
On Saturday, July 12, 2025, a reception 
was held at the Knox Ross Community 
Center to honor Alderwoman Margie 
Warren for her forty years of service to 
Ward Three in Pelahatchie.
After Mayor Karl VanHorn gave her a 

plaque from the town, State Senator Bri-
an Rhodes, District 36, read a proclama-
tion highlighting Mrs. Warren’s lasting 
impact for Pelahatchie that was signed 
by Lt. Governor Delbert Hosemann. 
Known for her love of children and as 

the MAIS statistician for East Rankin 
Academy basketball games, “Miss 
Margie” or “Granny” has been a mentor 
and encourager for kids around town. 

She has also helped with Vacation Bible 
School at Pelahatchie Baptist Church 
for many years.
“I love this town, and most of all, I 

love these children in this town,” said 
Warren to the gathered crowd, “They 
are just like mine.”
“I’m here if you need me,” She con-

tinued saying, “You just have to call 
me. I will do what I can as long as 
[Mayor] Karl [VanHorn] lets me.”
Many townsfolk, supporters, and fam-

ily showed up to wish Warren a hap-
py retirement including former Mayor 
Knox Ross and Rankin County Super-
visor Steve Gaines. The town hosted a 
buff et with a cake to celebrate. 
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Pelahatchie’s Past Preserved in the Lessel House
Tucked near the old railroad line in downtown 

Pelahatchie stands a structure that has quietly 
witnessed the town’s transformation for more 
than a century. Known locally as the Lessel 
House, this historic building—once a bustling 
boarding house—off ers a rare glimpse into Pela-
hatchie’s past and the early days of Mississippi’s 
railroad era.
Built in the late 1800s or early 1900s, the Lessel 

House originally served as a hotel for travelers 
arriving by train. Back when the Alabama & 
Vicksburg Railroad was a lifeline for commerce 
and communication, Pelahatchie was more than 
just a whistle-stop—it was a place of opportuni-
ty. For salesmen, laborers, and visitors passing 
through, the Lessel House provided food, rest, 
and a sense of familiarity in an unfamiliar place.
The building’s location near Railroad Street and 

Brooks Avenue placed it squarely in the middle of 
the town’s activity. Trains would bring passengers, 
goods, and news from across the region, and the 
boarding house thrived as a result. At its peak, it was 
said to be one of the busiest buildings in town.

In 1987, the Lessel House was added to the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places, offi  cially recognized 
for its role in Pelahatchie’s commercial and transpor-
tation development. Though time has weathered its 
walls, the building remains one of the oldest surviv-
ing structures tied to the town’s railroad heritage.

While the house no longer operates as a hotel, 
its legacy continues. It stands today as a private 
property, its quiet presence a reminder of a time 
when railroads drove the economy and local 
inns were essential links in the chain of South-
ern commerce. Residents often recall stories 
passed down from grandparents who remem-
bered the steady stream of travelers coming and 
going, their footsteps echoing on the wooden 
fl oors.
Local historians and and those passionate about 

preserving Pelahatchie’s heritage have expressed 
hope that the building might one day be restored 
or repurposed, preserving it not just as a relic, 
but as a living part of the town’s story. In a place 
like Pelahatchie—where tradition runs deep and 
change comes slowly—structures like the Lessel 
House carry more than historical value. They 
hold the memories of a community shaped by 
movement, growth, and resilience.

As Pelahatchie continues to move forward, the 
Lessel House remains a symbol of where it’s been. 
Weathered but standing, quiet but remembered, it 
tells a story that still belongs to the people who call 
this small Mississippi town home.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Photo by Susie A. Wolfe

Special to Pelahatchie News

Warren retires from Board after 40 years of service 
By Susie A. Wolfe

Longtime Pelahatchie Alderwoman Margie War-
ren was given a proclamation by the Mississip-
pi State Senate read by State Senator Brian 
Rhodes at her retirement ceremony in July.         

Continued on page 4



� �����������

P.O. Box 771
Pelahatchie, MS  39145

Volume 14  Issue 8

Publisher/Sales
Clay Mansell

claymansell@pelahatchienews.com

Social Media Manager
Susie A. Wolfe, (601) 566-1932 x2

susieawolfe@gmail.com

Writers
Kenneth McDade, Katie White, Amy Lyle

Copy Editor
Emma Ellard

City Beat Writer
Shaun McInnish, Sr.

Graphic Designer
Holly Embry

designer@swrankinnews.com

Office Manager
Doris Bynum, (601) 566-1932 x0

For submission information, email
news@pelahatchienews.com.

Pelahatchie News is published on the first
Tuesday of every month in Pelahatchie, MS.

www.facebook.com/PelahatchieNews

Copyright 2023. All rights reserved. Materials may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part without written permission

of the publisher.

Pelahatchie High School is proud to 
welcome a familiar face back home 
as Chance White steps into the role 
of School Resource Offi  cer (SRO). A 
graduate of Pelahatchie High School 
himself, White brings not only pro-
fessional experience in law enforce-
ment but a deep-rooted connection to 
our school and community.
For White, this new position is 

more than just a job; it’s a home-
coming. “It’s funny you asked,” he 
shared. “I walked the halls today, 
and so many memories came fl ood-

ing back. I would say my fondest 
memories are from football and 
baseball. Coach Bill Ward and the 
late great Johnny Bishop, my uncle, 
had a huge impact on growing and 
overcoming challenges not only in 
sports, but in life.”

Last week, White joined other 
SROs from across the state at the 
2025 Mississippi Association of 
School Resource Offi  cers Confer-
ence. There, he worked alongside 
the Rankin County School District 
Law Enforcement team to enhance 
his skills and strengthen his com-
mitment to school safety and profes-

sionalism. This training underscores 
White’s dedication to ensuring Pela-
hatchie High remains a safe, sup-
ported, and successful environment 

for all students.
White’s decision to return to 

Pelahatchie is rooted in love for 
his hometown and family. “My 
family brings me home. I’m 
from Pelahatchie, live here, and 
I’m raising my kids here,” he 
said. “Who doesn’t want a job 
where they can see their babies 
every day? Watch them learn in 
the same classrooms as you did? 
Thankfully, they are all smarter 
than myself!”
When asked what he looks for-

ward to most, White responded 
with the heart of a true Chief: 
“Building positive relationships 
with students, staff , and parents 
of Pelahatchie. Having a positive 
impact on our community. Mak-
ing sure to create the safest possi-
ble learning environment for our 
students and staff .”
We are truly blessed to have 

White on campus. His leadership, 
passion for Pelahatchie, and com-

mitment to our students make him 
an invaluable addition to our Tribe. 
Welcome home, Offi  cer White!

PHS Welcomes Alumni Chance White as New School Resource O�  cer
Special to Pelahatchie News

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Chance White and family    

A brand-new school 
year is here — a fresh 
start, a blank page, 
and a chance to write 
your own success sto-

ry. Whether you’re stepping into 
high school for the fi rst time or 
preparing to cross the graduation 
stage, this year is full of potential, 
and you hold the pen.
We are excited to have you return 

and look forward to a successful 
year fi lled with academic achieve-
ment, athletic excellence, and mean-
ingful extracurricular opportunities.
There will be challenges, but 

there will also be opportunities — 
to learn, grow, connect, and lead. 
Don’t be afraid to set big goals and 
chase them with purpose. Show up. 
Work hard. Be kind. And most im-
portantly, believe in your ability to 
make this your best year yet.
This year, our theme is “Unfi n-

ished Business.” We are picking 
up where we left off  — ready to 

grow, to improve, and to reach new 
heights together.
As we begin, I want to share a few 

important reminders:
●  Attendance matters. Our 
classes are 96 minutes long. 
When a student misses just 
one day, that’s 384 minutes — 
over six hours — of valuable 
instruction lost. Every minute 
counts.
●  Tardies matter too. Arriv-
ing on time sets the tone for a 
successful day. Please help en-
sure students are at school and 
in class promptly each morning.

We have great plans in place and 
are eager to work alongside our stu-
dents, families, and community part-
ners to make this a year to remember. 
Together, we can ensure all students 
reach their full potential.
Let’s get to work!  We have unfi n-

ished business — dreams to reach, 
goals to crush, and a legacy to build. 
Let’s rise to the challenge and make 
this year one to remember.

Go Chiefs

SOME IMPORTANT 
DATES TO NOTE:

OPEN HOUSE
AUGUST 5, 2025

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM

MEET THE CHIEFS
AUGUST 15, 2025

6:00 PM

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
SEPTEMBER 1, 2025

PROGRESS REPORTS
SEPTEMBER 3, 2025

FALL BREAK
SEPTEMBER 6 - 13

1ST NINE WEEKS 
REPORT CARDS

SEPTEMBER 16, 2025

PHS welcomes students back to business, back to school
By Guest Columnist Voncille 
Anderson, Head Principal, 
Pelahatchie High School

Special to 
Pelahatchie News
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Pelahatchie High School seniors
continue creative tradition

Special to Pelahatchie News

Recently, the Class of 2026 left their mark on Pelahatchie High School (PHS), not just in paint, but in 
heart. Carrying on a beloved senior tradition, these students brought the sidewalks to life with creativity, 
pride, and unity. One space holds a special tribute to PHS student Roshea McCoy who passed away 
last school year. This heartfelt design is a beautiful reminder that once a Chief, always a Chief. PHS is 
incredibly proud of the Class of 2026 and the way they lead with strength, love, and tradition.

Pelahatchie HS welcomes new teachers for 2025-26
Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School (PHS) is thrilled to welcome new teachers for the 2025–2026 school year. From the classroom to the fi eld, these passionate educators and coaches 
are bringing fresh energy, big goals, and a heart for students. Our Tribe is growing stronger, and we couldn’t be more excited. As we count down the days until the fi rst bell 
rings, we’re gearing up for another incredible year of learning, leading, and living out what it means to be a Chief. Help everyone at the school to give a warm Pelahatchie 
welcome to the newest members of the PHS family.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

A word from Michael Gregory: 
I’m incredibly excited to become 
a part of the Pelahatchie High 
School family and experience all 
the great things happening here. 
Becoming a Chief means joining 
a tradition of pride, growth, and 
community-and I’m honored to 
be a part of that. My ‘why’ is sim-
ple: I want to make a diff erence 
in the future by making a posi-
tive impact on students today. I 
believe in the power of relation-
ships, hard work, and creating an 
environment where students feel 
seen, supported, and inspired to 
reach their full potential.

A word from Kramer 
Sowell: The agricul-
ture educators’ creed 
says, “I am agricultur-
al educator by choice, 
not by chance.” I chose 
this profession so 
that I might be able to 
make a positive diff er-
ence in my students 
lives, just like my ag 
teachers did in mine.

A word from Kavy Bui: I’ve 
always loved math and help-
ing my classmates or tutoring 
younger students in math. I 
was told from an early age 
that I made math easier to un-
derstand when helping friends 
that struggled. I like seeing the 
“light bulb moment” when a 
student fi gures something out. 
It’s the best.

A word from Brittany Thrash: 
I wanted to get into educa-
tion to support students of all 
abilities in reaching their full 
potential. I hope to help to 
create an inclusive environ-
ment where every child feels 
seen, valued, and capable of 
success.

A word from Mark Edwards: 
I am thrilled to join the Pela-
hatchie family. I am eager to 
work alongside a great team 
of educators and meet all 
the students. My ‘why’ and 
goal as a teacher is to build 
positive relationships with as 
many students as possible. I 
am excited to serve and sup-
port Chief Nation each day 
this school year!

A word from Meia Hampton: Educa-
tion is the cornerstone for personal 
development, society advancement, 
and a brighter future. It enables indi-
viduals to think critically, act ethically, 
and make important contributions to 
their communities. Education cre-
ates opportunities, breaks poverty 
cycles, and inspires innovation. It 
enables people to discover their pas-
sions, develop essential skills, and 
gain confi dence in an ever-changing 
world. At its foundation, education is 
about more than just learning knowl-
edge; it is about shaping lives, devel-
oping potential, and building a more 
just and informed society.
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For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112        601-854-5162

Margie Warren retires from Pelahatchie Board after 40 years of service  
Continued from front page

Photos by Susie A. Wolfe
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Pelahatchie Library August Events
SENIOR SOCIAL

TUESDAY, 
AUGUST 12TH
@ 11:00 A.M.

ADULT BOOK CLUB
WEDNESDAY, 

AUGUST 20TH
@ 11:00 A.M.

SENIOR SOCIAL
TUESDAY, 

AUGUST 26TH
@ 11:00 A.M. Thursday, August 7th @ 5:00 p.m. 

with Latina Williams & Tommie 
Milton of Alcorn State

GOING ABROAD 101
Thursday, August 28th 

@ 5:00 p.m. 

SHATTER ME by Tahereh MaFi
Wednesday, August 6th 

@ 3:00 p.m. 

Chief Sensei Rials earns Master rank

Special to Pelahatchie News

Master WIlliam Rials is the Chief Instructor at Fusion Martial Arts in Pelahatchie, MS.  Rials has spent the 
last year in the Master program with GTMA, and on Wednesday, July 23rd, 2025, he earned the title of 
Master, which was awarded to him in Little Rock, AR at the Eternal Grand Master H. U. Lee International 
Gate and Garden. Rials has had the opportunity to instill the Tenets of Taekwondo into thousands of stu-
dents over the decades that he has been practicing martial arts. Those he teaches say that he looks for 
the spark in each student and works hard to help the student grow in their walk, not just in Taekwondo, 
but also to take those tenets into their day-to-day life. Rials has a passion to empower others to go out 
and try to leave the world better than they found it.

Pelahatchie ES welcomes new teachers for 2025-26
Special to Pelahatchie News

Please help Pelahatchie Elementary School (PES) celebrate and welcome Mrs. Kimberly Phillips as her role changes this year from Assistant Teacher to 
Teacher. PES thrilled to have Mrs. Phillips as a second grade teacher. As a Pelahatchie graduate, she already has the heart of a Chief and is sure to share 
that passion with her students this year. Also, please help welcome the newest Chief to the team. PES is thrilled to have Mrs. Kristi Johnston as a fi rst grade 
teacher. Help PES to give her a warm Chiefs welcome as the new 2025-2026 school year begins.

A word from Kimberly Phillips: Hi Everyone,  my 
name is Kimberly Phillips, and I’m so excited to 
be joinging the team as a second grade teach-
er this year. As a graduate of Pelahatchie High 
School, I truly call this place home. I recently 
graduated from the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi and spent time as an assistant teacher 
before stepping into this new role. I’m passionate 
about helping young learners grow and creating 
a classroom where every student feels valued, 
safe, and exicted to learn. I can’t wait to get to 
know my students and their families as we kick 
off  an amazing school year together.

A word from Kristi Johnston: Hello, my name is Mrs. 
Kristi Johnston. My husband and I, along with our 
two daughters, have proudly called Pelahatchie 
home for the past eight years. I earned both my 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Mississip-
pi State University, and completed my Specialist 
degree at Delta State University in December. 
I began my teaching career in 2024 at Lake El-
ementary School in Scott County School District. 
During my time there, I served as a kindergarten 
assistant for two years, taught fourth grade for one 
year, and spent eight years teaching kindergarten. 
I am excited to begin this new school year as a frist 
grade teacher at Pelahahtchie Elementary School.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News



The Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
for the Town of Pelahatchie held 
their regularly scheduled monthly 
meeting on Monday, July 7, 2025, 
at Town Hall. Mayor Karl Vanhorn 
called the meeting to order at 6:00 

p.m. All board members were present: Alder-
woman Diane Hill, Alderwoman Sandra Harvey, 
Alderman David Gray, Alderman Eddie Jones, 
and Alderman James Harrell.
Alderman Eddie Jones made a motion to amend 

the agenda to include the voting for Mayor Pro 
Tem. Alderwoman Diane Hill seconded the mo-
tion, and the motion passed with all in favor.
A vote was held by ballot for Mayor Pro Tem. 

Alderman Eddie Jones received three votes, while 
Alderwoman Sandra Harvey and Alderwoman 
Diane Hill each received one vote. The city clerk 
announced the result that Alderman Eddie Jones 
won the vote and became new Mayor Pro Tem.
Alderman Eddie Jones made a motion to accept 

the results of the Mayor Pro Tem vote that an-
nounced him as the winner. Alderwoman Diane 
Hill seconded the motion, and the motion passed 
with all in favor.

Alderman Eddie Jones then made a motion to 
amend the agenda and move to executive session. 
Alderman James Harrell seconded the motion, 
and the motion passed with all in favor.
After entering executive session, Alderman Ed-

die Jones made a motion to move to closed ses-
sion. Alderman David Gray seconded the motion, 
and the motion passed with all in favor.
The 2023–2024 audit with 

Windham and Lacey was dis-
cussed, but it was stated that 
no action was taken.
Alderman Eddie Jones made 

a motion to return to exec-
utive session. Alderwoman 
Diane Hill seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed with all in favor.
Alderman Eddie Jones then made a motion to 

move from executive session back into regular 
session. Alderwoman Diane Hill seconded the 
motion, and the motion passed with all in favor.
Residents or Visitors’ Business
Renee Buynar of College Street was listed on the 

agenda but was not present. Mayor VanHorn stat-
ed that he had spoken to her prior to the meeting. 
She has appeared on the monthly meeting agenda 
numerous times over the past year.

Myrtis Champion and Gerald Watson were also 
listed concerning a modular home on Clayton but 
were not present at the meeting.
Mrs. Holly with Pelahatchie Petals addressed the 

board and requested to continue beautifi cation ef-
forts around town. Attorney Banks stated she is 
working on a Memorandum of Understanding be-
tween Pelahatchie Petals and the Town.

Department Discussions
Police Chief Mahaff ey stated 

he is preparing notifi cations 
for delinquent properties and 
hopes to hold a public hearing 
by the next board meeting.
Alderwoman Harvey asked 

for an update on Rick’s Auto Shop. Chief Mahaf-
fey stated that he did not have one and had been 
unable to reach the owner.
New Business
Alderman Eddie Jones made a motion to re-

instate all current town employees. Alderman 
James Harrell seconded the motion, and the mo-
tion passed with all in favor.
Alderman Eddie Jones made a motion to approve 

the minutes from the June 2, 2025, regular board 
meeting. Alderwoman Diane Hill seconded the 
motion, and the motion passed with all in favor.

� ������������

By Shaun McInnish, Sr., City Beat Writer, 
Pelahatchie News

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

City Beat: Mayor, Alderman meeting for July 7, 2025

Continued on page 7



Cross Roads Baptist Church 
(CRBC) will host the loss of a 
spouse session on Saturday, Au-
gust 9, 2025, at 10 a.m. and the fall 
GriefShare series will start August 
16, at 10 a.m.
No matter what the circumstances, 

grief is a painful, confusing pro-
cess. A GriefShare group is a safe, 
welcoming place where people 
understand the diffi  cult emotions 
of grief. At this 13-week support 
group program, you’ll discover 
what to expect in the days ahead 
and what’s “normal” in grief. Since 
there are no neat, orderly stages of 
grief, you’ll learn helpful ways of 
coping with grief, in all its unpre-
dictability—and gain solid support 
each step of the way.
At each weekly meeting starting 

August 9, you will view a video 
featuring respected counselors, pas-
tors, and healthcare professionals on 
grief-related topics, plus you’ll hear 

relatable personal stories of grief. 
After that is a small-group dis-
cussion to allow people time to 
talk, share support, and person-
ally apply what they learned on 
the video. Everyone will receive 
a book to take home fi lled with 
valuable exercises for navigating 
their personal grieving process.
Topics include how to manage 

grief-related emotions such as 
loneliness, anxiety, sadness, an-
ger, and regret; how to cope with 

the changes in your life and rela-
tionships; and how to recognize 
what’s normal in grief and what to 
do if you feel stuck or hopeless.
GriefShare group participants 

have repeatedly shared that they 
feel comforted and encouraged 
by being in a place where people 
truly understand what they’re 
going through and that they feel 
a sense of relief when they’re 
given guidance and tips on how 
to deal with the daily challenges.
Your bereavement experience 

may be recent or not so recent. 
No matter how long it’s been, 
this is an opportunity to be 
around people who understand 
what you are feeling.
If you have experienced the 

death of a family member or 
friend, you are invited to at-
tend. For more details, and to 
find and register for a group, 
visit griefshare.org. Or con-
tact JoAnn Brown at CRBC at 
601-942-4439.
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Alderman Eddie Jones made a mo-
tion to approve payment of the unpaid 
claims docket. Alderman James Har-
rell seconded the motion. Alderwoman 
Sandra Harvey and Alderwoman Diane 
Hill voted nay. All other board mem-
bers voted in favor. The motion passed.
Alderman Eddie Jones made a motion 

to approve the disbursement of a bank 
draft payment to Morgan and White 
Insurance in the amount of $1,082.27 
(AmFirst Card, secondary to BCBS). 
Alderman David Gray seconded the 
motion, and the motion passed with all 
in favor.
Alderman Eddie Jones made a motion 

to approve the bank draft payment to 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance in the 
amount of $9,052.36. Alderman David 
Gray seconded the motion, and the mo-
tion passed with all in favor.
Alderman Eddie Jones made a mo-

tion to approve the bank draft payment 
to EMC Insurance in the amount of 
$5,916.31 for property insurance. Al-
derman David Gray seconded the mo-
tion, and the motion passed with all in 
favor.
Alderman Eddie Jones made a motion 

to approve and ratify the payroll for 
June 2025, with General Fund payroll 
totaling $112,003.71 and Enterprise 
Fund payroll totaling $42,103.50. Al-
derman David Gray seconded the mo-
tion. Alderwoman Sandra Harvey and 
Alderwoman Diane Hill voted nay. All 
other board members voted in favor. 

The motion passed.
Aldermen and Mayor Discussions
Alderwoman Sandra Harvey shared 

that she recently attended a meeting 
about wildlife improvements and in-
tends to contact representatives to see 
if Pelahatchie could benefi t from simi-
lar programs.
Alderman Eddie Jones reminded res-

idents that hurricane season is ongo-
ing and encouraged everyone to stay 
weather-aware.
Mayor VanHorn requested a motion to 

remove former Mayor Pro Tem Margie 
Warren from all town bank accounts. 
Alderman Eddie Jones made the mo-
tion. Alderwoman Diane Hill seconded 
the motion, and the motion passed with 
all in favor.
Alderman Eddie Jones then made a 

motion to add himself, as newly ap-
pointed Mayor Pro Tem,  to all town 
bank accounts. Alderwoman Diane Hill 
seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed with all in favor.
Mayor VanHorn also reported that a 

business in town has failed to update its 
privilege license. He stated that Attor-
ney Banks would be sending a violation 
letter to the business owner. The busi-
ness was not identifi ed.
Adjournment
Alderman Eddie Jones made a motion 

to adjourn. Alderwoman Diane Hill 
seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed with all in favor.

Cross Roads starts new GriefShare series; Adds Loss of Spouse session
Special to Pelahatchie News

Continued from page 6

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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ERA’s softball team has fun at training camp to start new season

The East Rankin Academy (ERA) Lady Patriots had a great time recently at Co-Lin softball camp as they prepared for the season to get started. 

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Pelahatchie Baptist Church hosts Vacation Bible School
Recently, Pelahatchie Baptist Church hosted a Vacation Bible School.  All of those in attendance had fun learning about magnifying God through worship, 

games, and creative crafts.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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PAST HEADLINES

2015 - 10 years ago2015 - 10 years ago

• “Tate Promoted to Lt. Col. at Pentagon
Joined Army to take care of his country”

• “Rankin County residents “Laugh Away SMA”

2020 - 5 years ago2020 - 5 years ago

• “Megan Hall knows the Pelahatchie real 
estate market”

• “Herrington attends space camp”

2024 - Last Year2024 - Last Year
• “Discover Southern Charm at Down Right 

Southern, LLC in Pelahatchie”

• “Members Helping Members: Small
Change to Make a Big Difference”

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
1 & 2 BEDROOMS

PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-5814, TTY: 711

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday, 8:00a.m. – 5:00p.m.

Appliances Furnished   •   Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities   •   HUD Vouchers Accepted

Accepts referrals from MS Olmstead Initiative Network
and Community Mental Health Centers

  

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employee.”

For more information or to place an application call the o�ce number
listed above or come by the o�ce during o�ce hours.

Summer fun can be found at 
the Pelahatchie Farmers Market
The Market is held every last Saturday of the month at Muscadine Park and 

Goforth Avenue from 8-12 in the heart of Pelahatchie, MS.  A great tiime to 
share with those in the community.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News



Recently, I visited with a 
local landowner, who is 
an avid deer hunter.  He 
discussed with me about 
planting hybrid chest-
nut trees for deer. The 
American chestnut once 

dominated portions of the eastern U.S. 
forest. The tree was among the largest 
and fastest growing trees in the forest.  
Because it could grow so rapidly and 
attain huge sizes, the American chest-
nut was often an outstanding feature in 
both urban and rural landscapes.
 American chestnut trees were once 
the mighty giants of America’s eastern 
forests, these trees reached heights as 
great as 100 feet tall and trunk diameter 
over 6 feet wide. Fast growing, rot-re-
sistant, straight-grained, and prolifi c 
nut producers, these trees had many 
exceptional qualities. An ideal building 
and furniture wood, chestnut lumber 
was a vital part of the economy. 
 In colonial times, chestnut wood was 
the preferred wood for log cabins foun-
dations, fence post, fl ooring, and cas-

kets. Later, railroad ties, and both tele-
phone and telegraph poles were made 
from chestnut, many of which are still 
in use today.     
 What many people in Mississippi 
don’t realize is that the American chest-
nut was once found along the east-cen-
tral part of the state, from Corinth, MS 
to south of Hattiesburg, MS  This popu-
lation represented the extreme western 
part of the chestnut’s natural range.
 Chestnuts fed billions, from insects 
to birds and mammals, and was a sig-
nifi cant contributor to rural agricultural 
economics. At one time nut-ripening 
and gathering nearly coincided with 
the holiday season. Nineteenth centu-
ry newspapers often featured articles 
about railroad cars overfl owing with 
chestnuts to be sold fresh or roasted in 
major cities.
 All of this began to change around 
1904 when a fungus was accidentally 
moved from Asia to New York. The 
fungus known as the chestnut blight, 
ran unchecked through the vast range 
of the American chestnut that covered 
over 200 million acres of the eastern 
United States. By the late 1950s an esti-
mated 4 billion American chestnut trees 

were reduced to snags and stumps. 
This fungus attacks chestnut with 
toxins, including oxalate, which 
creates cankers and kills the tree 
by disrupting the fl ow of water 
and nutrients to its branches and 
stems. 
These trees were not ready to 

give up the fi ght and have con-
tinued to spout for stumps only to 
have the growing trees live for a 
short period of time before again 
dying back. The blight cannot kill 
the underground root system as 
the pathogen is unable to com-
pete with the soil microorganisms. 
Stump sprouts grow vigorously in 
cutover or undisturbed sites where 
there is plenty of sunlight, but in-
evitably succumb to the blight. 
The cycle of death and rebirth has 
kept the species alive. 
The American chestnut remains 

a beloved part of many communi-
ties and family histories. Today’s 
volunteers in restoration eff orts 
carry on the legacy of generations 
who fought to save the species. 
The American chestnut is fi rmly 
etched in our cultural memory. 
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By Doug Carter, Rankin 
County Extension Agent
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The history of the American chestnut tree in the South
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With extreme summer temperatures gripping Missis-
sippi, Southern Pine Electric is encouraging members 
to take simple steps to reduce their energy use and 
keep electric bills manageable during the hottest part 
of the year.
“When temperatures soar into the 90s and 100s, it’s 

not just uncomfortable—it drives up energy use across 
our entire service area,” said Kristen Thorne, Director 
of Member Services at Southern Pine Electric. “Air 
conditioners are running harder and longer, and for 
many families, that means higher bills. We want to 
help our members stay safe, stay cool, and stay in con-
trol of their energy costs.”
Southern Pine is off ering practical, no-cost and low-

cost tips for reducing usage during peak demand 
times—typically from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.—and easing 
the strain on both wallets and the electric system:

•  Set thermostats to 78 degrees or higher when 
home and even higher when away.
•  Use ceiling fans to circulate air, but turn them 
off  when leaving a room.

•  Close blinds and curtains to block direct sun-
light, especially during the hottest hours of the 
day.
•  Avoid indoor cooking during peak hours. In-
stead, consider using an outdoor grill or small 
appliances like air fryers, microwaves, or slow 
cookers.
•  Delay running heat-producing appliances like 
dishwashers and clothes dryers until later in the 
evening.
•   Change air fi lters regularly and service air con-
ditioning systems for maximum effi  ciency.

•  Download and use the free MyPower app to 
monitor daily use and set alerts to avoid billing 
surprises.

“Members can take charge of their energy use and 
see the diff erence on their bills,” Thorne said. “These 
are easy steps anyone can take, and they really add 
up—not just for your home, but for the entire cooper-
ative system.”
Southern Pine Electric encourages members to visit 

www.southernpine.coop for more energy-saving ideas 
and to access the MyPower usage monitoring tool. 
Members may also contact the cooperative to sched-
ule a free home energy audit.
“Mississippi summers are tough,” Thorne added. 

“But with a little planning and a few smart habits, we 
can all stay cooler and save money while we do it.”
Southern Pine Electric is a member-owned, not-for-

profi t cooperative that distributes electricity to more 
than 70,000 members in 11 counties in central and 
south Mississippi. Headquartered in Taylorsville, 
Southern Pine has offi  ces in Brandon, Newton, Hat-
tiesburg and New Hebron.
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Southern Pine O� ers Tips to Help Members Lower Summer Electric Bills
Special to Pelahatchie News
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I don’t know how it is for you, but 
sometimes it’s hard for me to believe 
2020 was 5 years ago. It was a very 
diffi  cult time for many, and it was an 
incredibly frustrating time for all of 
us. The virus had signifi cant implica-

tions for those that endured serious cases. For those 
that were largely unaff ected physically by the virus, 
the worst part of the Covid-19 experience was the iso-
lation.  For months, we could barely leave our houses. 
School was exclusively done online. For those that 
were able to continue working, that also was limited 
to what could be done through an internet connec-
tion.  One business that thrived during this season was 
Zoom Communications. Through Zoom and other like 
software programs, people are able to communicate 
‘face to face’ through video conference technology.  
During that season of life, many came to realize that 
this technology is a wonderful substitute when in-per-
son gathering together is impossible. But it is a sub-
stitute. It’s still not close to the same thing as being in 
the physical presence of people.  Nothing can replace 
being in the same place, especially with those we love 
to spend time with. Presence is powerful.
King David certainly realized this. He prioritized 

presence, especially the presence of God. In Psalm 27 
he made a remarkable statement: “One thing have I 
asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may 

dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in 
His temple.” He is essentially saying, if I have only 
one thing that I can request of God, this is it. I want to 
be with God all the days of my life. Why do you think 
this was David’s one request? God certainly isn’t a ge-
nie in a bottle, but He is all powerful and the source 
of every good thing. But, David didn’t ask Him for 
wealth or power. He didn’t ask for romantic love. He 
didn’t ask for health and a long life. More than any-
thing else, He just wanted to be with God; He wanted 
to always be in His presence. Why? In the rest of the 
psalm, David talks about the valuable eff ects that re-
sult from pursuing the presence of God.  
God’s presence implies His protection, which then 

eliminates fear and produces confi dence. In this 
psalm, David speaks with immense confi dence 
as it relates to any threat posed by his enemies. 
He does so because God is his stronghold  and 
safe place. In addition, as David pursued God’s 
presence, he was after joy and satisfaction. This 
is what Adam and Eve experienced in God’s pres-
ence before sin entered and necessitated a separa-
tion between them and the unique presence they 
previously enjoyed. This kind of presence is what 
Jesus died to restore and that those who repent and 
believe will one day experience for eternity. Da-
vid sought after and experienced joy and satisfac-
tion as he gazed upon the beauty and glory of the 
Lord.  Finally, David found that God’s presence 
produces peace and security.  In this life, there is 
no greater sense of peace and security than the 

love and protection provided by a loving mom and 
dad. David wrote that even if his own mother and fa-
ther abandoned him, the Lord would take him in.  
David experienced confi dence, joy, satisfaction, 

peace, and security all through his pursuit of God’s 
presence. If you had one request of God, would 
it match David’s? Within Psalm 27, God Himself 
speaks.  He says, “Seek My face.” David’s response 
is “Your face, Lord, do I seek.” God says to you and 
me today: “Seek My face.” What is your response to 
this call?  Will you seek His face and His presence 
and then experience these same realities the way that 
David did?  May our response be “Your face, Lord, 
do I seek!”
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By Guest Columnist Spencer Sullivan, 
Pastor, Pelahatchie Baptist

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Pastor’s Perspective: You want me to surrender?

Special to Pelahatchie News



�� ������������

THIS IS 

   YOUR 
MOMENT    
       RISETO 

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment opportunities 
and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. We recognize our responsibility to provide an open and welcoming environment that fosters a culture of diversity, equity, and inclusion for employees and students to collaboratively 
learn, work and serve our communities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding  these policies: 

EEOC Compliance: Office of Campus Culture and Diversity, P.O. Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3569 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu
Title IX: Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator P.O. Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3353 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu

J A C KS O N   |   N A H   |   R A N K I N   |   R AY M O N D   |   U T I C A   |   V I C KS B U R G

SCAN 
HERE

TO GET 
STARTED!1-800-HINDSCC  | hindscc.edu

The future is yours! 
With the hundreds of 

opportunities Hinds offers, 
you can become 

who you want to be!

Jellystone Park welcomes a wild summer weekend
Jellystone Park recently had a wild and wonderful weekend. Thank you to Joe Tyrell Green for bringing the jungle to the park and thank you to all the 

wonderful guests for coming by. 

Photos special to Pelahatchie News



Firefi ghter Lawton Burn-
ham of the Brandon Fire De-
partment is making a diff er-
ence. Burnham has graduated 
Class 216 from the National 
Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) 1001 Firefi ghter I-II 
course, held at the Missis-
sippi State Fire Academy in 
Jackson, MS. 
This intense seven-week 

course combines online, 
classroom, and hands-on in-
struction in the areas of fi re 
behavior, fi re suppression, 
rescue, incident command, 
hazardous materials, and 
other fi re-related topics. This 
course meets and exceeds the 

National Fire Protection Associ-
ation for Firefi ghter Qualifi ca-
tions and the uniform minimum 

training standards stated in 
the Mississippi Code section 
45-11-7.
The Mississippi State Fire 

Academy is a division of the 
Mississippi Insurance De-
partment. State Fire Marshal 
Mike Chaney and Academy 
Executive Director Kelly El-
liott conclude that fi refi ght-
ers, through their newly ac-
quired skills and knowledge, 
will be an asset to the fi re 
departments they represent. 
“We are confi dent the imme-
diate impact and positive dif-
ference these fi refi ghters will 
make, not only within their 

departments but also in their 
communities, will truly be sub-
stantial.” Director Elliott said.
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Receive a free 5-year warranty with 
qualifying purchase*  - valued at $535.

Call 601-460-0256 to schedule your free quote!

The Crooked Creek Cuties Corner
Here are just a few of the sweet faces who recently

visited Crooked Creek Animal Hospital.

Pelahatchie HS alumni Burnham 
graduates from � re academy

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Lawton Burnham of Pelahatchie, a 2024 graduate 
Pelahatchie High School, graduated July 31 from the 
Mississippi Fire Academy NFPA 1001 FIREFIGHTER 
I-II Class 216. He’s currently employed with Brandon 
Fire Department, and he volunteers with Walter’s Fire 
Department.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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As the 2025–2026 school year kicks off , Pela-
hatchie school staff  were met with an extraordinary 
show of support from local churches, who provided 
meals and encouragement throughout the fi nal days 
of teacher planning.
On Monday, The Church at Shiloh treated staff  to a 

generous BBQ lunch, complete with homemade des-
serts. The meal served as a welcome boost during a 
busy week of preparation.
Tuesday brought another act of kindness as Pela-

hatchie Baptist Church hosted school staff  for lunch. 
The church has long been a consistent supporter of 
the district, and its continued hospitality helped staff  
feel appreciated and uplifted heading into the school 
year.
The week of support concluded Wednesday with 

a lunch provided by Crossroads Baptist Church. As 
teachers fi nalized classroom setups and prepared 
for students to arrive, the meal marked a moment of 
community connection and gratitude.
The shared meals gave staff  a chance to come to-

gether, recharge, and refl ect on the work ahead. With 
the fi rst day of school just around the corner, the 
encouragement and generosity from these churches 
have helped set a positive tone for the year.
Pelahatchie schools begin the new academic year 

with a strong sense of community backing, thanks to 
the care and commitment of local faith partners.

By Shaun McInnish, City Beat Writer
Community Churches Support Educators with Back-to-School Meals

CCAH welcomes new patients

Special to Pelahatchie News

Ferret Takeover! As some people know, Crooked Creek Animal Hospital (CCAH) is a mixed animal prac-
tice that accepts more than just cats and dogs. Recently, Ferrets Coco, Bailey, Cleo, and Benny came 
in for wellness exams and rabies vaccines with Dr. Kate. The hospital staff  enjoyed loving on them and 
are happy to report they all received a clean bill of health.


