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ERA Lady Patriot Your local public library is the place to be

set in the decade of your birth for Sep-
tember. This year, consider trying one of
our many digital resources, such as the
cloudLibrary, Hoopla, or ComicsPlus, as
you complete your reading challenges.
Start your new year off by visiting the
Pelahatchie library this month.

The NoveList 2025 Reading Challeng-
es can be found at https://m.ebsco.is/uh-
KMx. Check out the CMRLS resources
mentioned above at https://cmrls.lib.ms.us/.

By Angela Ward, Branch Manager

achieves career high | rhachie pubic tirary

Happy New Year from the
Pelahatchie Public Library. The
Pelahatchie library is a part
of the Central Mississippi Re-
gional Library System (CM-
RLS), which consists of twen-
ty branches located in Rankin,
Scott, Smith, and Simpson
counties. Your local library card
grants you access to a wealth : ,
of books. If you would like to Spectalto Pelahatchie Nows \ |
. . . Angela Ward, Branch Manager,
increase your reading in 2025, pejanatchie Public Library
consider attempting the reading
challenges suggested by NoveList. For example,
read a horror novel in July to chill you while sun-

Special to Pelahatchie News | bathing by the beach. Brush up on your aware-
Sophomore lady patriot Liz Stevens reaches 1,000 career points. ness of social issues in MarCh, then seek a book

w D g
[ > < s 9
0Q wg |2Re
GEoaTz |=2x=
Eo0<x e | 59¢=
L e $= <59 ,
o v (=4 T < - 3 % o L §
> < o <> T 2 i
a ol - i
- \\M HRCHY @mm; &
rJ vy
2l r-j‘ [
(o]
mM
(=)
i
o
>
) w0
© -
(o] o JH Lady Chiefs finish their season undefeated.
= O
(] —
2 [}
‘= Y
a 1SS
2 52000y, TREATING CHILDREN,
0 —H— ADULTS, AND SENIORS
DENTAL CENTER Cleanings - Fillings « Extractions
- FAMILY - COSMETIC - IMPLANT ’ Whitening « Dentures « Crowns
501 Second Street Root Canals « Implants and More
Pelahatchie, MS 39145 , 6 5
Accepting Insurance, Medicaid, \
Mon 8a-7p, Tues 8a-5p ) 5
Wed 8a-5p, Fri 8a-12p CHIPS, and CareCredit A |
601-854-7478
www.mississippidentalcenter.com A CAR[ NG & FR[ENDLY ATMOSPH ERE
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Pelahatchie celebrates the season with Christmas parade

For the 2024 Pelahatchie Christmas
Parade, Della Dunlap was the Grand
Marshal. She has been a Pelahatchie
resident for 66 years.

Whitney Adams served as MC.
Heather Pennypacker, Pelahatchie
city clerk, was the organizer.

Judges for the float contest were:
Hayden Overby, Waggoner Engi-
neering; Steve Wallace, Insurance
Associates; & Judge Josh McCrory

The Christmas Parade float winners
were:

First Place:
Cross Roads Baptist Church

Second Place:
First Apostolic Church

Third Place:
Magnolia Dance School
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Hinds Community College honors

Foundation scholarship recipients

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pictured left to right: Quenton Spann, Ginger Manchester, Dr. John Manchester, Mariah McGill, and

Marty Robinson.

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Hinds Community College
Foundation recognized 2024-2025
scholarship recipients, donors and
other honorees at a reception on
Sept. 20 at the Muse Center on the
Rankin Campus.

Among those being recognized
were Quenton Spann of Lena,
left, and Mariah McGill of Pela-
hatchie, second from right, both of
whom received the Manchester Mu-

sic Legacy Scholarship. With them
were Ginger Manchester, second
from left, and Dr. John Manchester,
both of Clinton, and Hinds employ-
ee Marty Robinson, right.

The Hinds Community College
Foundation will award more than
800 scholarships during the 2024-
2025 academic year. The deadline to
apply for a scholarship for fall 2025
(academic year 2025-2026), is Feb.
15, 2025. For more information,
visit www.hindscc.edu.
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Colonel Tate retires for US Arm
R -

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie native and Northwest
Rankin High School graduate Jason
Tate, retired from the U.S. Army,
November 1, 2024, as a Colonel,
with more than 26 years of service.

The ceremony at Redstone Arsenal
in Huntsville, Ala., was officiated
by Brigadier General Retired Al
Abramson.

Colonel Tate is a decorated combat
veteran with tours in both Iraq and
Afghanistan. He is the recipient of
the Bronze Star Medal and Legion
of Merit Medal. Colonel Tate also
holds a PhD in Management from
Walden University. During his ca-

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Colonel Jason Tate

reer, he served in a variety of po-
sitions culminating with his final
assignment as the Search, Track,
Acquire, Eliminate (STARE) Proj-
ect Manager, a job where he man-
aged the Army’s Tactical Radars.
Colonel Tate is a 1998 graduate of
Tougaloo College with a Bachelor’s
degree in Biology and is married to
the former Kandie S. Stovall, M.D.
of Huntsville, Ala. They have three
sons, Noah, Nathan, and Nicholas.

Colonel Tate is the son of Joe and
Brenda Tate of Pelahatchie.

MULTICRAFT

INTERNATIONAL
INNOVATION MULTIPLIED

4341 Hwy 80 Pelahatchie, MS 39145

COME JOIN THE MULTICRAFT TEAM
GREAT BENEFITS AND 10 PAID HOLIDAYS

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Plant Assemblers
Day and Night Shifts Available

Visit website for full job descriptions & application

www.Multicraft.com/Careers

Apply on-line or walk-ins Welcome
Resumes may be faxed to 601-854-1258
Or emailed to Patrice.bailey@multicraft.com
EOE Employer
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Local business showcases special Christmas tradition

Crossroads Store & Grill once again showcased their Christmas village for the 2024 holiday season. With over 225 man-hours poured into its creation,
this year’s village was a true labor of love and packed with magical details. From twinkling lights to charming scenes, there was something for everyone to
discover. The village even held a secret. Hidden somewhere in the village was their elusive Sasquatch. Crossroad’s staff loves to share with everyone the joy
and excitement of the holiday season through the magic of the Christmas Village.
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Photos special to Pelahatchie News

EZ WHEELS mc.

I<iyhota %E > Come see us on Facebook!

For Earth. For Life. atc Ic

Your authorized Kubota dealer! https://www.facebook.com/PelahatchieNews/
601-854-5112  601-854-5162
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PHS students inducted into 99 Club

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School (PHS) is excited to celebrate the incredible ac-
complishments of the students who have earned perfect scores on their state
tests and have become the first members of our PHS 99 Club. These out-
standing students have worked hard, represented Pelahatchie High School
with excellence, and shown what it means to be #ALLINCHIEFS.

Their dedication and success will be honored with banners proudly dis-
played in the hallways—a lasting tribute to their achievements and inspira-
tion for all. Students with multiple banners are showcased for scoring perfect
scores on multiple content areas.
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Pelahatchie Library January Events

“A Time TO REMEMBER”
THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 5:00 p.m.
SHARE MEMORIES AND SUPPORT
WITH OTHERS EXPERIENCING

LOSS OF A LOVED ONE
S/

Senior CiTizens’ SociaL
TuespAY, JANUARY 14, 11:00 A.m.
TuespAY, JANUARY 28, 11:00 A.m.

JOIN OTHER SENIORS IN THE AREA
\. TO PLAY GAMES AND SOCIALIZE

h i

ApuLt Book CLus
WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 15, 11:00 A.m.
Discussine Deva DeEaD
B8Y KATHY REICHS

&

\ PeLAaHATCHIE PETALS GARDEN CLUB
THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 5:30 p.m.
THe PeLAHATCHIE PeTALs GARDEN
CLuB MEETS THE THIRD THURSDAY
OF EVERY MONTH AT 5:30 p.m.

Pelahatchie Public
Library
will be closed
January 13 - 17
for inventory.

We will reopen on Tuesday, January 21.
Digital media and resources can be found 24/7 on our website at
www.cmrls.lib.ms.us.

/ Pelahatchie Public Library
N P 718 Second Street, Pelahatchie, Mississippi 39145 | 601-854-8764
»\M',’ https://cmrls.lib.ms.us/cmrisbranches/pelahatchie
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City Beat: Mayor, Alderman meeting for November 4, 2024

L)

By Shaun Mclnnish, Sr., City Beat
Writer, Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie Mayor and Board
of Aldermen convened for their reg-
ular monthly meeting on Monday,
December 2, 2024, at Town Hall.
Mayor Karl Vanhorn presided over
the meeting, which featured discus-
sions on local business developments, police de-
partment upgrades, and financial matters.
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Special to
Pelahatchie News

Fairway Wine and Spirits Seeks Approval:
Joe Lane Kelly and an associate from Harris Law
Firm addressed the board, requesting a variance
for the Heritage District and approval for establish-
ing Fairway Wine and Spirits, a proposed liquor
store. The presentation was met with some discus-
sion, but the matter was yet again tabled until next
month’s meeting.

ARPA Funds: A motion was then made to amend
meeting agenda and that motion was approved by
Alderman Jones and Alderman Hill. The motion
was to approve an engineering agreement for the
town to secure up to $6.5 million in ARPA funds.
The presented amendment was stated to move
Pelahatchie from preliminary work to actual work
being done. It was stated that this motion was made
because the ARPA allocation deadline is 12/31/24.

It was also added to include allocation of Commu-
nity Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. A
motion to approve was made by Alderman Jones
and seconded by Alderman Harrell and the motion
carried.

THE PL.aCE T8 PREROEEER

Police Department Bodycam Upgrades: The
board reviewed a proposal for a five-year con-
tract with Axon Enterprises, Inc. for the purchase
of new body cameras for the Pelahatchie Police
Department. Police Chief Mahaffey stated the de-
partment was currently running with partial cam-
era availability. The contract would provide the
Pelahatchie Police Department with body cam-
eras, cloud-based storage for video footage, and
maintenance services. The deal is for 60 months
and $50,000 and would be paid upon yearly.
Axxon would also provide full warranty during
this period. Police Chief Mahaffey added that
their past camera deal was an outright purchase,

but this new deal would be paid over a period of
5 years. Alderman Jones added he was open to
passing the motion, but added he wanted cameras
in police vehicles, too. Jones then made a motion
to pass the agreement and Alderman Hill second-
ed the motion and the motion carried.

New Business:

1. Motion was made by Alderman Jones to ap-
prove minutes from previous board meeting. The
motion was seconded by Alderman Hill and all
were in favor and the motion carried.

2. The board reviewed the unpaid claims, with
a motion by Alderman Jones and seconded by
Alderman Harrell and all were in favor and the
motion carried.

3. The board approved a bank draft of $1,044.70
to Morgan and White Insurance (for secondary in-
surance). Alderman Harrell initiated the motion,
Alderman Jones second and the motion carried
with all in favor.

4. A bank draft payment of $9,223.44 to Blue
Cross Insurance was also approved with Alder-
man Jones making the motion and Alderman Hill
seconding the motion and the motion carried with
all in favor.

5. Payroll for November 2024 was ratified,

Continued on page 8

Crooked Creek Animal

Hospital, Inc.

Charles M. Edwards I, DVM
Staci L. Rhodes, DVM
Jenny Sowell, DVM
Katlyn Henning, DVM
Susan Thrash, DVM

123 Pleasant Pace Dr.
Pelahatchie, MS

- 't-, www.crookedcreekanimal.com
i Phone: 601-854-7808

Fax: 601-854-7810

Crooked Creek Lodge

601-812-7012
ccahlodge@gmail.com

Follow us on:
ﬁ www.facebook.com/CrookedCreekAH

@ www.instagram.com/ccanimalhospital

ﬁ www.facebook.com/CrookedCreekLodge

Cross Roads Baptist Church

Sunday Schedule:

9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
10:30 a.m. - Sunday School for all ages

Wednesday Schedule:
5:30 p.m. - Family Dinner (Call to make reservations)
6:30 p.m. - Prayer Meeting; Youth Worship;
Children’s Activities; Ladies Bible Study

Online Worship Opportunity:

(Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook Page)
9:00 a.m. - Worship Service every Sunday

Cross Roads Baptist Church, 104 Crossroads Road, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
(601) 546-2297 « www.crbc.online

(5 miles south of Interstate 20 on Highway 43 South)
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Holiday season brings Christmas decor to Pelahatchie

The town of Pelahatchie joined in the holiday spirit with many decorations that could be seen throughout the area.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Fusion Martial Arts

503 2nd St., Pelahatchie, MS
601-941-3937

Michael Harvey - Owner/Instructor

Let your light so
shine before men,
that they may see your
, g good works, and glorify
0 ' , your Father which is

} ‘ in heaven.

Now enrolling new students! Matthew 5:16

Classes held Mondays and Thursdays
5:30-6:15 - Beginner/Shadow Moogi

6:00-6:45 - Beginner/Intermediate Mary Ann Griffin, CFNP - Kim Risher « Keli Robertson
6:45-7:30 - Adult/Advanced 507 Hwy 80 West, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-8002
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Town meeting Nov. 4

totaling $77,207.36 for the general fund and
$25,926.62 for the enterprise fund. Alderman
Jones made the motion and Alderman Harrell sec-
onded the motion and the motion carried with all
in favor.

Aldermen Discussions:

1. Alderwoman Diane Hill highlighted the need
for new signage and improved street lighting in
key areas.

2. Alderwoman Sandra Harvey focused on road
maintenance and infrastructure challenges.

3. Alderwoman Margie Warren shared concerns
about stray dogs that had appeared near her home
recently.

4. Alderman Eddie Jones emphasized long-term
financial planning for the town and hoped everyone
had a good Thanksgiving holiday.

5. Alderman James Harrell addressed ongoing
concerns from residents about street conditions
(potholes from construction area).

6. Mayor Karl Vanhorn provided updates on
town projects, including plans for community de-
velopment initiatives and other ongoing efforts to
improve Pelahatchie. He mentioned the town’s
upcoming Christmas parade and Breakfast with
Santa events.

The board concluded the meeting at 6:35 PM.
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday,
January 6, 2025.

elahatchie

January 2025

OBITUARY

Betty Lou Cordell Gilliam

(October 7, 1941 — December 18, 2024) Betty
Lou Gilliam, 83, passed away Wednesday,
December 18, 2024, at home in Kosciusko.

Funeral services were held at 11:00 am on
Saturday, December 21, 2024, at Culpepper
Funeral Home. Burial will be held at a later date.
Visitation was held Saturday from 9:00 am until
11:00 am at Culpepper Funeral Home.

Betty was born in Washington County, MS. She
attended Chatham Schools for her earlier school
years and later graduated from Riverside High
School in 1959. She married James Paul Gilliam
on April 1, 1961, and they later moved to Fort
Benning, GA while Paul was in the U.S. Army.
After his discharge, they moved to Greenville.

Betty was a homemaker while the family moved
around with Paul’s jobs. They finally landed back
in Greenville to which Betty started employment
with Kmart. While at Kmart she worked in
numerous positions, her last being in Human
Resources. While in Human Resources, she
volunteered with the Salvation Army on several
community projects which led her to a meeting
and photo op with the legendary NFL Hall of
Famer, Jerry Rice. She enjoyed her work for the
reason it allowed her to meet all kinds of people,
and she loved to talk with people.

After her retirement from Kmart, Betty and
Paul moved to Pelahatchie. While residing in
Pelahatchie, Betty began working with Trustmark
National Bank as a teller and remained there until
her final retirement.

Betty was fun-loving, opinionated, loud, and
family oriented. Family was important to her, and
she loved having big gatherings. The bigger the
better. She loved laughing, joking, and talking.
She loved her family and told them all the time.
She bragged on her grandchildren, and later
her great-grands, and was proud of each one.
She enjoyed watching them do whatever they
participated in.

Betty is survived by her daughter Cindy
Glazier (Gary), daughter-in-law Laurie Gilliam
Bowman, seven Grandchildren, and seven Great-
Grandchildren, sisters Shirley Shamoun (Charles)
and Cathy Nokes, and brothers Ricky Cordell
(Anne) and Bill Cordell (Diane).

She is preceded in death by her parents Rueben
and Maudine Threadgill Cordell, husband James
Paul Gilliam, sons James Paul Gilliam, Jr. and
Joseph Sean Gilliam, sisters Imogene Simpson
and Ann Wigley, brothers John, Allen, Louie,
Neal, and Joe Cordell.

For online condolences, please visit the
Culpepper website at culpepperfuneralhome.com.
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win awards

1

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pictured left to right: 1st place National FFA Creed - Chase Parker; 1st Jr Prepared Speaking - Lou Ellen
Wilson; 1st Sr Prepared Speaking - KatieBelle Herrington; 2nd Jr Creed - Bailey Key. All four FFA mem-
bers will move on to District on March 5.

PELAHATCHIE NEWS NETWORK

PELAHATCHIE

PELAHATCHIE NEWS
TMALS, @ SociaL ¥
BLAST

NEW
NEWS WEBSITE® ©® MEDIAR
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2015 - 10 years ago

- “BBB warns consumers to beware of
Social Security Scammers”

+ “Fourth-grade students learn how
harmful tobacco products are”

2020 - 5 years ago

+ “Shannon McKay Grand Marshal of
Pelahatchie Christmas Parade”

- “Resolutions for a better financial plan”

2024 - Last Year

- “Coach Brooke Rhodes, ERA Girls
with 20th game”

- “ERA robotics team, breaks record,
qualifies for state competition”

o &
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PHS band goes to MBA clinic
and gets new band uniforms

Special to Pelahatchie News

Recently, the Mississippi Bandmasters Association held its 2024 All-State
Band Clinic which took place on December 11-14. Three students from PHS
were chosen to participate including Kyra Bryant (1st Chair Bass Clarinet,
Blue Band); Cameron Henley (4th Chair Percussion, White Band); and Len-
non McFadden-Junior High (8th Chair Trombone, Blue Band). The concert
took place on Saturday, December 14th at 11am in the Natchez Convention
Center. PHS congratulates these students on a job well done.

g

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Left to Right: Kyra Bryant, Cameron Henley, Band Director, Mr. Jack Smith and Lennon McFadden

The Pelahatchie High School band
also ran a campaign this year for
new uniforms. Thanks to an anony-
mous sponsor in the community, the
band was fortunate enough to order
the uniform tops to help complete
the campaign. The band members
were excited to be able to showcase
the new full uniforms during the
Christmas parade.
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ERCO and Yogi on the Lake hold community Christmas

Recently, Ever Reaching Community Outreach (ERCO) and Yogi on the Lake held a Community Christmas night. The festive evening offered free activities
and refreshments.

i) w@@g{nﬂm

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS

1 & 2 BEDROOMS
PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601-854-5814, TTY: 711

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday, 8:00a.m. — 5:00p.m.

Appliances Furnished - Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities «+ HUD Vouchers Accepted

L P : Accepts referrals from MS Olmstead Initiative Network
ap y N @W ‘{ﬁa[r’ = N and Community Mental Health Centers
S, j ‘ N For more information or to place an application call the office number
ﬁlﬂ(mmm tlh](e Staflr aﬂ: ‘ listed above or come by the office during office hours.
Pel hi
| §

elahatchie
N N n M W HUHUELLS 662-287-6158

@WS @ : IIQ @ “This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employee.”

J&A Management
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Pastures Benefit from a Timely Prescribed Burn

By Doug Carter, Rankin
County Extension Agent

Prescribed burning is a widely
used and effective tool for man-
aging pastures. Most pastures
are burned in late winter to ear-
ly spring (late January to early
March). Fire is useful on pastures
that are overgrown with dead biomass, that has
accumulated over the years. Dead biomass can
choke out desirable plants and new seedlings,
causing stands to thin and create habitats for
invasive species. A well-timed burn can injure
or kill undesirable species such as invasive
wood plants, or weeds, and reduce soil seed
banks of invasive species.

Gl
Special to
Pelahatchie News

Prescribed burning in the spring is an import-
ant part of grass management. Burning a pas-
ture will require having enough dead growth
as fuel to support a fire. A hot fire will require
at least 1,500 to 2,000 pounds of dry matter
per acre that is dead and burns easily to provide
enough heat to destroy undesirable species during
the burning process. Burning hayfields or pastures
can reduce insect and disease pressure the follow-
ing summer. Reducing the thatch layer increases
sunlight penetration to new growth in the spring

and helps warm up soil temperatures and plant
roots quicker, resulting in earlier green-up in the
fields. Also, burning helps release nutrients into
the ground that can be used by the new growth.
Timely late winter burns can offer benefits to a
hay or livestock producer.

A good indication of a possible needed prescribed

burn in your pasture is observed when the field
starts to show bunches of grass in the pasture
and the cattle graze around them. They try to
avoid these areas where the grass is thicker
with lower forage quality and then they over-
graze other areas. This causes uneven utiliza-
tion of the pasture and the formation of these
grass clumps. It is recommended to burn your
pasture only once every two or three years to
maximize the health and sustainability of the
pasture. Producers that have never burned a
pasture might not realize how hot and fast a
fire can travel. Before planning a prescribed
burn, especially for pastures surrounded by
wooded areas, landowners should consult with
the Mississippi Forestry Commission (MFC).
The Mississippi Prescribed Burning Act of
1992 codified prescribed burning as a property
owners right. Liability is limited if the land-
owner follows the guidelines outlined in the
law. Principally, prescribed burning should be
in the public interest. Currently, MFC requires
a landowner to get a burning permit before burn-
ing. If burning conditions are not favorable, MFC
will not grant a burning permit.

Source: Pasture Benefit from a Timely Prescribed
Burn, Forage News, volume 13, Mississippi State
University Extension, January 2020

INSURANCE
ASSOCIATES

-

Trusted
Choice®

of Rankin County

For your family or business, we offer
personalized coverage from a choice
of insurance companies.

Our agency is committed to helping
you choose the right insurance
coverage for your needs.

Steven Wallace

308 East Government Street

swallace@insassociate.com
www.insassociate.com

601-825-5242

Brandon, MS

. £
BIDEN Qo

~ [ 4 Methodist
Senior Services
(2 ‘ Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Rigg

Retirement Community

Our campus offers senior living with your choice of
+ Apartments & Garden Homes for Independent Lifestyles
- Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
* Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

Call today for your personal tour!

2300 Seven Springs Road * Raymond, MS 39154

s Manor

(601) 857-5011
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Pelahatchie HS 2024-25 tech team | Toal Mississippi State Hospital

Front row: Loryn Boulton, Christian Beeman, Melanie Ball, Zion Jennings, and Braylon Jordan; back row:
Jeremiah Sullivan, Matthew Wilson, Jamaal Longino, and Logan Quick

October Employee of the Month

Dana Toal of Pelahatchie,
MS has been named Missis-
sippi State Hospital’s October
Employee of the Month for
Support Services.

Toal serves as an Adminis-
trative Assistant IV in Sup-
port Services and has been
employed at MSH since 2020.

The MSH Employee of the
Month award recognizes em-
ployees who have made out-
standing contributions to the
hospital through their work.
Special to Pelahatchie News The program iS sponsored by
Friends of Mississippi State
Hospital Inc. Dana Toal

Special to Pelahatchie News
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LAMPTON-LOVE GAS CO. ¢ Specialty Tree Service wuc
601-405-5857

PEOPLE TRUST RESIDENTIAL - FARM - INDUSTRIAL

A"State MORTON, MS 39117

You're in good hands.
Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

19 \AnEice SALES & SERVICES Specializing in large and
Cl al'T at Ch e GAS - SYSTEMS - CARBURETION BT U L] Free
| Gabe Walters Estimates!
DANIEL ROBINSON 601-405-5857
https://www.facebook.com/PelahatchieNews/ MANAGER L.
Tree Removal « Tree Trimming
PELAHATCHIE, MS . o o
Come see us on Facebook! WEARE A 601-854-5256 ol StumpGrindingls Lot Clearing
GAS MAN COMPANY Debris Removal
(] o () ()
TOMMY MILES ’ 136 Front Street
AGENCY PRINCIPAL z‘ KIMBERLY BANKS, PLLC Lake,rl\.;[r; 3936962 3054 Highway 80 W.
) - 601-775-3400 Morton, MS 39117
j physical address mailing address 601-732-3624
TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY 407 FONTAINE PLACE P.O. BOX 12303
89 HWY 481 SOUTH SUITE 101 JACKSON, MS 39236-2303

RIDGELAND, MS 39157

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.

P.601-300-8101 F. 1-855-708-0677 "Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."
E KBANKS@KIMBERLYBANKSPLLC.COM
kbanks@kimberlybankspllc.com www.wolffuneralservices.Com

RicHLAND WRECKER SERVICE

& Auto REPAIR

We Go The Extra Mile * 24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Brakes ¢ Timing Belts « Water Pumps ¢ Clutches ¢ Certified A/C and More

R 24 HOUR 2651 Hwy. 468
Fax 601-936-0353 LA ESIVPERYAIR pearl, Ms 39208

WE BUY JUNK CARS

Master Card American Express Discover VISA

Crossgates Tewelers, Inc.

Tammy & Gerald Frazier

BUSINESS

Owners
(601) 939-9313 401 Cross Park Drive
INTERNET | VOICE Watch & Jewelry Repair Suite A
Custom Design Pearl, MS 39208
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Pastor’s Perspective: New year, facing forward, what’s next?

By Guest Columnist
Spencer Sullivan, Pastor,
Pelahatchie Baptist

As the Advent and
Christmas season have
wrapped up 2024, a
new year is now upon
us. I hope that you ex-
perienced the Lord’s
blessings in the year that is now be-
hind us. I imagine as we look back
on 2024, we can all identify the highs
we experienced, some of which will
be cherished, lifelong memories. Yet,
without question, some of you have ex-
perienced significant lows and are per-
haps eager to turn the page to 2025. As |
have written previously, a new year can
represent a fresh start to certain aspects
of life. With that in mind, many people
often make resolutions or set personal
goals for a coming new year. Person-
ally, I look forward to turning a page
from one year to the next and consider
how certain aspects of my life can be
improved upon over the course of the
next year. So, what’s next for you as we
consider 20257

Personally, I know the aspects of my
life for which I consistently set goals in
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order to help facilitate personal growth
and improve my health. At times, I hit
those goals and I can feel really good
about achieving success in certain areas
of life. It always feels good to set a goal
and achieve it. As a follower and disci-
ple of Jesus, we can set certain practi-
cal goals that can help lead us toward
spiritual growth, but the overall goal is
always the same: to grow in Christlike-
ness. Paul wrote about this in his let-
ter to the Philippian church. He wrote:
“Not that I have already obtained this
or am already perfect, but I press on to
make it my own, because Christ Jesus
has made me His own. Brothers, I do
not consider that I have made it my
own. But one thing I do: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward
to what lies ahead. I press on toward
the goal for the prize of the upward call
of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians
3:12-14) The ‘this’ Paul is referring to
at the beginning of the quote is a righ-
teousness that is only obtained through
faith in Christ. (from Philippians 3:9)
While the righteousness itself is actual-
ly God’s own righteousness and is ob-
tained by His people only by His grace
given only through faith in Christ, it is

3
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clear that Paul’s goal was to be as much
like Christ as possible. Notice his strat-
egy in pursuit of this goal: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward
to what lies ahead. This strategy could
apply in really any goal that we set for
ourselves, but Paul recognized the im-
portance of not looking back and being
laser focused on what was in front of
him. As Paul wrote these words, he sub-
tly paints the picture of a runner racing
toward a finish line. A competitive run-
ner knows he or she cannot look back
upon other runners or perhaps portions
of the course that caused them to stum-
ble. Looking back slows us down or

causes us to veer off course. In order to
win, the runner must be laser focused
on the prize that awaits beyond the fin-
ished line. And for those that follow
Christ, we know that we will never tru-
ly obtain the prize until we cross the fin-
ish line and this life is over. Until then,
we will still have moments in which we
stumble or get distracted. But by His
sovereign grace, He keeps us and leads
us to the priceless prize of eternal life
with Him. Until that day, by that same
grace, we must forget what lies behind
and strain forward to what lies ahead.
We press on toward the goal—to be as
much like Jesus as possible!

As you consider this ultimate goal,
what is it that you need to forget or fi-
nally let go of so that you can move for-
ward? Is there a sin pattern in your life
that you need to leave behind and walk
away from? Perhaps, you have gotten
complacent in your pursuit of living for
Jesus. Let me encourage you to heed
Paul’s words and leave all that behind.
And instead, move forward, laser fo-
cused on the goal, of which Jesus is our
standard. What’s next for you in 2025?
May all of it be informed and shaped by
your relentless pursuit of Jesus!
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Sanders named Rankin County
District Administrator of the Year

Special to Pelahatchie News

Congratulations to the District Administrator of the Year, Robin Sanders. Mrs. Sanders is the administrator
for Pelahatchie Elementary School. Thank you for all that you do to support Pelahatchie Elementary and
the RCSD.
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Brooks RCSD Employee for
the month of November

Mr. Brooks was recognized at a re-
cent board meeting as the RCSD Sec-
ondary Certified Staff Member of the
Month!

Pelahatchie High School has been
fortunate to have Mr. Eric Brooks
as the Career Coach! Each day, Mr.
Brooks dedicates his time to helping
students discover their unique gifts,
talents, and aspirations for the future.

Whether it’s aligning students with job
shadowing opportunities, hands-on ex-
periences, or exploring potential career
paths, Mr. Brooks is a guiding light for
the Tribe. For students considering col- ¥} P g
lege, he works tirelessly to identify the
best fit, ensuring their goals align with
their chosen institutions.

Our students have gained invalu-
able insight and confidence under
his mentorship, realizing the endless
possibilities for their futures. Thank
you, Mr. Brooks, for all you do to em-
power the students at Pelahatchie and
show them how bright their futures
truly are!
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Get comfort food AND
enhjoy minimal cleanup time

Comfort food can come in many forms, but comfort food that can be made in less than
an hour and with easy preparation can be a little harder to find. This recipe uses only
a single skillet, which makes cleanup a breeze, especially if you serve it right from the
stovetop! In addition, the spices can be modified to your liking and preference. The
cream cheese provides a tasty shortcut to deliver a nice, smooth pasta sauce. If you
like a meat-heavier dish, simply add more chicken cubes! If time allows, you can let
the chicken sit in the spice mix for longer, to achieve a deeper flavor.

One Skillet Cajun Chicken Pasta

INGREDIENTS

1 Thsp olive oil
1 Thbsp butter
11b. boneless, skinless chicken breast
1/2 Ib. penne pasta (uncooked)
15 oz. fire roasted diced tomatoes
OR 4 cup diced fresh tomatoes
2 cups chicken broth
4+ oz. cream cheese
3 green onions, sliced

PREPARATION

1. Combine the first eight ingredients (spices) in a small bowl (or use your
own preferred blend).

2. Cut the chicken into 1/2 to 3/4-inch cubes.

3. Place the cubed chicken in a bowl, pour the spice mix over the top, and
stir to coat the chicken in spices.

4. Add the olive oil and butter to a large, deep skillet. Heat the oil and
butter over medium-high until the skillet is very hot and the butter is
melted and foamy.

5. Add the seasoned chicken to the skillet, and cook for a couple of
minutes on each side, or until the outside gets some color. The chicken
does not need to be cooked through at this point.

6. Add the pasta, tomatoes (with juices), and chicken broth to the skillet.
Stir slightly, until everything is evenly combined.

7. Allow the broth to come to a boil at medium-high heat.

2 tsp. smoked paprika
1tsp. oregano
1tsp. thyme
1/2 tsp. garlic powder
1/2 tsp. onion powder
1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper
1/4 tsp. black pepper
1/4 tsp. salt

8. Reduce heat to medium-low, and cover skillet with a lid.

9. Let pasta simmer for 10-12 minutes, stirring frequently, until the pasta is
tender and the liquid is thick and saucy.

10. Add the cream cheese to the skillet in chunks, then stir until it has
melted into the sauce.

11. Top the pasta with sliced green onions and serve.
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Perry 2024 Firefighter of the Year

Special to Pelahatchie News

Kevin Perry was named the Walters Volunteer Fire Department’s 2024 Firefighter of the Year.
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JROTC holds military ball

Pelahatchie High School JROTC cadets recently executed their annual mil-
itary ball and dance. The event consisted of a program of toasts, memorials,
a guest speaker, and a dance afterward.
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Do you enjoy Pelahatchie News? Then have it delivered! |
We are pleased to announce that Pelahatchie News is offering |
subscriptions for $12 per year. |
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Fill out and mail the form below or visit pelahatchienews.com
and pay with PayPal account or with any Major Credit Card to
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: begin getting a copy delivered right to your door.
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[Fo===----somossoso--o--oooo--o-- |
| Subscriber’s Name |
ﬂ Address :
| City State Zip |
: Email Phone ( ) :
r--" "~~~ ~-TT=""TT=TT/TTT =TTt T |
| Make checks payable to: Mansell Media Mail form to: |
| Visit: Pelahatchie News |
| pelahatchienews.com PO.Box 771 |
I I

for more payment options.

Yogi bear™, Cindy bear™, and Boo Boo™ would like to Park™ in F

it Pl Rkt 1S

THEMED ACTIiVIiTiES

‘ D,

SNow) TiME LiKE PJ'S & PALS

CHRISTMAS R

DEC 21-29

# 0.9,”0

ARABIAN NIGHTS
AT JELLYSTONE PARK" : ~

Y. f @wy 3
MARDi GRAS

@

BELOW ZEFO
. HWEEKEND» SN WEEKEND
U JAN 23-2¢ ¢




