (VEC) by May 10, 2025.

The contest is sponsored by the
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MDWEFP sponsors student art contest

February 2025

Pasqua places first in poster contest

Foundation for Mississippi Wild-
life, Fisheries, and Parks. Winners
in four age categories will have
their work published in the Mis-
sissippi  Outdoors magazine and
will receive a complimentary copy
of the magazine displaying their
work. Winners will also receive gift
cards and have their work posted
on MDWFP’s website.

For more information on entry
forms and rules please visit Youth
Art Contests | Mississippi Depart-
ment of Wildlife, Fisheries, and

Parks.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Congratulations to Anna Pasqua for winning first place in the RCSD Bullying Awareness Poster contest. Anna placed
first in the district for 6th-8th grade.
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Do you enjoy Pelahatchie News? Then have it delivered! |
We are pleased to announce that Pelahatchie News is offering |
subscriptions for $12 per year. |

|

|

|

|

Fill out and mail the form below or visit pelahatchienews.com
and pay with PayPal account or with any Major Credit Card to
begin getting a copy delivered right to your door.
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| Subscriber’s Name |
%: Address :
| City State Zip |
: Email Phone ( ) :
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| Make checks payable to: Mansell Media Mail form to: |
| Visit: Pelahatchie News |
| pelahatchienews.com PO.Box 771 |
I I

for more payment options. Pelahatchie, M5 39145
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