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Locals join top 5 nominees

BESTOF | THEBEST

NOMINEES

Special to Pelahatchie News

Several local businesses have been nominated to be top 5 finalists
for Rankin’s Best of the Best 2025-2026. These include Crooked
Letter Kitchen, Crooked Creek Animal Hospital, Ever Reaching
Community Outreach (ERCO), Jellystone Park Pelahatchie, and
Rankin County Co-Op.

Continued on page 2
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Southern Pine Electric hosts 87th annual meeting

Special to Pelahatchie News

Southern Pine Electric
welcomed members from
across its 11-county ser-
vice area on Thursday,
November 13, 2025 for
the cooperative’s 87th An-
nual Meeting, a day filled
with fellowship, fun, and
a shared commitment to
the community the co-op
has proudly served since
1938.

Members gathered at Southern Pine’s headquarters to
enjoy a variety of interactive booths that highlighted the
many departments and services of the cooperative. Sev-
eral booths showcased member spotlights, featuring
local artisans and small businesses whose handmade
goods, crafts, and wares reflect the unique character of
the communities Southern Pine serves. Guests also en-
joyed dynamic demonstrations from the Scott County
Schools Robotics Team, whose students shared innova-
tive projects and hands-on robotics displays.

Covington County Hos-
pital provided free health
screenings, and Lowe’s,
Co-Lin Community Col-
lege, Mississippi State
University’s Cybersecuri-
ty Mobile Unit, and Mis-
sissippi  Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries, and
Parks were all a part of the
celebration.

Attendees were treated to
a special lunch, Linemen
Storm Boxes, giving mem-
bers an inside look at the meals provided to linemen
during storm recovery operations. The lunch served
as a unique way to connect members to the hard work
Southern Pine’s crews perform during severe weather
events.

Following the festivities, music was provided by
Seminary High School’s Jazz Ensemble as members
gathered for the official business meeting. Drum-
monds McAlpin, President & CEQO, delivered the an-
nual report, highlighting the strong state of the cooper-
Continued on page 2

By Guest Columnist Alana Goss

Recently, Jellystone Park™
Pelahatchie brought home the
Pinnacle Club Award from the
2025 Camp Jellystone Awards

The Pinnacle Club Award
recognizes parks that scored
95% or higher on their annual

This award is a testament to
the hard work of the staff and
the loving campers that come
back year after year. Thank
you for loving Jellystone at

My mom (Stephanie Goss,
GM) and I (Alana Goss) start-
ed here in 2020 during Covid.
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It’s not just

a generator.
GENERAC

My aunt, Tanya Scherer, was
already working here during
that time. We have only been
here for those few years, but
this year marked our 20th
year anniversary of being a
Jellystone Park™! It is a huge
accomplishment. We were
awarded this year at the 2025
Symposium Awards for our
20th Anniversary. We also
received the Pinnacle Club
Award while there. Mrs.
Stephanie Goss is in the photo
with the awards, and she has
been the General Manager at
Jellystone Park™ Pelahatchie
since November 2022. This is
a huge honor with the Jelly-
stone Franchise.

FREE QUOTE!

601-460-0256
Free Warranty worth $535.*

Jellystone Park wins Pinnacle Club Award

NNACLE CLUB

AWARD RECIPIENT
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Southern Pme Electric Hosts 87th Annual Meetlng

ative, ongoing investments in reliability
and enhancements to member programs
and services. He reflected on Southern
Pine’s deep roots in the communities it
serves and praised the dedication of the
team members who “Bring the Power”
every day.

Members also enjoyed the chance to
win valuable prizes during the event.
Drawings were held for door prizes,
$250, $500, $750, and $1,000 worth
of electricity, culminating in the grand
prize giveaway of a retired Southern
Pine pickup truck.

During the business meeting, four in-
cumbent directors were re-elected by
the membership to continue their ser-
vice on the board:

* Billy Parish, Jefferson Davis County

* Blaine Eaton, Smith County

* Mims Berry, Lawrence County

* Dean Kirby, Rankin County

“We are thankful for another successful
annual meeting and grateful for the op-
portunity to spend time with our mem-
bers,” McAlpin said. “Their trust and
involvement ensure that Southern Pine
remains strong, member-focused, and
committed to providing safe, reliable,
and affordable electric service.”

For more information about Southern
Pine Electric, visit southernpine.coop.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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Locals shine with top 5 lists for Rankin’s Best of the Best
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By Susie A. Wolfe

The Phillips family of Pelahatchie has
decades of combined experience vol-
unteering at the Pelahatchie Volunteer
Fire Department (PVFD) — with a spe-
cial Christmas twist.

Clark Phillips has volunteered with the
PVFD for 30 years. His father, Harold
Phillips, played Santa for years before
his passing in 2000. Now, Clark is tak-
ing up the mantle. He has appeared as
Pelahatchie’s very own Santa Claus
since 2023.

“I enjoy seeing children’s faces light up,”
Clark, who is a Burke forklift mechanic
by trade, said. “It’s heartwarming!”

Volunteering at the PVFD is a Phillips
family tradition. Clark’s brother, Tracy
Phillips, and nephew, Kirkland Phillips,
are also PVFD volunteers. Clark served
as Fire Chief for many of his 30 years
of service.

In 2024, Clark’s wife, Katrina, began
joining him as Mrs. Claus at the Pela-
hatchie Santa Breakfast at the Commu-
nity Center, the Christmas Parade, and
Jellystone Park’s Community Christ-
mas. This year, they are adding Bare-
foot Springs Baptist Church to their cir-
cuit and are open to other opportunities
in the area.

Katrina, originally from Pearl, met
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Phillips’ family supports Pelahatchle VFD as Chrlstmas helpers

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Harold Phillips was the Santa for Walters Pancake
Breakfast, and Pelahatchie’s Pancake Break-
fast and Firefighter’s Dinner. He is shown here
at Pelahatchie Elementary. He passed away in
August 2021.

Clark after moving to Pelahatchie.
Their daughters and son-in-law, Mary
Elizabeth Phillips and Tabitha and Har-
rison Varner, also live in Pelahatchie.
Katrina is the chief executive assis-
tant at Canopy Children’s Solutions
and was appointed to the Mississippi
Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee
16 years ago, on which she still serves
today. She said the Phillips family is
made up of service-oriented people.
“God gave our family the gift of en-

couragement,” Katrina said. “It is such

a blessing to see the kids smile and the
parents light up!”

Katrina said she will also make per-
sonalized Christmas videos for $10
from December 1-23.

The PVFD is holding their annu-
al fundraiser, the Christmas Tour of

Katrina Phillips is offering Personalized Video
Messages from Mrs. Claus December 1-23 for a
small fee. She and Clark love to see the kids smile
and the parents light up!

Homes, on December 6 from 1-6 p.m.
Clark and Katrina will be at the Town
of Pelahatchie Museum next to the li-
brary all day. Stops on the Christmas
Tour of Homes include 202 Warren

Clark and Katrina Phillips will be standing in for
Santa and Mrs. Claus at the Pelahatchie San-
ta Breakfast, Christmas Parade, and Jellystone
Park’s Community Christmas, all on December 6.
Plus, they will be at the Pelahatchie Volunteer Fire
Department’s Christmas Tour of Homes from 1-4
p.m. that afternoon.

Street, home of Andy and Janie Johns;
395 N. Brooks Avenue, home of David
and Leshea Gray; and 108 Teague Lane,
home of Rick and Anne Cordell. There
will also be a stop at the Pelahatchie
Baptist Church for complimentary cof-
fee and hot chocolate, hosted by PVFD
chaplain Pastor Spencer Sullivan.

Bringing Christmas joy is something
Katrina and Clark love to share. For
more information, contact Mrs. Claus
at 601-672-6001.

Mary Ann Griffin, CFNP « Kim Risher ¢ Keﬁberg)a
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For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord.

Luke 2:11 _

Grlfﬁn Famlly Medical Clinic

507 Hwy 80 West, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601-854-8002

of HORIES

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 1:00 - 5:00 PM

STOP #1 - 716 SECOND STREET
TOWN OF PELAHATCHIE MUSEUM

§Mv7? wv// Lb /10‘1/(//

STOP #2 - 204 WARREN AVENUE
“CHICKEN FOOT DOMINO HOUSE"
GUEST HOUSE OF ANDY AND JANIE JOHNS

STOP #3 - 300 CHURCH STREET
PELAHATCHIE BAPTIST CHURCH
HOSTED BY FIRE DEPARTMENT CHAPLAIN
AND PASTOR SPENCER SULLIVAN

@a;wf/vmw:/;ﬁ,i« owff(xb mw/ Lwﬁ[mw/mﬁ g/f/‘Wv&{ Leye

STOP #4 - 395 N BROOKS AVENUE
HOME OF DAVID AND LESHEA GRAY

STOP #5 - 108 TEAGUE LANE
HOME OF RICK AND ANNE CORDELL

TICKETS $10 EACH. AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL OR
SCAN THE OR CODE TO PURCHASE ONLINE




By Guest Columnist,
Robin Sanders, Principal,
Pelahatchie Elementary School

On Tuesday, Novem-
ber 4, Pelahatchie El-
ementary welcomed
families for its annual
Family Instructional
Night, this year was themed “An
Enchanted Night of Learning.”

Special to
Pelahatchie News

The event included themed sta-
tions and games for PreK through
6th grade students and their fam-
ilies. Reading, math, science and
STEAM stations invited hands-on
participation, and families rotat-
ed through activities designed to
model at-home learning strategies.

The Pelahatchie Public Library

MERRY

Pelahatchie Elementary welcomes families to

also attended this event, offer-
ing families the opportunity
to apply for library cards and
learn about community resourc-
es. The Scholastic Book Fair
was on site, allowing families
to browse and purchase books
to build home libraries. Addi-
tionally, the PTO provided a
themed snack for all students,
and each student left with a bag
of goodies to support continued
learning at home.

Pelahatchie Elementary thanks

the families who attended this
magical event and remains
committed to providing a strong
partnership among home,
school, and the surrounding
community!
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Special to Pelahatchie News

Thanks so much to Pelahatchie Elementary School for the invite to attend their Family Instructional Night &
Book Fair. Ms. Brenna enjoyed playing games and sharing information about the library with all the families
who stopped by.

Pelahatchie High School, Principa

By Guest Columnist, Voncille
Anderson, Head Principal,
Pelahatchie High School

As we enter the season
of thankfulness, good-
will, and giving, it is
important to pause and
reflect on the many ways
our lives are enriched by our daily in-
teractions. For educators, the connec-
tions we build with students, colleagues,
parents, and community members hold
exceptional value. Each day, our teach-
ers walk into the building with a com-
mitment to share knowledge, refine their
practice, impart wisdom, and foster a
love of learning. They pour themselves
into our school out of genuine dedication
to their students and to their profession.

Special to
Pelahatchie News

Each year, the arrival of Thanksgiv-
ing ushers in a special season of grat-
itude at our school. During this time,
parents, students, and staff members
have the opportunity to express their
appreciation for one another. The notes

shared with our faculty are both
uplifting and deeply meaningful—
often providing encouragement
that teachers may not realize they
needed. The greatest testimony of
a teacher’s impact is found in the
words of his or her students. This
month, our current and former
students have poured out heart-
felt reminders of the influence our
teachers have had on their lives.
Their messages—full of gratitude,
reflection, and admiration—serve
as powerful affirmations of the
meaningful work happening in our
classrooms each day.

I extend my sincere appreciation
to everyone who took the time to
share a message of thanks with a
member of the Pelahatchie High
School staff. Your words make a
difference. As we move into the
holiday season, I wish everyone
joy, peace, and the reminder that
the most meaningful gifts are
those given from the heart.

Anderson welcomes new staff
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For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112 601-854-5162
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Ngws Follow up on Facebook for
more Pelahatchie News
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Pelahatchie Library December Events
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SENIOR SocCIAL
DEc. 2 AND 16 AT 11:00 A.M.

DIY CHrisTMAS ORNAMENTS

Dec. 4 At 5:00 .M. ° o
HoLipay FLOWER ® ./0.
ARRANGEMENT CLass __—<*

()
DEcC. 10 AT 2:00 .M.  © &
{ ]

BruncH & BooOks:
Apurr Book CLus
DEec. 17 AT 11:00 A.M.

PELAHATCHIE PETALS
GARDEN CLUB
DEc. 18 AT 5:30 p.M.
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@R %ed Creek Animal Hospital

Charles Edwards II, DVM
- Katlyn Henning, DVM
29 . ny Sowell, DVM
- R ‘_ Carter Hill, DVM
RN 123 Pleasant Pace Dr.
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

- crookedcreekanimal.com

Phone: 601-854-7808
Fax: 601-854-7810

Crooked Creek Lodge

Phone: 601-812-8012
ccahlodge@gmail.com

Follow Us On:
Facebook: Crooked Creek Animal Hospital

TikToK: Crooked Creek AH ’ 4

ERA robotics undefeated at
Tupelo qualifier for State
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Special to Pelahatchie News

The ERA robotics team is currently ranked 24th in the world out of 500 teams that have competed
this season. The team won the award for Winning Alliance Captain and was the Inspire Award
runner-up at the Tupelo Qualifier that took place on November 15. This qualifies them for the FTC
State Championship.

Eli Boyer among MSU Presidential
Partnership Scholarship recipients

SE0™ =

Special to Pelahatchie News

Eli Boyer, a computer science major from Pelahatchie, Mississippi, is among 13 Mississippi State
transfer students receiving Presidential Partnership Scholarships this fall, the university’s most
prestigious awards for those transferring from the state’s community colleges. Boyer is a graduate
of Hinds Community College. Presidential Partnership Scholars receive funding to cover their full,
on-campus tuition costs for two years. They are enrolled in MSU'’s First-Year Experience: CC Pres-
idential Scholars leadership class. The students must be enrolled full time and maintain a 3.0 GPA.
The scholars are members of Phi Theta Kappa, the two-year college national honor society, and are
nominated by their respective community college presidents and selected by the MSU Scholarship
Committee.
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City Beat: Mayor, Alderman meeting for Tuesday, November 3, 2025

[

By Shaun Mclnnish, Sr., City Beat
Writer, Pelahatchie News

The November 2025 meeting of the
Pelahatchie Mayor and Board of Al-
dermen was held on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3, 2025, at Town Hall. Mayor Karl
VanHorn called the meeting to order at
6:00 p.m., followed by the invocation
by Alderman Jones and the Pledge of
Allegiance. Roll call was taken with Alderwoman
Diane Hill, Alderwoman Sandra Harvey, Alderman
David Gray, Alderman Eddie Jones, and Alderman
James Harrell all present, establishing a quorum.

Special to
Pelahatchie News

Residents and Visitors’ Business:

Victoria and Devon Porter appeared before the board
regarding Gingerbread Kutz, a childcare business they
currently own in Morton and wish to relocate to Pela-
hatchie. Mrs. Porter explained that she already holds
the necessary license but must receive the town’s
approval before the state can complete its required
inspection. After discussing the request, Alderman
Jones made the motion to approve the relocation, Al-
derwoman Hill seconded, and the motion carried with
all members voting in favor.

David Hegwood was mentioned as wanting to ex-
press his plans for a building on Brown Street, with
the Police Chief explaining he had talked with Mr.
Hegwood and that he intends to lease the building and
operate it as a shop. He noted that the structure had be-
come an eyesore and stated his intention to clean and
repaint it as part of preparing the building for use. Al-
derman Jones made the motion to approve his request,
Alderman Gray seconded, and the motion passed with

all members voting in favor.

Department Discussions:

The City Clerk announced that the Senior Citizen
Thanksgiving Luncheon will be held on Thursday, No-
vember 20 at 11:00 a.m. at the Knox Ross Town Center.
The Pelahatchie Volunteer Fire Department will host
its annual Breakfast with Santa on Saturday, December
6, from 6:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., featuring pancakes and
photos with Santa. Immediately after the breakfast, the
Town of Pelahatchie will hold its annual Christmas Pa-
rade at 10:00 a.m. on December 6. This year’s theme

S
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is “Winter Wonderland,” and participation forms are
available at City Hall.

New Business:

The board approved the minutes from the October 6,
2025 regular meeting on a motion by Alderman Jones,
seconded by Alderman Gray, and the motion passed
unanimously.

The unpaid claims docket was then approved on a
motion by Alderman Jones and a second by Alderman
Harrell, with the motion passing 3—2, with Alderwoman
Harvey and Hill voting no.

The board next approved the disbursement of the
bank draft payment to Morgan and White Insurance
in the amount of $1,114.23, associated with the

AmFirst card and secondary to BCBS. Alderman
Jones made the motion, Alderwoman Hill seconded,
and the motion passed with all in favor.

A Dbank draft payment to EMC Insurance for
$13,024.75, covering property insurance, was also ap-
proved with a motion by Alderman Jones and a second
by Alderman Gray, and the motion passed with all in
favor.

Payroll for October 2025 was then approved and rat-
ified, with totals of $77,003.73 for the General Fund
and $29,246.41 for the Enterprise Fund. Alderman
Jones made the motion, Alderman Gray seconded,
and the motion carried 3-2 with Alderwoman Hill
and Alderwoman Harvey voting no.

Aldermen and Mayor Discussions:

Alderman Jones reminded everyone that a Veterans
Day Program will be held on November 11 at §:00
a.m. at the East Rankin Academy Activity Center.
Alderman Harrell reported the need for pothole
repairs on Grimes.

Mayor VanHorn closed the meeting updates by dis-
cussing the town’s tornado sirens, reporting that the
county provided a quote of $200,000 to replace all six
sirens within the Pelahatchie city limits. The proposal
includes full installation of the sirens and a full warran-
ty, to be repaid by the town at a rate of $20,000 per year
for ten years. Alderwoman Hill made the motion to ac-
cept the proposal, Alderwoman Harvey seconded, and
the motion passed with all members in favor. Mayor
VanHorn noted that the work would begin soon.

With no further business, Alderman Jones made a mo-
tion to adjourn the November meeting, Alderwoman
Hill seconded the motion, the motion passed with all
in favor, and the meeting was adjourned at 6:38 P.M.

Barnett awarded new teacher grant

|

Special to Pelahatchie News

Britnee Barnett (left), gifted teacher at Pelahatchie and McLaurin Elementary, was awarded the Carol
Paola New Teacher Grant at the Mississippi Association for Gifted Children Conference.
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Trustmark Park’s Southern Lights is now pet friendly

December 2025

By Susie A. Wolfe

--------

The Southern Lights at Trustmark Park in Pearl has
officially opened the gates to pets. Attendees can now
bring their dogs.

With millions of twinkling lights, festive walkways,
warm fire pits, and the biggest holiday glow-up a
ballpark has ever seen, The Southern Lights is now
a place where the whole family can soak in the sea-
son together—even the four-legged family members
who think every new smell is an adventure and every
stranger is a new best friend.

To keep the joy flowing and the chaos fun instead of feral, pets must remain on a leash at all times. Guests are
asked to clean up after their animals and follow all local, state, and federal pet regulations while inside the ball-
park. The Southern Lights runs through January 4 with ice skating, train rides, s’mores stations, festive treats, and
immersive displays across the concourse and field.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

The Southern Lights have invited your pets to attend with the rest of
the family. On Preview Night on November 20, dogs were enjoying
the festive atmosphere.
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Pelahatchie High School cheerleading team wins at Deep South

Congratulations to the Pelahatchie High School Cheer Team for scoring first place in the Deep South Cheer Competition with their highest score
in five years.

Rpsuntlnsug

Sunday Schedule:

9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
10:30 a.m. - Sunday School for all ages

Wednesday Schedule:

5:30 p.m. - Family Dinner (Call to make reservations)
6:30 p.m. - Prayer Meeting; Youth Worship;
Children’s Activities; Ladies Bible Study

Online Worship Opportunity:

(Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook Page)
9:00 a.m. - Worship Service every Sunday

Cross Roads Baptist Church, 104 Crossroads Road, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
(601) 546-2297 - www.crbc.online

(5 miles south of Interstate 20 on Highway 43 South)
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What's new at Performance Therapy Pelahatchie on referrals

By Susie A. Wolfe

Performance Therapy Pelahatchie has been
serving the Pelahatchie, Puckett, Pisgah, and
Morton areas since February 2019, with phys-
ical therapy services such as total joint pro-
cedures including balance and gait training;
lower back; post-surgical; and sports injuries.

The Pelahatchie clinic currently has three
therapists including Micah Brooke Smith, di-
rector; Kristen Shivers; and Hannah Berry; and
three athletic trainers including Braxton James,

Cody Shaw; and Bill Thomas. They work with
athletes and adults usually on location.

The Brandon location also offers speech
therapy, chiropractic, and pediatrics.

As ofJuly 1, 2024, physical therapists in Mis-
sissippi do not require a physician’s referral
for direct patient access. This means residents
can seek physical therapy services directly,

The Performance Therapy Pelahatchie staff (I to r) First row: Hannah Berry;
Micah Brooke Smith, director; Kristen Shivers; Anna Kate Goree; and Courtney
Rhodes; Back row: Braxton James; Scot Huffman, owner; Cody Shaw; and Bill
Thomas.

2
Special to Pelahatchie News

though some insurance plans may still require
prior authorization or a referral for coverage.

Performance Therapy Inc., owned by Dan
Young, Spencer Shoemaker, and Daniel Tack-
ett, has more than 22 locations and growing.
The late Scot Huffman of the Pelahatchie area
was also an owner.

The Pelahatchie Performance Therapy is open
Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. To make
an appointment or schedule a free screening at
the Pelahatchie clinic at the railroad track at 201
South Brooks Street, call 601-759-5006. The
website is www.performancetherapyms.com.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Susie Wolfe, the author of
this piece, just completed a therapy regimen
for lower back pain at this location. She was
scheduled two times a week for six weeks. It
was her first experience with any type of phys-
ical therapy, and she considers the experience
a success.

BUSINESS
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LAMPTON-LOVE GAS CO. ¢f

RESIDENTIAL - FARM - INDUSTRIAL
SALES & SERVICES
GAS - SYSTEMS - CARBURETION

PEOPLE TRUST
OUR PRODUCT
AND SERVICE

DANIEL ROBINSON
@ MANAGER

i . PELAHATCHIE, MS
WEARE A

601-854-5256 g
GAS MAN COMPANY
[ ) [ ) [ )

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Allstate.

You're in good hands.
Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

RicHLAND WRECKER SERVICE

& Auto REPAIR

We Go The Extra Mile « 24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Brakes ¢ Timing Belts « Water Pumps ¢ Clutches ¢ Certified A/C and More

ey 24 HOUR 2651 Hwy. 468
RN 601-502-3706 WX RIEEE)

WE BUY JUNK CARS
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Come see us on Facebook!
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Specialty Tree Service wc
601-405-5857 ,

Specializing in large and
dangerous tree removal

Free

Gabe Walters Estimates!

601-405-5857

Tree Removal - Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding . Lot Clearing

Debris Removal
CREMATION

@ SERVICES, LLC.

CARING, DIGINIFIED
CREMATION SERVICE PROVIDER

237 HWY 13 N,
MORTON, MS 39327

PHONE: (601) 732-3624
FAX: (601) 732-3732

CENTRAL MS

Master Card American Express Discover VISA

Crossgafes Tewelers, Inc.

Tammy & Gerald Frazier
Owners

(601) 939-9313
Watch & Jewelry Repair

401 Cross Park Drive
Suite A
Pearl, MS 39208

Custom Design
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Pilgrims to pecan pie: A brief history
of Thanksgiving (Southern style)

By Kenneth A. McDade

If you ask most Americans where Thanksgiving comes from, they’ll say some-
thing about Pilgrims in funny hats shaking hands with Native Americans over a
giant turkey. And while that’s partly true, the real story is a little less Hallmark and
a little more “we really hope winter doesn’t kill us.”

The year was 1620. A group of religious separatists—yes, the famous Pilgrims—
boarded the Mayflower not because they wanted to get a jumpstart on Black Fri-
day shopping, but because they wanted freedom of religion and worship. England
wasn’t exactly handing out First Amendment rights back then, so off they sailed.
The voyage was long, cramped, and smelled like 100 people living in a wooden
salad bowl, but eventually they landed at Plymouth.

Their first winter was brutal. Nearly half of them didn’t make it. In the spring, the
Wampanoag people stepped in with actual life-saving knowledge: planting tech-
niques, fishing advice, and probably a gentle suggestion that “maybe don’t build
your settlement on a windy hill.” By fall of 1621, the Pilgrims had crops—at least
enough that they weren’t staring down another “winter of nope.” They held a feast
of gratitude, invited their Wampanoag neighbors, and unknowingly launched a hol-
iday that would one day involve parades, football, and political arguments over
sweet-potato marshmallows.

So how did this humble harvest meal turn into a national holiday? A footnote.
Yes, a footnote changed American history.

In 1841, the Rev. Alexander Young published an account of that 1621 dinner.
Tucked at the bottom of the page, he added the now-famous line:

“This was the first Thanksgiving, the great festival of New England.”

People read that footnote and
said, “Well, if the reverend said it,
it must be true!” The idea spread
faster than gossip at a family re-
union. Suddenly, everyone agreed
that the Pilgrims invented Thanks-
giving—even though they didn’t
actually call it that.

And then along came Abraham
Lincoln. In 1863, in the middle of
the Civil War—when the nation
was having what we might polite-
ly call “a rough patch”—Lincoln
declared Thanksgiving a national
holiday to promote unity. Nothing
brings people together like gratitude, hope, and a guaranteed day off work.

Now, fast-forward a couple of centuries and mosey on down South. Southern-
ers took the original Thanksgiving concept—gratitude, community, harvest—and
added their own twist: butter. Lots of butter. Also casseroles. And iced tea strong
enough to power a small tractor. And sweet enough to be a dessert.

While the Pilgrims most likely dined on venison, fowl, squash, and corn, South-
erners perfected what we now think of as “traditional” dishes. Cornbread dressing
replaced New England’s soggy bread stuffing (because if you’re going to carb-load,
do it right). Pecan pie strutted onto the scene, proving that even nuts can become
dessert if you add enough sugar. And while turkey stayed the centerpiece, South-
erners asked an important culinary question: “But what if we deep-fried it?”” Thus,
the legendary porch-side fryer tradition was born—along with approximately 3,000
emergency-room visits a year. Progress comes at a cost.

Even the meaning of Thanksgiving shifted. While still rooted in gratitude and
reflection, Southern households expanded the celebration: family reunions, front-
porch storytelling, church services, football rivalries, and leftover sandwiches
stacked higher than a Baptist potluck table.

So yes, Thanksgiving began with a group of weary travelers seeking religious
freedom and thanking God for survival. But over time, especially in the South, it
transformed into a warm (and occasionally chaotic) festival of food, faith, family,
and friendly arguments over who makes the best mac and cheese.

One thing hasn’t changed: gratitude remains at the heart of it all. That, and
the undeniable truth that someone will fall asleep on the couch before dessert is
served.
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NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS

1 & 2 BEDROOMS
PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601-854-5814,TTY: 711

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday, 8:00a.m. — 5:00p.m.

Appliances Furnished - Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities « HUD Vouchers Accepted
Accepts referrals from MS Olmstead Initiative Network
and Community Mental Health Centers

For more information or to place an application call the office number
listed above or come by the office during office hours.

J&A Management
Corinth, MS
662-287-6158

PELAHATCHIE NEWS NETWORK
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- “Pelahatchie Attendance Center named US News
and World Report national bronze level school”

- “It’s okay to say Merry Christmas”

2020 - 5»yea,rs'a,go.

- “Pandemic results in new Pelahatchie
company going worldwide”

+ “Gold Coast’s permit pulled for dumping”

2024 - Last Year

« “Pelahatchie HS honors Veterans Day
with flag retirement ceremony”

- “How agriculture is intertwined with
the story of Christmas”
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Have you heard the

By Doug Carter, Rankin
County Extension Agent

Around Christmas, 1
often wonder: When did
the Christmas tree tradi-
| tion begin? A Christmas

Specialto  tree 1s a decorated tree,

Pelahatchie News  ysually an evergreen co-

nifer such as a fir, spruce,

or pine or an artificial tree of similar

appearance, associated with the celebra-
tion of Christmas.

The winter solstice is when the earth
travels the shortest path through the

sky, and therefore that day has the Photos special to Pelahatchie News Accordin g

least sunlight and the longest night. In

ancient cultures, the winter solstice was heralded as
the beginning of brighter days ahead, and an indica-
tion that the Sun God was gaining strength. In ancient
Egypt, a similar mindset was adapted. This Sun God
typically grew weak as conditions became colder and
darker. This solstice was seen as a turning point in
seasons, so Egyptians decorated their homes with
palm leaves and branches. In ancient Rome, people
were encouraged to celebrate the coming spring with
evergreen decorations.

Evergreen trees became part of Christian rites in
Germany, and in the Middle Ages “paradise trees” be-
gin to appear. These trees were traditionally decorated
with roses made of colored paper, apples, wafers, and

NEWS
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history

tinsel. Martin Luther reportedly
first hung lighted candles on a tree
in the 16th century and paradise
trees evolved into Christmas trees.
By the 19th century, Christmas
trees were a firmly established
tradition in Germany.

German settlers migrated from
their county, and they took the
Christmas tree tradition to other
countries, including the United
States. At first Christmas Trees
were not fully embraced in the

United States.

to Wikipedia,
several cities in the United
States claim to be the first
sites of Christmas trees in
homes and towns. A Hes-
sian soldier put up a Christ-
mas tree while imprisoned
in 1777 in Windsor Locks,
Conn. The first Christmas
tree in America is also
claimed by Easton, Pennsyl-
vania, where German set-
tlers erected a tree in 1616,
and in 1821 a gentlemen in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania re-

of the Christmas tree

corded the use of a Christ-
mas tree and laid claim to
the first American Christmas
tree.

Charles Follen, a German
immigrant in Boston, is
credited for being the first
to introduce to America
the custom of decorating
a Christmas tree. August
Imgard, a German immi-
grant living in Woodster,
Ohio, is said to be the first
to popularize the practice
of decorating a tree with
candy canes. It is said that Mr. Imgard cut a
spruce tree for a Christmas tree and has a star
constructed and decorated the tree with the
star, paper ornaments, glided nuts, and candy
canes.

Edward Johnson, who was then vice pres-
ident of the Edison Electric Company, cre-
ated the first known electrically illuminated
Christmas tree at his home in New York City
in 1882. Johnson became the “Father of
Electric Christmas Tree Lights”.

Sources: “Christmas Tree” Wikipedia Ency-
clopedia; “The History of the Christmas Tree
Goes Back Farther Than You Might Realize”
Amy Mitchell, CountyLiving.com, 2021
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MEMBER FDIC

GASH BAGH

WHEN YOU OPEN ANY PRIORITYONE
BUSINESS CHECKING ACCOUNT

$50 minimum deposit required to open.
$50 will be credited to your new account on the day of opening.
Offer valid for new Business Checking accounts only.

WWW.priorityonebank.com
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Crossroads Christmas Village ready for new holiday season

The Christmas village is complete. Unpacking started on October 9th, and it has now finally been unveiled for everyone to see. With the help of family—and
many long hours—it was all worth it to see the faces of family, friends, and customers in awe as they walk in to the shop.

Pelahatchie’s Varner honored
with RCSD’s Great to Best award
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BAKERS & TREAT

MAKERS—LET’S CREATE
SOMETHING SWEET! i

|
I
|
[
I
I
: We have EVERYTHING YOU NEED!
I Cake baking & decorating supplies
I for every project:

|+ EDIBLE IMAGES & Toppers

: (Edible, Cardstock, PLA)

I + Boxes, Boards & Treat Packaging

I 4 Silicone Molds + Tools

: + Flavorings + Food Colgring

I  THE EDIBLE PAPER STORE &CO

I 2901 Old Brandon Rd Pearl, MS 39208

' O 601-987-7727 Q

Special to Pelahatchie News Y S | S R

Recently, the Rankin County School District (RCSD) presented their Great to Best award recipients for . C L I P & S AV E
the month sponsored by Community Bank and The Foundation for the Rankin County Public Schools, 1
with Mrs. Shane Dubois presenting on their behalf. Recipients are: Secondary Administrator: Bryan 1 I
Collins, Puckett High, Elementary Administrator: Catie Gunn, Steen’s Creek Elementary; Secondary -
Certified Staff: Michael Granberry, Pisgah High; Elementary Certified Staff: Ebonee Kyles, McLaurin El- 1
ementary; Secondary Classified Staff: Lindi Fallin, Richland High; Elementary Classified Staff: Tabitha 1

Varner, Pelahatchie Elementary; Secondary Student: Austin Bailey, Pisgah High, Elementary Student:
Bailey Sabins, Steen’s Creek Elementary; Substitute: Peyton Herrington, Northwest Rankin Elemen-
tary; Congratulations to all for exemplifying RCSD’s mission of bringing everyone’s strengths together.

>\
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Pastor’s Perspectlve. Don’t Lose Heart

By Guest Columnist Spencer
Sullivan, Pastor, Pelahatchie Baptist

Prayer is the avenue that actually
enables us to speak and communi-
cate with God. What an amazing gift!
Have you ever considered that? At
any time, in any moment, we have the
opportunity to speak to the Almighty
God Himself. And the Bible tells us
that when we pray...He hears us (Daniel 9). That is an
astonishing truth! So, what has been your experience
with prayer? Have you experienced God answering in
ways that only He can? Or at times, do you feel like
your prayers just aren’t getting through, like a phone
call with bad cell service? If you have spent signifi-
cant time in prayer, you’ve probably experienced both
extremes.

Special to
Pelahatchie News

Over the last few months, I have written in this space
about a few of Jesus’ parables that are recorded in the
Gospels. When Jesus shared a parable, there was al-
ways a spiritual lesson to be learned. Whatever the
primary lesson is, Jesus’ parables also give us a great-
er understanding of what God is like. In Luke 18, the
Gospel writer, Luke, actually reveals to his audience
the primary lesson of the parable that he was about
to record. In verse 1, he wrote: “And He (Jesus) told
them a parable to the effect that they ought always to
pray and not lose heart.”

The ensuing parable is recorded in Luke 18:2-8 and
I encourage you to take a moment to read it. Injustice
is a hot topic in our world today, however, this isn’t a
new problem under the sun. Jesus’ parables always in-

cluded culturally relevant settings. Sadly, this parable
presented the cultural reality that there were corrupt
local judges. In the parable, the judge actually self-de-
clared that he “neither feared God nor respected man.”
This was evident as the other main character in the
parable, a widow, was repeatedly denied justice by
this unrighteous judge. But, the judge’s failure to take
his job seriously and do it competently and justly did
not dissuade the widow from continuing to seek jus-
tice. She kept coming to him over and over and over
again. She was relentless in her pursuit and one day
the unrighteous judge realized that she would never
stop coming until he gave her the justice she was due.
He said: “Though I neither fear God nor respect man,
yet because this widow keeps bothering me, [ will give
her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her
continual coming.” The widow’s relentless pursuit led

Special to Pelahatchie News

to her receiving the justice she was seeking. After
sharing this short but powerful story, Jesus unveiled
the primary lesson He was communicating. He
said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And
will not God give justice to His elect, who cry to
Him day and night? Will He delay long over them?
I tell you, He will give justice to them speedily.”

As a parent, when my children were much young-
er, | can remember times when they would request
something over and over and over again, especially
if my answer was ‘maybe later’ or ‘not right now’.
That would never be enough. They would continue
to make their petition without stopping. Eventu-
ally, I would say something like: “If you ask me
one more time, the answer is absolutely ‘no’!” Can

any of you relate? In the parable, God is contrasted

with the unrighteous judge. Yet, clearly, they are
nothing alike. The unrighteous judge only responded
to the widow because of her relentless pressure. But,
what Jesus is saying is that God actually desires that
we come to Him repeatedly in prayer and that He will
answer. He’s not annoyed or bothered by our crying
out day and night! He actually wants us to continue!
In Matthew 7:7, He instructs His people: “Ask, and it
will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you.” God actually teaches us
to ask, seek, and knock. At the same time, God is not
some genie in a bottle where we just send Him our
wishes and expect Him to give us anything we want!
He always hears us when we pray. And He answers us
according to His perfect will, both for His glory and
our good. So I encourage you to always pray...and not
lose heart!

THIS IS

YOUR

The future is yours!
With the hundreds of
opportunities Hinds offers,
you can become
who you want to bel!

m COMMUNITY COLLEGE

1-800-HINDSCC | hindscc.edu

MOMENT
T0 EXGEL

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment opportunities

and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. We recognize our responsibility to provide an open and welcoming environment that fosters a culture of diversity, equity, and inclusion for employees and students to collaboratively

learn, work and serve our communities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies:
EEOC Compliance: Office of Campus Culture and Diversity, P.O. Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3569 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu

Title IX: Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator P.0. Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3353 or Email: TitlelX@hindscc.edu
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Hometown Rankin Feature: Chancellor from Pelahatchie

Special to Pelahatchie News

Reader Spotlight | Brandi Chancellor

Why did you decide to make
Rankin County your home?
Rankin County has been my home
for 41 years, and I can’t imagine liv-
ing anywhere else. The people, the
sense of community, and our church
family are just a few of the rea-
sons we’ve never wanted to leave.
Though my husband has had oppor-
tunities to relocate, our hearts have
always been here. Rankin County
isn’t just where we live—it’s where
we belong.

How long have you lived in
Rankin County? [I’ve lived in
Rankin County my entire life. I
grew up in the small town of Pela-
hatchie, MS, and graduated from
East Rankin Academy in 2002—a
tradition that runs deep in my fam-
ily. My grandfather was one of the
original members who helped es-
tablish the school, and my mom
was part of the very first graduating
class in 1974, even earning the hon-

or of being ERA’s first “Most Beau-
tiful,” and my dad followed her in
1975. Carrying that legacy forward,
my husband and I have also cho-
sen to send our two children to East
Rankin. For the past 15 years, we’ve
made our home in Brandon, so I ha-
ven’t strayed too far from where I
started—and I wouldn’t have it any
other way.

Tell us about your family (name,
ages, hobbies). I’ve been happily
married to my amazing husband,

.fﬂ'/’l"f’l'l"l‘-.-..‘ .3}«

Special to Pelahatchie News
Justin, for 15 years. Our love story
wasn’t exactly straightforward—
we had an on-and-off relationship
during our college years, and I
broke his heart three times before fi-
nally saying “yes.” His persistence
paid off, and I’'m forever grateful it
did. Justin now serves as Region-
al Vice President for RJ Young,
where he’s deeply respected by his
team. Together, we’re blessed with
two wonderful children. Our son,
John Walt, is in sixth grade and has

a passion for playing the drums as
part of the East Rankin band. Our
daughter, Lynlee, is in fourth grade
and absolutely loves cheerleading,
softball, and basketball. She’s con-
stantly flipping around the house,
but at least we know those tumbling
lessons are paying off!

What is your favorite memory
of living in Rankin County? The
first memory that comes to mind is
attending the Muscadine Jubilee in
Pelahatchie as a child. I looked for-
ward to it every year—the funnel
cakes, the muscadine grape stomp,
the lively entertainment, and, most
of all, the time spent with family. My
grandparents were always there, sit-
ting beneath the big tree as we pre-
pared for the grape stomp, and my
Mimi made sure I had a fresh bag
of muscadines to enjoy. She always
called them “muscadiMES,” and to
this day, I still do too. Though she
is now in heaven, I like to imagine
her delight as she celebrates the best
Jubilee of all—worshipping around
God’s throne.

Southern Pine recently held their Stuff-a-Truck food drive at Ramey’s Marketplace. This ensured that
over 100 bags will be filled for the Junior League of Covington County’s backpack program, which is
making a difference with children in need by providing shelf-stable food that can be placed in a child’s

Photos special to Pelahatch/e News

backpack to make sure they have food over the weekend.

2861 Hwy. 80 E.,
Brandon, MS 39042
601-825-5051

Check out our websiteat thebranchrcc.com.
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Pelahatchie Elementary School Spelling Bee Winners

Big cheers for the Pelahatchie Elementary School (PES) Spelling Bee champions! In the 1st-3rd grade category, the first place winner is A.C. Bartlett and
runner-up is Asher Kelly. In the 4th-6th grade category, the first place winner is Zane Lawrence and runner-up is Riley Jordan. Congratulations to all partic-

ipants! PES is so proud of you for your hard work and spelling skills!

December 2025

Four Patriots receiving MAIS AlI
Fpeiney o Goellilebicn 4A Cross Country team honors

and Beyond
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December 13 & 14, 2025 2:30 pm to 8:30 pm

2394 Shiloh Road, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
B01-854-81a8
FREE ADMISSION
Live Animals - Characters

The Church at Shiloh invites you and your family to join us as we present

our Christmas gift to the community. This is a FREE drive-through event

that you enjoy from the comfort of your vehicle. (Restrooms Available) Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Congratulations to the four Patriots receiving MAIS All 4A Cross Country team honors! From top, left
to right: Sophomores, Taylor Stroh and Zack Price; eighth grader, Jewel Baker and seventh grader,
Caroline Thornton!

VISIT.
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Local fire fighters attend CO, training at academy

Special to Pelahatchie News

On Saturday, November 15, four Pelahatchie fire-
fighters attended a CO: training program at the Mis-
sissippi State Fire Academy. The program, which
was sponsored by ExxonMobil, trains firefighters to
respond to incidents related to carbon dioxide, a com-
mon, naturally occurring molecule that is increasingly
important to industrial and economic activity.

“We’re very thankful for another great CO: training
program, which will prepare Mississippi firefighters
to assess and respond to CO:-related incidents,” said
Matt Ellis, Instructor Supervisor at the Mississippi
State Fire Academy. “This program will help keep
our firefighters safe as well as equip them with the
skills to save lives in the event an incident like this
occurs. We are grateful to ExxonMobil for their sup-
port of this program, as well as the firefighters across
the state who work each and every day to keep our
people safe.”

The training is a one-day intensive program that
teaches participants about CO-, including its uses and
hazards, how to safely assess a CO:-related incident,
and how to respond. At the end of the program, train-
ees demonstrated what they learned by conducting
live simulations on a new CO: pipeline prop, which
was funded through a grant by ExxonMobil.

“At Exxon, safety is our core value, and training is
the foundation of safety. That’s why we’re proud to

Special to Pelahatchie News

Pictured, left to right: Karl VanHorn, Clark Phillips, Tracy Phillips, and
Kirkland Phillips.

bring this specialized CO: program right here to Mis-
sissippi,” said Brian Carlin, CO- Operations Manager.
“By making this training local, we’re removing barri-
ers and ensuring that every firefighter, whether serv-
ing in the Jackson metro area or a rural county in the
delta, has the same access to world-class preparation.”

In total, more than 20 firefighters from across the
state attended the training, which is provided at no
cost to first responders or their departments. Located
in Pearl, the Fire Academy has already held two CO:
trainings this year, with several more being scheduled
for 2026. Firefighters interested in participating can
reach out to the Fire Academy to reserve their spot.

December 2025

Pelahatchie HS JROTC
drill team competes
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Recently, the Chiefs drill team competed against other Rankin
County drill teams at Brandon High School. They demonstrated a
high level of leadership development at the event.

ERA joins All Things New

PN

to provide Thanksgiving meals
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Yogi bear™, Cindy bear™, and Boo Boo™ would like to welcome you to Jellystone Park™ in Pelahatchie, MS.
° o

[1°S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR! ENJOY 40%
OFF CABINS, RV SITES, AND TENT SITES WHEN YOU STAY FOR
TWO NIGHTS Ok MORE IN NOVEMBER OR DECEMBER!

S ENJOY ACTIVITIES ON THE WEEKENDS TO KEEP THE KIDDOS e
OCCUPLED, VIEWS, TO EASE THE HOLIDAY BLUES, AND QUIET TIME
DURING OUR OFF SEASON!

WWW.JELLYSTONEMS.COM

*

**

USE THE PROMO CODE:
FALLESCAPE

CALL 601-759-074

Recently, All Things New Rev 21:5 ministry was able to join with East Rankin Academy to provide one
hundred Thanksgiving meal boxes to the residents in Pelahatchie and Morton. Many students partici-
pated in this project. The students not only donated all of the food, but they also assembled the boxes,
delivered them, and even prayed for people. Thanks to Coach Brooke Rhodes, Shelly Overby, and
Casey Heflin for their time and leadership on this project.

WITH ANY QUESTIONS!

Yogi bear and all related character and elements © & ™ Hanna-Barbera. (S25)




