
Pelahatchie is step-
ping into a new chapter 
as it becomes the latest 
town in Rankin Coun-
ty to open its doors to 
liquor stores. In a de-
cision that has been 

brewing for more than two years, the 
Pelahatchie Board of Aldermen voted 
4-1 to approve an ordinance allowing 
liquor stores within city limits. This 
move brings Pelahatchie in line with its 
neighboring communities and aims to 
keep both residents and revenue local.
The ordinance, which was not initially 

on the monthly meeting agenda, sur-
faced at the end of the town board meet-
ing on Tuesday, September 3, 2024, and 
passed after a brief but decisive vote. 
While most board members favored the 
change, Alderwoman Sandra Harvey 
remained opposed. 

Mayor Karl VanHorn 
stated at the board 
meeting that anyone 
interested in open-

ing a liquor store in Pela-
hatchie’s city limits could 
fi nd all the information 
they needed in the ordi-
nance itself. He stated that 
if anyone is interested in 
opening a liquor store in 
the Pelahatchie city limits, 
they will have to both apply through the 
state of Mississippi for a liquor license 
and the Pelahatchie Board of Alderman 
for a business license and for location 
approval.
The ordinance does contain strict zon-

ing regulations that limit where liquor 
stores can be placed. No corner stores, 
grocery stores, or gas stations will see 
alcohol sales; only standalone buildings 
will be allowed to sell spirits.
This development comes in response 

to residents’ growing demand for local 

access to alcohol. For years, many had 
traveled to nearby towns like Jackson, 
Brandon, and Flowood to make their 
purchases. With the new ordinance, the 
town hopes to capture this lost business, 
keeping dollars spent on liquor within 
Pelahatchie’s borders. The ordinance 
also puts the town on the map as a des-
tination for future businesses interested 
in setting up shop, with all necessary 
licenses and approvals handled by both 
the state and local authorities.
The approval of Pelahatchie’s liquor 

ordinance brings both advantages and 

challenges. On the positive side, local 
businesses stand to benefi t as residents 
will no longer need to travel out of town 
to purchase alcohol. This keeps reve-
nue circulating within the community, 
potentially boosting the local econo-
my. Moreover, the ordinance’s strict 
zoning regulations ensure that liquor 
stores are controlled and strategically 
located, preventing over-saturation in 
residential areas or near schools. On 
the downside, however, some residents 
may be concerned about the possible 
social eff ects, including an increase in 
alcohol-related issues such as public 
disturbances or impaired driving.
As Pelahatchie prepares for this next 

step, the hope is that the town will ben-
efi t from both the economic boost and 
the convenience it off ers its residents. 
Whether this change brings more pros-
perity or presents unforeseen challeng-
es, one thing is clear—Pelahatchie is 
ready to raise a glass to its future.
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Pelahatchie Ends Dry Spell: Liquor Ordinance Approved
By Shaun McInnish, Sr., 
City Beat Writer, Pelahatchie News

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

ERA softball girls three time district champions

Congratulations to the East Rankin Academy Softball varsity girls. They beat Wayne Academy on Monday, September 16 to clinch their third straight district 
championship.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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 Before using any 
pesticide on any ed-
ible crop, one of the 
most important things 
you need to know is 
the preharvest inter-

val or PHI.  This is how long you 
need to wait after you spray the crop 
before you can harvest the crop.  If 
the product is labeled for use on an 
edible crop, this information is stat-
ed on the product label.  For some 
products on some crops the wait is 
very short—spray up to the day of 
harvest.  For other products on other 
crops the wait can be as much as 21 
days, or even longer.
 The PHI’s for a given product can 

be diff erent for diff erent crops.  It de-
pends on what crop is being sprayed.  
For example, Hi-Yield Indoor/Out-
door Broad Use insecticide (perme-
thrin) has a 0-day PHI on tomatoes, 
1-day PHI on lettuce, 3-Day PHI on 
peppers, 7-day PHI on potatoes, and 
a 14 day PHI on blueberries. 
 A lot of times Zeta-Cypermethrin 

is a good choice for a home garden

insecticide because it controls most 
major garden insects, and it has a 
1-day PHI on most garden vegeta-
bles.  Bifenthrin may be a bit more 
eff ective on some pests, but it has a 
7-day PHI on peppers and a 3-day 
PHI on squash. If you have leaf 
footed bugs feeding on the tomatoes 
and peppers and squash bugs on the 
zucchini, it is helpful to know you 
can spray them all at the same time 
and be able to pick all three crops at 
the same time or a day or two later.

However, there are some pests, such 
as aphids, spider mites, and white-
fl ies, that zeta-cypermethrin will not 
control.  Also, there are some crops, 
such as onions and sweet corn, for 
which the PHI for zeta-cyperme-
thrin is longer than one day.  Always 
be sure to check the label before you 
spray.
Source:  Bug’s Eye View, “Prehar-

vest interval PHI”, Mississippi State 
University Extension, Mississippi 
State University.
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The importance of preharvest interval and pesticide use

Photo courtesy of Mississippi State University Extension Service

After more than a year of planning 
and strategizing, Pelahatchie High 
School (PHS) has fully implement-
ed a new feature in the school day 
that is already garnering excitement 
from students and staff  alike—Flex 
Block. Designed for students in 
grades 7-12, this fl exible time is 
revolutionizing how the school 
provides personalized education, 
academic support, and enrichment 
opportunities.
But what exactly is Flex Block? 

Simply put, it’s a designated por-
tion of the school day that allows 
students to tailor their learning ex-
perience to their individual needs 
and interests. Whether it’s extra ac-
ademic support, exploring a hobby, 
or diving into something new, Flex 
Block gives students a unique op-
portunity to make the most of their 
time at school.
At PHS, Flex Block off erings are 

as diverse as they are engaging. 

Students can choose from activities 
such as baking biscuits, learning to 
play pickleball, or even discovering 
how to register for a boating license. 
Those with a passion for movement 
can take up salsa dancing, while oth-
ers may use their time to boost school 
spirit and assist with spirit signs and 
pep rally tasks. During fl ex time, 
there is a place for everyone. 
A New Era of Personalized 

Learning: The primary goal of 
Flex Block is to off er students per-

sonalized education. “Flex Blocks 
allow students to get what they need, 
when they need it,” said Ms. Von-
cille Anderson, principal of PHS. 
“Whether they’re excelling in class 
and looking for enrichment oppor-

tunities or needing extra support to 
stay on track, this program helps us 
meet students where they are.”
Flex Blocks aren’t just about ac-

ademics either. They’re an oppor-
tunity for students to receive so-
cial-emotional support and take a 

break from the usual routine to fo-
cus on activities they genuinely en-
joy. “It’s been a great way to help 
students balance their school day,” 
Ms. Key added. “They can take a 
breather and re-energize, which has 
made a big diff erence in how they 
approach the rest of the day.”
The Impact on Students: For stu-

dents at PHS, the feedback has been 
overwhelmingly positive. “It’s nice 
to have a break in the day where I 
can do something fun that is of in-
terest to me,” said one student. “I 
signed up for Ms. Herrington’s 
cooking class, and it’s something I 
now tell my friends to sign up for 
every week!”
As Flex Block continues to take 

shape at Pelahatchie High School, 
the administration and staff  are ea-
ger to see how this innovative fea-
ture will enhance student success 
both inside and outside the class-
room. By off ering personalized ed-
ucation, support, and enrichment, 
PHS is ensuring that every student 
can thrive.

Pelahatchie HS Launches New “Flex Block” Program for 7-12 Graders
By Kessie Key, Computer Science Instructor
Pelahatchie High School

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
1 & 2 BEDROOMS

PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-5814, TTY: 711

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday, 8:00a.m. – 5:00p.m.

Appliances Furnished   •   Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities   •   HUD Vouchers Accepted

Accepts referrals from MS Olmstead Initiative Network
and Community Mental Health Centers

  

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employee.”

For more information or to place an application call the o�ce number
listed above or come by the o�ce during o�ce hours.

Pelahatchie Library October Events

 “UNDERSTANDING
ALZHEIMER’S AND DEMENTIA”

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 11:00 A.M.
DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT 
ALZHEIMER’S AND THE MIND CENTER 

AT UMMC? 
JOIN US AT PELAHATCHIE PUBLIC 

LIBRARY ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 
2 AT 11:00 A.M. AS ALANA MILES 

FROM THE MIND CENTER JOINS US TO 
DISCUSS ALL THIS AND MORE. 

#THEMINDCENTER

TEEN MOVIE NIGHT
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 4:30 P.M.

WATCH A MOVIE AND ENJOY SOME 
SNACKS. CALL THE LIBRARY FOR 

DETAILS.

“A TIME TO REMEMBER”
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 5:30 P.M.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 5:30 P.M.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 5:30 P.M.

SHARE MEMORIES AND SUPPORT WITH 
OTHERS EXPERIENCING LOSS OF A LOVED ONE

SENIOR CITIZENS’ SOCIAL

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 11:00 A.M.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 11:00 

A.M.

ADULT BOOK CLUB

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16
11:00 A.M.

DISCUSSING 
MEMORY MAN

BY DAVID BALDACCI

PHS SPORTS GAMES
SCHEDULE: OCTOBER
FOOTBALL, VOLLEYBALL & BASKETBALL

TUE OCT 1, 2024 - 5:30PM VOLLEYBALL VS SEBASTOPOL JV/V
6:00PM JH FOOTBALL @ PISGAH

FRI OCT 4, 2024 - GYM FLOOR MAINTENANCE

7:00PM FOOTBALL @ ST. ANDREWS

SAT OCT 5, 2024 - GYM FLOOR MAINTENANCE

VOLLEYBALL 1ST ROUND OF THE PLAYOFFS

SUN OCT 6-11, 2024 - GYM FLOOR MAINTENANCE

FRI OCT 11, 2024 - 7:00PM FOOTBALL VS LEAKE CO.
MON OCT 14, 2024 - JH BASKETBALL @ MCLAURIN

THU OCT 17, 2024 - JH BASKETBALL @ PISGAH

FRI OCT 18, 2024 - 7:00PM FOOTBALL VS PISGAH

MON OCT 21, 2024 - JH BASKETBALL VS PUCKETT

THU OCT 24, 2024 - JH BASKETBALL @ LEAKE CO.
FRI OCT 25, 2024 - 7:00PM FOOTBALL @ PUCKETT

MON OCT 28, 2024 - JH BASKETBALL VS ST. ANDREWS

TUE OCT 29, 2024 - JH BASKETBALL VS RALEIGH

THU OCT 31, 2024 - 7:00PM FOOTBALL VS RALEIGH

(SENIOR NIGHT)
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For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112        601-854-5162

Many PHS band students participated in the recent MSU Marching Honor Band 
Clinic. The students got the chance to learn a quick song to perform on the fi eld at 
MSU with the Famous Maroon Band at halftime. The school is so proud of them for 
getting out of their comfort zone to experience such a fun event.

Pelahatchie HS Band participates
in MSU Marching Honor Clinic

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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Carnley places in 
Little Rock tourney

PHS student positive o�  ce referrals

On September 21, Paxton Carnley a student at Fusion Martial Arts 
participated in a tournament in Little Rock, AR. Out of his group 
he received the following awards: 1st place in Stick Sparring, and  
3rd place in Traditional Forms and Weapons Forms. Paxton worked 
very hard getting ready for this tournament and everyone at Fusion 
Martial Arts is very proud of his dedication and great attitude.

Congratulations to Ethan Ha-
good for his outstanding charac-
ter to Stringer athletes following 
the game Friday night. Mrs. An-
derson witnessed Ethan’s com-
passionate behavior from a dis-
tance and recognized the power 
in his actions. Thank you Ethan 
for showing your teammates 
and classmates what the Chief 
character looks like. 

Congratulations to Jessica Ellis 
on having a positive offi  ce refer-
ral for her willingness to stand 
out amongst her peers by taking 
it upon herself to help the staff  
clean the cafeteria each day once 
she fi nishes eating. Thank you 
for representing the heart of our 
Tribe so well. 

Congratulations to Brayden 
Griffi  n for his excellent eff orts in 
bringing a positive and engag-
ing personality to the classroom 
environment. His willingness to 
speak up and stand out makes 
him stand up amongst his peers. 
You represent us well Brayden. 

Congratulations Layne Tucker on 
your recognition of your outstand-
ing character. Layne saw a class-
mate’s wallet on the ground and 
promptly turned it in to the fi rst 
adult he encountered. His integ-
rity and honesty did not go unno-
ticed by his peers and teachers. 
Thank you Layne for having the 
character traits that represent a 
true Chief at heart. 

Special to Pelahatchie News

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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9TH ANNUAL
RANKIN COUNTY BUCKING BRONC BASH

Sunday, October 6, 2024, 2:00 p.m.
8 miles North of Pelahatchie on Highway 43 – RAIN OR SHINE

122 Justin Dr., Pelahatchie, MS 39145

THE BENEFIT RODEO FEATURES
10 Bareback Riders • 10 Saddle Bronc Riders • 10 Barrel Racers • 20 Bull Riders

Like Us On Facebook @RCBBB

FUNDRAISER FOR LEESBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT AND EVER REACHING COMMUNITY OUTREACH (ERCO)
$12 Admission – Kids 10 & Under FREE – KID’S ZONE

Sponsored by Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen held their regular meet-
ing on Tuesday, September 3, 2024 
at 6:00 P.M. at Town Hall. Mayor 
Karl VanHorn called the meeting to 
order, with Alderman Eddie Jones 

leading the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 
All board members were present, including Al-
derwoman Diane Hill, Alderwoman Sandra Har-
vey, Alderwoman Margie Warren, Alderman Ed-
die Jones, and Alderman James Harrell.
Residents and Visitors’ Business: 
Although Burt Dupree of Heslep Street was 

scheduled to speak, he did not attend the meeting.
Department Discussions:
Reports from the Police, Maintenance, Clerk, and 

Zoning departments were briefl y mentioned, but 
there were no major updates. The police chief was 
not present for the meeting.
New Business:
1. Approval of the minutes from the August 5, 

2024, regular board meeting. Alderwoman War-
ren made a motion to approve. Alderman Jones 
seconded. The motion passed with all in favor.
2. Approval of the minutes from a special board 

meeting held on Tuesday, August 27, 2024. (Ed-
itor’s Note: At this special meeting, the board 
granted St. Luke’s Church a conditional use per-
mit, allowing them to expand their property with 
the addition of a new cemetery and approved the 
town’s 2024 budget. The budget is now available 
for public viewing at both Pelahatchie City Hall 
and the Pelahatchie Police Department). Alder-

man Jones made a motion to approve, and Alder-
woman Warren seconded the motion. The motion 
passed with all in favor.
3. Approval of the unpaid claims docket. Alder-

man Jones made a motion to approve, and Alder-
woman Warren seconded the motion. All voted 
aye, except Alderwomen Harvey and Hill. The 
motion passed, 3-2.
4. Approval of a $989.20 payment to Morgan and 

White Insurance. Alderwoman Warren made a mo-
tion to approve, and Alderwoman Hill seconded 

the motion. The motion passed with all in favor.
5. Approval of an $8,017.57 payment to Blue 

Cross Insurance. Alderman Jones made a motion 
to approve, and Alderwoman Warren seconded 
the motion. The motion passed with all in favor.
6. Approval of a $6,536.27 payment to EMC In-

surance for the town’s property coverage. Alder-
woman Warren made a motion to approve, and 
Alderman Jones seconded the motion. The mo-
tion passed with all in favor.
7. Approval and ratifi cation of the August 2024 

payroll, including $63,603.29 from the General 
Fund and $24,664.98 from the Enterprise Fund. 
Alderman Jones made a motion to approve, and 
Alderwoman Warren seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-2.
Liquor Ordinance: 
Mayor VanHorn asked for a motion to amend the 

meeting agenda to allow for the board to vote on 
an ordinance that would allow liquor sales in the 
town of Pelahatchie. Alderman Jones then made a 
motion to allow amendment of the meeting agen-
da, and it was seconded by Alderwoman Warren. 
The ordinance was then voted on and passed 4-1, 
with Alderwoman Harvey being the only opposing 
vote. In the ordinance, Mayor VanHorn said that 
special zoning rules will apply to the town’s new 
liquor ordinance, limiting where liquor stores can 

City Beat: Mayor, Alderman meeting for September 23, 2024
By Shaun McInnish, Sr., City Beat
Writer, Pelahatchie News

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Continued on page 10
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Pastor Jones, ERA praise
team lead chapel programs

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Thank you to Associate Pastor Jeff  Jones from Park Place Baptist Church and to our ERA Praise Team for 
leading recent chapel programs.

ERA Lady Patriots take MC Opener

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Lady Patriots take 1st Place in the Mississippi College The Opener. Top fi nishers Jewel Baker (6th) & 
Audrey Mayatte (7th) came out on top of 37 of the best teams in the state.
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Chiefs of the Month named at PHS

Pelahatchie ES Student Spotlight

Pelahatchie High announces
student council leadership o�  cers

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Congratulations to the August Students of the Month from the PHS school leadership: “These students go 
above and beyond representing the heart of a Chief in all aspects of their roles on campus. PHS is blessed 
with the best. Thank you for what you do to make our student body better today than it was yesterday.” 
Thank you to the McLendon Family for sponsoring our Students of the Month for August. Your continued 
support of our student body is appreciated.

Pelahatchie Elementary School is proud to high-
light Haisley Parker. She helped a student on the 
playground and then invited them to play. She is a 
hard worker and is also extremely helpful to others 
in the classroom. PES is thankful for Haisley’s kind 
spirit and helpfulness!

Congratulations to the Pelahatchie High School Student Council Leadership Offi  cers: Jamaal Longino, 
President; Skylar Ousby, Vice President; Talia White, Secretary; Sarah Brooks Hopson, Reporter.
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136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

As Mississippi residents eagerly anticipate the 
arrival of fall, allergy suff erers should prepare for 
a challenging fall allergy season. Compared to 
last year, increased allergens are expected due to 
rising temperatures and higher rainfall.
The combination of warmer temperatures and in-

creased rainfall provides an ideal environment for 
plants like ragweed to thrive and multiply over 
longer periods. This results in larger quantities of 
pollen being released into the air in the fall. This 
pollen can travel long distances and aff ect those 
with asthma and allergies in Mississippi. Missis-
sippi Asthma & Allergy Clinics across the state 
are preparing for the season by off ering immu-
notherapy treatments and educating patients on 
managing their allergy triggers.
“While the severe drought in 2023 caused signif-

icant problems for many in our state, it did reduce 
the growth of plants that produce fall pollen,” said 
Dr. Joshua Fowler, physician at the Starkville lo-

cation of the Mississippi Asthma & Allergy Clinic. 
“In contrast, the surplus of rainfall in 2024 is likely 

to make fall allergies more prevalent this year.”
Now with eight locations throughout the state, 

including two new clinics in McComb and 
Starkville this year, Mississippi Asthma & Aller-
gy aims to assist all Mississippi residents suff ering 
from asthma and allergies through personalized 
treatment plans, helping them return to enjoying 
life without the worry of allergies and asthma.
“Our clinics see a signifi cant increase in patients 

during this time of year,” said Dr. Patricia Stew-
art, physician at the Jackson location of the Mis-
sissippi Asthma & Allergy Clinic. “Ragweed pol-
len is a major trigger for fall allergies and asthma, 
and we aim to provide our patients with quality 
care along with valuable information on associat-
ed symptoms and prevention.”
For more information or to schedule an appoint-

ment, visit the Mississippi Asthma & Allergy 
website at www.msaac.com and follow them on 
Facebook (Mississippi Asthma & Allergy Clinic 
PA) and Twitter (@MSAsthmaAllergy).

Severe allergy season expected due to temperatures, increased rainfall
Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News
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• “Breast Cancer Awareness Month”

• “The Pastor’s Perspective: What the Bible 
says about darkness”

2019 - 5 years ago2019 - 5 years ago

• “Rankin County School Distrit Announcces 
District Level “A” rating”

• “Carter reflects on her breast
cancer journey”

2023 - Last Year2023 - Last Year

• “Hometown Barre fitness studio gets
a lot of love”

• “Halloween comes to Jellystone Park, MS”

be in town (liquor stores will have to 
be in standalone buildings and liquor 
cannot be sold in gas stations or gro-
cery stores in town). Mayor VanHorn 
said he worked closely with state of-
fi cials and Senator Celeste Hurst and 
Representative Brian Rhodes on this 
issue, and it has been in the works 
for over two years. The mayor add-
ed that anyone interested in opening 
a liquor store in Pelahatchie should 
apply through the state of Mississip-
pi for a liquor license and then apply 
before the Pelahatchie Board of Al-
derman for business license and for 
location approval. Mayor VanHorn 
said all steps are listed in the actual 
ordinance itself.
Final discussions:
Alderwoman Hill commented on 

better ways to communicate the 
dates of town board meetings (like 
using a mobile application), Alder-
woman Harvey asked about a sec-
ond bush hog attachment, and Al-
derwoman Warren and Aldermen 
Jones and Harrell had no further 
comments.
Mayor VanHorn reminded attend-

ees that the tax levies would remain 
unchanged from the previous year. 
He also encouraged everyone to at-
tend Pelahtachie’s upcoming Musca-
dine Jubilee on Saturday, September 
14, at Muscadine Park. He reminded 
everyone that the event will begin at 
10:00 A.M. and feature live enter-
tainment, food, and vendors.
With no further business, the meet-

ing was adjourned.

City Mayor meeting Sept. 23, 2024
Continued from Page 6

Recently, the JROTC cadets pushed their limits and showed incredible 
teamwork at the recent Raider Hill competition on campus. A huge congrat-
ulations to SFC McGraw’s team for their nail-biting victory, winning by a 
mere 3 seconds. The school is so proud of all the cadets for their dedication, 
perseverance, and outstanding performance. The JROTC students all repre-
sented PHS with honor. 

PHS JROTC conquers Raider Hill

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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When I was a teenag-
er and into my 20’s, I 
loved going to the Mis-
sissippi State Fair. I 
couldn’t wait for those 
weeks in October 

each year. While I still enjoy going, 
the inspiration for going has changed 
dramatically. In my younger years, I 
loved all the exciting rides.  To be cer-
tain, in my mid-40’s I’m much more 
interested in the free biscuit or check-
ing out the newest deep fried whatever. But 25-30 
years ago, it was the Pirate Ship, the Kamikaze, 
the Gravitron, and my personal favorite, The Super 
Himalaya. However, one day, I remember Melanie 
and I taking our 4 kids (all under the age of 10 at 
the time) to a park with just a simple playground. 
My oldest son, Caleb, wanted to ride the merry-go-
round, and so of course, I spun him around as fast 
as I could. After he had some fun, he wanted to spin 
me. I thought, sure, that’ll be fun!  After all, the 
Super Himalaya is my favorite ride at the fair!  He 
spun me for a few seconds and then I begged to 
get off . As I exited the merry-go-round, I stumbled 
this way and that and may have even hit the ground 
before eventually making it to a park bench, where 

I laid down until my body and head somewhat re-
calibrated. It really wasn’t until the next day that 
I felt “normal” again.  It was that moment that I 
realized my body had entered a new season of life 
and wasn’t prepared to spin that quickly anymore!
While I don’t enjoy spinning at high velocity any-

more, sometimes life spins me around quicker than 
I’d like. Perhaps for you, the better metaphor is a 
roller coaster with high peaks and deep valleys. Re-
gardless, as much as we’d like for it to, life doesn’t 
always keep us on a smooth and straightforward 
path. Life can be bumpy. It can spin us into dizzi-
ness. It can even knock us down.  
Lamentations is a fascinating book in the Bible.  

As the title projects, the book includes the laments 
of the prophet Jeremiah as the people of God began 

to experience the long-warned punishment from 
God for their consistent disobedience. It is not a 
chipper read. However, right in the middle of Jer-
emiah’s gloomy laments is this shocking burst of 
light: “But this I call to mind, and therefore I have 
hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
His mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is Your faithfulness.” There’s 
much to unpack from these verses, but one thing 
I’d like to communicate to you is that God is not 
surprised when life throws you and I into the spin 
cycle. He is all-knowing and sovereign. Therefore, 
when He promises to provide daily mercies for us 
that are new each morning, the promise here is that 
those daily mercies are suffi  cient for each day’s spe-
cifi c trouble or challenge. We can depend on them 
to be enough for us because He knows exactly what 
we’re going through. But also notice this: Jeremiah 
called this promise to his mind intentionally as he 
was in the middle of the trouble. It was an intention-
al decision for him to believe God for the mercies 
he needed each day.
Therefore, my challenge for me and you today is 

to be mindful of the faithfulness of God. That He is 
all-knowing and all-suffi  cient and supremely gen-
erous in that He provides exactly what we need to 
walk through whatever we encounter, even when 
we’re in the spin cycle. When the darkness is over-
bearing and the challenges seemingly unbearable, 
call to mind God’s steadfast love and believe Him 
for the mercies you need to carry you through.

Pastor’s Perspective: Daily Mercies for Daily Trouble
By Guest Columnist 
Spencer Sullivan, Pastor, 
Pelahatchie Baptist

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News
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H I G H E N D S E R V I C E , H O M E T O W N H E A R T .
B A N K W H E R E Y O U ’ R E T R E A T E D L I K E F A M I L Y .

The Pelahatchie community celebrates the Muscadine Jubilee

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Photo by PHS

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

The Jubilee Finale featured the group EXILE. A 
good time was had by all. Thanks to Tom Miles 
for being emcee again.

Photo by PHS

Pelahatchie JROTC Cadets Talia White, 
Savanah Carlino, Madeline McKee, 
and Carson Conn conducted the color 
guard during the opening ceremony of 
the Muscadine Festival. 
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1-800-HINDSCC
hindscc.edu

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment opportunities and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. We recognize our responsibility to provide an open and welcoming environment that fosters a culture of diversity, equity, and inclusion for employees and students to collaboratively learn, work and serve our communities.  The following 
have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies:

EEOC Compliance: Office of Campus Culture and Diversity, PO Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3569 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu
Title IX: Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

JACKSON  |  NAHC  |  RANKIN  |  RAYMOND  |  UTICA  |  VICKSBURG

A Stomping good time at the Muscadine Jubilee

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

The Muscadine Stomp was held at the Muscadine Jubilee Saturday at Muscadine Park. Pictured in the top-left photo (l to r) are: Jordan Graves, Town of Pelahatchie clerk; Nathan [Pedro] Martinez, Town Animal Con-
trol; Josh McCrory, judge; Garret Irwin, Town Police Offi  cer; Patsy Watson, local community leader; Gene Miller, ERCO; Brandon Walker, WLBT; and Hannah Lane, 96.3 FM. And the trophy goes to Pelahatchie Animal 
Control Offi  cer Nathan [Pedro] Martinez, who stomped more than seven ounces.

Garret Irwin Nathan [Pedro] Martinez
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East Rankin seniors selected to all-star cheer team

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

ERA seniors Kylee Holifi eld, Abby Raines, Katie Simpson and Maury Ann Walley were recently selected to be a part of the 24-25 MAIS All-Star Cheer 
Team! As part of the All-Star Cheer Team, these seniors will be recognized at the MAIS Spirit Competition on Wednesday, October 23rd at the Mississippi 
Coliseum in Jackson. The All-Star Cheer Team will also have the opportunity to perform during the MAIS All-Star Football games on Friday, December 6 
at Jackson Prep, and for the All-Star Basketball games on February 28 at Jackson Prep.
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RCSD awards students and 
employees of the month

PHS alum supports team

Special to Pelahatchie News
Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie Elementary School is thrilled to announce that two of its very own were honored today by 
RCSD and received Great to Best awards! Angel Cortes, a 3rd grade student, received the RCSD Elemen-
tary Student of the Month and Ms. Sonya Myers, Administrative Assistant & Attendance Clerk, received 
the RCSD Elementary Classifi ed Employee of the Month. PES is thankful for all Angel and Ms. Myers do 
on a daily basis to make our school the best place to learn and grow. They make a diff erence every day.

Once a Chief, Always a Chief! Even though he’s now a proud Jackson State Tiger, Malcolm McGee never 
forgets his roots. Every Friday night, you’ll fi nd him right back here on the sidelines, cheering on the Chiefs 
and supporting the coaching staff . Malcolm makes the trip to every game, no matter how far, showing his 
unwavering dedication to the PHS Tribe. Thank you, Malcolm, for your continued investment in PHS school 
and students. Your positive infl uence and presence make a huge impact on school culture and community. 
PHS is proud of the young man you’ve become. 
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Hawk from ERA
named National
Merit     Semi� nalist

PHS Fishing
Teams compete 
in Tournament

Special to Pelahatchie News
Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Congratulations to ERA student Audrey Hawk on 
being named a 2025 National Merit Semifi nalist.
Audrey will continue through the 2025 National 
Merit Scholarship Program selection process as 
she competes to become a 2025 National Merit 
Finalist.

Recently, two PHS fi shing teams competed in 
the MHSAA Open Tournament at Pickwick: Dan-
non Weaver and Clay McKee (not pictured) and 
Malachi Macklin and Cameron Harvey. Macklin 
and Harvey fi nished 6th with three fi sh weighing 
7.72 lbs. Thank you Coach Goodin for guiding and 
coaching these Chiefs.

The Greenville, MS-based National 
Association of Junior Auxiliaries Inc. 
(NAJA) is accepting applications for its 
Graduate Scholarship Program. Appli-
cants must be pursuing graduate-level 
studies for one year in fi elds which ad-
dress the needs of children and youth.
Graduate fi elds of study include, but are 

not limited to, counseling, psychology, 
mental development, special education, 
speech pathology, exceptional children, 
remedial skills development, hearing 
impaired, and gifted and talented.
Applicants must be a permanent U.S. 

citizen and a permanent resident of 
states with chapters of nonprofi t Junior 
Auxiliary. Those states are Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, Missis-
sippi, Missouri, and Tennessee.
Scholarship grants are awarded annu-

ally to persons who work, or plan to 
work, directly with children. The NAJA 
Scholarship Program was begun in 1962 
and has awarded more than $1,556,104.
Instructions and application forms 

are available only from September 1, 
2024 through February 1, 2025 from 
the NAJA website. For more informa-
tion, go to https://www.najanet.org/na-
ja-scholarship.

NAJA o� ers graduate scholarships

Special to Pelahatchie News

Our campus offers senior living with your choice of
· Apartments & Garden Homes for Independent Lifestyles

· Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
· Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

Call today for your personal tour!
(601) 857-5011

2300 Seven Springs Road • Raymond, MS 39154

Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Riggs Manor
Retirement Community


