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Pelahatchle Elementary School recognlzed for literacy work

By Guest Columnist, Robin Sanders,
Head Principal, Pelahatchie
Elemementary School

Pelahatchie Elementary School
was named one of seven ele-
mentary schools designated by
The Mississippi Department of
Education (MDE) as a Missis-
sippi Emerging Science of Reading School,
an honor that highlights the school’s com-
mitment to implementing evidence-based
reading instruction to boost student literacy.
MDE presented Pelahatchie ES with this
recognition in a school-wide celebration on
August 14, 2025.

The designation is part of MDE’s statewide
initiative to support schools in strengthening
reading instruction using the Science of Read-
ing — a body of research that identifies the most
effective strategies for teaching children how to
read. This recognition is awarded to schools that
demonstrate strong growth in reading achieve-

Special to
Pelahatchie News

CONGRATULATIONS!

PELAHATCHIE ELEMENTARY
Rankin County School Dlstrlct

science of Reading Scho!

Special to Pelahatchie News

ment, effective instructional practices, and a clear
dedication to ensuring that every child becomes a
proficient reader.

This recognition reflects the hard work of both
students and staff. The transition to structured
literacy at our school has had a profoundly pos-

itive impact on our students, staff members,

and school culture. One of the most notable
changes has been the increase in student per-
formance across various literacy benchmarks.
Our teachers have embraced instructional
strategies that meet students where they are
and help them grow as confident, capable
readers. This recognition is a testament to our
shared mission to give every child the literacy
skills they need for future success. The Mis-
sissippi Department of Education’s Science of

Reading program focuses on integrating pho-
nemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabu-
lary, and comprehension into daily instruction.
Schools honored under this program are show-
ing measurable progress toward ensuring that
all students read at or above grade level.
Pelahatchie Elementary’s dedication to liter-
acy reflects the community’s belief that reading is
the foundation for lifelong learning. As the school
continues its journey, staff members say they are
committed to helping every student write their
own success story.
Continued on page 2

Gray succeeds Warren as Alderman for Ward Three

Subscribe Today!

Call 601-566-1932

David Gray recently won the election to fill
the position of retiring alderman Margie War-
ren. Gray is a Pelahatchie businessman who
owns and operates Deep South Tactical across
the street from Town Hall. He has manufac-
tured precision bolt action rifles for fifteen
years. He also manages American Spirits on
the west side of town for his longtime friend
Chris Watkins.

“I ran [for my first elected office] on my
reputation as a business owner and my rela-
tionships within the community,” Gray said.
“With Margie Warren retiring as Ward Three
alderman after forty years, I know I have
some big shoes to fill. She was instrumental
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in my campaign, and I’ve appreciated her
advice and direction.”

Gray was raised in Morton and is a grad-
uate of Morton High School Class of 1994.

He and his wife, LeShea Lewis Gray, have
been married for 25 years and have lived
in Pelahatchie for 15. LeShea is employed
with Pelahatchie Dental Clinic.

They have two children. Their daughter,
Landri Gray, is 22 years old and a gradu-
ate of East Rankin Academy (ERA). She is
employed with St. Dominic Hospital as a
radiologic technologist. Their son Camp is
six years old and is a first grader at ERA.

To contact Alderman Gray, email: dgray(@
townofpelahatchie.com.

Photo by Susie A. Wolfe

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just

a generator.
GENERAC

FREE QUOTE!
601-460-0256

Free Warranty worth $535.*
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Voter Registration Mailers from Third Parties Alert

Special to Pelahatchie News
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P.O. Box 771
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Volume 14 Issue 9

The Mississippi Secretary of
State’s Office has been alert-
ed that the Voter Participation
Center, a private organization,
plans to send voter registration
mailers to Mississippi residents.
The Mississippi Secretary of
State’s Office and county Circuit
Clerks have received numerous
calls about mailers from the Vot-
er Participation Center in past
years.

The forthcoming mailers will
provide information that, ac-
cording to review, someone at
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the address may not be regis-
tered to vote and will encourage
completion and submission of a
voter registration form. This is not
official correspondence from the
Mississippi Secretary of State’s Of-
fice or county Circuit Clerks and is
not an indication of a change in any-
one’s voter registration status.

It is critically important to remem-
ber you should get your election
information from trusted sources,
such as your local election officials
and the Mississippi Secretary of

Office Manager
Doris Bynum, (601) 566-1932 x0

For submission information, email
news@pelahatchienews.com.

Pelahatchie News is published on the first
Tuesday of every month in Pelahatchie, MS.

Copyright 2023. All rights reserved. Materials may not be
reproduced in whole or in part without written permission
of the publisher.

Find us on

Facebook

www.facebook.com/PelahatchieNews

State’s Office. Further, entities like
The Voter Participation Center may
obtain physical mailing address in-
formation through Freedom of In-

Special to Pelahatchie News

formation Act requests.

If you have questions about your
voter registration status, please vis-
it YallVote.ms to verify, or contact
your county Circuit Clerk. Mis-
sissippians can find the contact in-
formation for their county Circuit
Clerk here.

For additional questions, please
contact the FElections Hotline at
1-800-829-6786 or email Elections
Answers(@sos.ms.gov.
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Local musician earns mternatlonal recognition for music honoring late wife

By Ben Milam, SuperTalk Mississippi News

A Mississippi musician who got an unortho-
dox start to a late career in the entertainment
industry has experienced an even rarer rise to
prominence.

Tommy Rice lost his wife Deborah in 2020
to glioblastoma — a rare form of brain cancer.
She would outlive the initial prognosis by
nearly 2 and a half years, with much of the
fight occurring at St. Dominic’s Hospital in
Jackson. As Rice describes, her death spun

him to a place he had never been.

“She changed my whole life,” Rice said on
Good Things with Rebecca Turner, “Watch-
ing somebody you love so much, seeing her
leaving. It was tough. When she passed, it
was devastating. I was grieving myself to
death.”

After losing his wife of 20 years, friends en-
couraged Rice to attend grief counseling. It
was there that he was told to put his pain to
paper — something he had never done. But when
he read aloud the short story about Deborah’s
battle and death to his group the next week, a
new life in music was born.

Rice was spurred to turn the writing into song
by those who heard it. It became his first single
— “Miss Her More Today Than Yesterday.” Four
years and about 400 songs later, Rice is among

Special to Pelahatchie News

the premiere songwriters in the world. He was re-
cently named the 2024 International Singer-Song-
writers Association Songwriter of the Year.

Though the journey was unexpected and began
with the visceral grief of losing a loved one, Rice
says the music has helped him heal. In a way, it’s
also kept Deborah alive.

“Life was an adventure with her. Now I’ve got a
new adventure, but she’s still alive to me,” Rice

said. “I feel her presence all the time. It’s be-
come a passion for me now.”

The Magnolia State native had never so
much as penned a poem before becoming a
nearly overnight songwriting sensation. But
he’s become a well-known force in Nashville
and the global music industry for his heartfelt,
soul-wrenching lyrics.

“Debby would be happy with it. She loved
music,” Rice said. “We just started doing it
and one thing led to another. The music has
been heard in 119 countries now. We had 10
million views last year. I’'m so humbled by
that.”

Rice has hewn his own corner of the music
universe and doesn’t plan to slow down any
time soon. He’s also using the success to help
those who have been through the same path
he and Deborah walked down, donating the
proceeds from his songs to help those with
terminal illnesses and those fighting alongside
them.

For those who hear his songs, Rice wants them
to come away with one clear message.

“Take your life one day at a time,” Rice con-
cluded. “Be thankful you have people to love.
It’s not money, what your net worth is, how big
a car you drive, how big your house is — that’s
all temporary. But the love is forever. Love is the
key to life.”

Griffin Family
* Medical Clinic

For school, work or sports, we are here for all your
needs. Call us today to schedule your appointment.

Mary Ann Griffin, CFNP « Kim Risher « Keli Robertson
507 Hwy 80 West, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-8002

First Birthday Announcement
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Special to Pelahatchie News

lan Terry Armstrong celebrated his 1st birthday on August 10, 2025. lan is the son of
Chance and Amber Armstrong.
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East Rankin Track and Field has strong start to season

Scoring big time at the HOKA Postal in the Pass, Photos special to Pelahatchie News Senior RT Tate led the charge for the Patriots,
8th grader Jewel Baker snags the overall varsity securing a remarkable runner-up spot in a fierce-
win and leads the Lady Patriots to victory. Lots of After a long night, the varsity Patriots picked up runner up trophy at the HOKA Postal in the Pass two ly contested field at the HOKA Postal in the Pass
sweaty hugs all around. mile. RT Tate finished 4th overall. two-mile competition.
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Grayson Dominighini won the middle school race L. i ’ :" ¢ AR ., d . Team newcomer, sixth grader Isabella McLeod,
in Pass Christian. All three boys were top finishers, - L 2 - s . snagged the middle school win with her team-
bringing home T-shirt’s. .. il . : mates, bringing home a team win.

EZ WHEELS mc.

I<iyhota @Q\'E > Come see us on Facebook!

For Earth. For Life. atc Ic

Your authorized Kubota dealer! https://www.facebook.com/PelahatchieNews/
601-854-5112  601-854-5162
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Pelahatchie Library September Events Walters speaks to members
of Rankin County Rotary Club
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LEFT ON READ:
TeeN Book CLuB
THUR., SEPT. 3, 3—-4PMm

Our Club meets once a
month! For August & Sep-
tember, we will be diving

into the world of dystopian
fiction with Shatter Me by
Tahereh Mafi.

SENIOR SOCIAL
Tugs., SEpT. 9, 11AM-12:30PM

Join other seniors to play
games and socialize.

BRUNCH & BOOKS:
Apurt Book CLuB

WED., SEPT. 17, 11aAM-12:30PM

Our Club meets on the 3rd

Wednesday of each month

at 11 a.m. where we will be

discussing The Great Gatsby
by F. Scott Fitzgerald

GARDEN CLUB
THugs., SepT. 18, 5:30-6:30PM
The Pelahatchie Petals
Garden Club meets the 3rd

Thursday of every month at
5:30 p.m.

SENIOR SOCIAL
Tuts., SepT. 23, 11aM-12:30PM
Join other seniors in
your area to play games
and socialize.

PIRATES TRIVIA NIGHT
THuRS., SEPT. 25, 5-6:30PM
As a belated way to cele-
brate International Talk Like
a Pirate Day, join us for a
Pirates of the Caribbean
trivia night! Costumes are
encouraged.

Savvy? R Is
TEMBEonrd
Srowlfn 2
OARDMoNT H*

/Filter

PROTECTION

End Cleaning Out Gutters!

Zero Clogged Gutters Guaranteed

2025 Summer

Home Protection Event!

LIFETIME
TRANSFERABLE
WARRANTY

« With LeafFilter

Special to Pelahatchie News

Recently, Rankin County Ro-

tary Club members were hon-
ored to hear from Scott Walters
with All Things New Minis-
try, a faith-based ministry on
a mission to share the gospel
of Jesus Christ. Scott shared
the many impactful outreach
programs his organization pro-
vides to Rankin County and
surrounding communities, in-
cluding jail outreach, life skills
support, meeting the needs of
families affected by incarcera-
tion, Celebrate Recovery, and
much more.

The Rotary members are grateful
for Scott, his board, and all those
who support this ministry. They
truly make a difference for those in
need.

All Things New holds only two
fundraisers each year: Memo-
ry Walk for Debbie Pridgen, and
Fundraiser Dinner — Sept 11.

ter for events and learn how you can
help. Thank you, Scott, for serving
our community so well. The Rota-
ry looks forward to partnering with
you on many future projects.

Promo Code: 285
CALL 833-343-1315 FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

75% OFF + $250

Installation Discount

*$250 discount (no cash value) is for same-day signing only. This offer cannot be combined with any other promotion or offer. No obligation estimate
valid for 1 year. +See representative for full warranty details. See website for all license and registration numbers. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027,
CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, MI262300331,
262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM
408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI
No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056

The Rotary Club would like to en-
courage you to visit their website at
www.allthingsnewms.org to regis-
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City Beat: Mayor, Alderman meeting for Monday, August 4, 2025

By Shaun Mclnnish, Sr., City Beat Writer,
Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie Mayor and Board of

Aldermen held their regular monthly
| meeting on Monday, August 4, 2025,
at Town Hall. Mayor Karl Van Horn
called the meeting to order at 6:00
p.m. with all aldermen present.

Special to
Pelahatchie News

Visitor’s Business: Hayden Overby addressed
the board regarding authority to advertise for the
wastewater project.

Police: The department presented quotes for new
equipment and uniforms to be used for funerals
and special functions. The costs included $4,266
for badges, $5,853 for uniforms, and $2,558.11
for Class A uniforms, totaling $12,677.11. A mo-
tion was made by Alderman Eddie Jones and
seconded by Alderman David Gray to pay the
amount out of the seizures fund account. The mo-
tion passed with all in favor.

Maintenance: No report.
Clerk: No report.

Zoning: A public hearing scheduled for August
28 was mentioned concerning a residential prop-
erty that allegedly has gone 10 years without wa-
ter service. The property owner requested a grace

period. The zoning department recommended
handling such matters one issue at a time moving
forward.

New Business:

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the
minutes from the July 7, 2025 meeting was made
by Alderman Eddie Jones and seconded by Al-
derman James Harrell. The motion passed with
all in favor.

THE FLAGCE T:Q0 PFPRESFER

Unpaid Claims Docket: A motion to approve
payment of the unpaid claims docket was made by
Alderman Eddie Jones and seconded by Alderman
David Gray. The motion passed by a vote of 3-2.

Insurance — Morgan and White: A motion to ap-
prove a bank draft payment of $1,082.27 to Mor-
gan and White Insurance was made by Alderman
Eddie Jones and seconded by Alderman David
Gray. The motion passed with all in favor.

Insurance — Blue Cross: A motion to approve a
bank draft payment of $9,052.36 to Blue Cross
Insurance was made by Alderman Eddie Jones
and seconded by Alderman David Gray. The mo-
tion passed with all in favor.

Insurance — EMC Property: A motion to approve
a bank draft payment of $6,270.81 to EMC Prop-
erty Insurance was made by Alderman Eddie
Jones and seconded by Alderman David Gray.
The motion passed with all in favor.

Payroll: A motion to approve and ratify the July
2025 payroll—$68,288.09 for the general fund and
$26,425.22 for the enterprise fund—was made by
Alderman Eddie Jones and seconded by Alderman
James Harrell. The motion passed by a 3-2 vote.

2024 Audit: A motion to approve the 2024 au-
dit was made by Alderman Eddie Jones and sec-
onded by Alderman James Harrell. The motion
passed with all in favor. The results of the audit
were not released at the meeting.

Aldermen’s Discussions: Alderman Eddie
Jones reminded residents to remain aware during
hurricane season. No further reports were given.

Adjournment: With no further business, a mo-
tion to adjourn was made by Alderman Eddie
Jones and seconded by Alderwoman Diane Hill.
The meeting adjourned at 6:19 p.m.

|
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OCTOBER 18TH

Arts 6 Crafts
\ Festival :

- 4:00 PM
RAIN OR SHINE

@ THE CHURCH AT SHILOH ﬂ
2394 SHILOH ROAD, PELAHATCHIE, MS, 39145

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT:
OFFICETHECHURCHATSHILOH @ GMAIL.COM
OR TEXT (601) 955-1960

Applications must be submitted by October 10, 2025.

Fees are non-refundable. | ccahlodge(@gmail.com
This is a Missions Team Fundraiser for Holiday Follow Us On: ] . .
Mission Projects. Facebook: Crooked Creek Animal Hospital
L_m F59 % ~_% " BN {\ TikTok: Crooked Creck AH

Crooked Creek Animal Hospital
Charles Edwards II, DVM

atlyn Henning, DVM
ny Sowell, DVM
Carter Hill, DVM
123 Pleasant Pace Dr.

Pelahatchie, MS 39145

crookedcreekanimal.com
Phone: 601-854-7808
Fax: 601-854-7810
Crooked Creek Lodge
Phone: 601-812-8012
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The Mississippi Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks
(MDWEFP) is proud to announce
Johnny Granberry of Lexington,
Mississippi as the winner of the
Mississippi Wild Turkey Stamp Art
Contest. Granberry’s winning de-
sign titled “Woodland Suitors” will
be featured on the state’s inaugural
Wild Turkey Stamp, launching for
the 2026 spring turkey season.

Winning the 19 to 24 age category
1s Maddie Walters of Pelahatchie,
MS with her art titled “In the Wild.”
Winning the 15 to 18 age category
is Allie Bullock of New Albany, MS
with her art titled “An April Eve-
ning.” All three winners will receive
a monetary prize sponsored by the
Mississippi Wildlife, Fisheries, and
Parks Marine Foundation and will
be featured in Mississippi Outdoors
magazine.

Judging took place on Friday, Au-
gust 8, 2025 at MDWFP Headquar-
ters in Jackson, where a panel of

NEWS
elahatchie

Special to Pelahatchie News

2025 Turkey Stamp Art Winners Pictured L to R: Lynn Posey, MDWFP Executive Director; Maddie Wal-
ters, Pelahatchie, MS, Winner of the 19 to 24 age category; Allie Bullock, New Albany, MS, Winner of
the 15 to 18 age category; and Johnny Granberry, Lexington, MS, Winner of the Mississippi Wild Turkey

Stamp Art Contest

five judges unanimously selected
the artwork that best reflected the vi-
sion and requirements of the stamp.
Judges included Keri Davis, Owner,
Pacesetter Gallery; Bill Kincade,
Chairman, House Wildlife Commit-
tee; Ben Suber, Chairman, Senate
Wildlife Committee; Frank Dan-

tone, President, Mississippi Chapter
of the National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration; and Curtis Hopkins, PhD,
Southern Region Director, Ducks
Unlimited (retired).

“Thank you to every Mississippi
artist who submitted artwork,” said
MDWFP Executive Director Lynn

Posey. “A special thank you to our
judges who were eager to support
this important milestone. They had
a tough job selecting from all the
remarkable pieces submitted. The
Wild Turkey Stamp ensures Missis-
sippi will remain at the forefront of
turkey conservation for future gen-
erations. We appreciate our legisla-
ture, Mississippi Wildlife, Fisheries,
Parks, Marine Foundation, conser-
vation partners, and the public who
helped make this happen.”

The Wild Turkey Stamp is the re-
sult of a multi-year legislative ef-
fort by hunters, conservation part-
ners, and land managers and marks
a major step forward for conser-
vation. Inspired by the success of
the state and federal duck stamps,
this initiative provides a dedicat-
ed funding stream to support wild
turkey populations and the habitats
they depend on.

To see the winner and other artwork

entries, visit https:/www.mdwip.
com/news/2025-turkey-stamp-art-
contest-winners.
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SUBSCRIBE

Do you enjoy Pelahatchie News? Then have it delivered!
We are pleased to announce that Pelahatchie News is offering
subscriptions for $12 per year.

Fill out and mail the form below or visit pelahatchienews.com
and pay with PayPal account or with any Major Credit Card to
begin getting a copy delivered right to your door.
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Tate sets PR in 3200 at HOKA Postal

Pelahatchie, MS 39145
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for more payment options. It’s not that often that the East Rankin Academy team runs a 3200. The last time was about five years

ago. On this special occasion, one runner had PR out of the HOKA Postal in the Pass meet, and the
team can't think of a better recipient than senior RT Tate.
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Southern
Program

Pine’'s Student Ambassador
now taking applications

STUDENT AMBASSADOR

PROGRAM

Special to Pelahatchie News

Southern Pine Electric has once
again begun the process for accept-
ing applications to its Student Am-
bassador Program.

If you have a high school junior
who may be interested in applying
for the ambassador program, please
complete the application form at the
link below. This is open to mem-
bers’ children and team members’
children.

The student ambassador (commu-
nications intern) will work closely
with the communications team and
will be mentored by key cooperative
staff. If your child is interested in
social media, design, writing, pho-
tography or public relations they can
apply and gain firsthand knowledge
of the communications career field.
The deadline for applications is
October 10.
https://southernpine.coop/student-
ambassador-app/

mj INSURANCE

ASSOCIATES

of Rankin County

For your family or business, we offer

personalized coverage from a choice

of insurance companies.

Our agency is committed to helping
you choose the right insurance
coverage for your needs.

308 East

Trusted
Choice®

ww

Steven Wallace
601-825-5242
Government Street
Brandon, MS

swallace@insassociate.com

w.insassociate.com




NEWS
elahatchie ’

PHS FFA members help out with MS Food Network

Recently, the Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation’s Rankin County Board and the Pelahatchie FFA (Future Farmers of America) Chapter spent the morning at the Missis-
sippi Food Network making a real difference. They were also joined by MS State Senator Brian Rhodes. Together, they packed five pallets of food packs for the backpack
program — that’s approximately 1,200 meal kits for children in need — and two pallets of produce boxes to help families put fresh food on the table. The MS Farm Bureau
Federation is proud of the hard work and commitment of these volunteers to fight hunger right here in Mississippi.

September 2025

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Sunday Schedule:

9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
10:30 a.m. - Sunday School for all ages

Wednesday Schedule:

5:30 p.m. - Family Dinner (Call to make reservations)

6:30 p.m. - Prayer Meeting; Youth Worship; FEHSTWN.)o
Children’s Activities; Ladies Bible Study "

: . 4°kso “_‘3‘: NOV 7-92025 & JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
Online Worship Opportunity:
(Crossrl RloIalZs Bz::)l;isst lCﬁ\EclI:pF:cet::::( IZ,age) 3 DAYS [ ) 6 ST AG Es [
9:00 a.m. - Worship Service every Sunday 300 ARTISTs. ALL F REE.

Cross Roads Baptist Church, 104 Crossroads Road, Pelahatchie, MS 39145 fon) ;

NationalFolkFestival.com

(601) 546-2297 « www.crbc.online
(5 miles south of Interstate 20 on Highway 43 South)
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The Crooked Creek Cuties Corner

Here are just a few of the sweet faces who recently
visited Crooked Creek Animal Hospital.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS

1 & 2 BEDROOMS
PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601-854-5814, TTY: 711

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday, 8:00a.m. — 5:00p.m.

Appliances Furnished « Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities « HUD Vouchers Accepted
Accepts referrals from MS Olmstead Initiative Network
and Community Mental Health Centers

For more information or to place an application call the office number
listed above or come by the office during office hours.

J&A Management
Corinth, MS
662-287-6158

PELAHATCHIE NEWS NETWORK

17 ?\IE S PEL:AHATCHIE PELAHATCHIE NEWS SOCIAL’
@elahatc o & EMI> ® WEBSITE® ©® MEDIAR

 PAST HEADLINES

2015 7 10 Bfea.r‘.'siaﬂ'gg0

o

- “First year for Chieftacular show choir”

« “Mount Carmel MBC Celebrated 140th
anniversary in August”

2020 - B years ago
75 - “Pelahatchie man in first indictmehts

of poultry managers”
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PHS BETA Club receives National
Beta School of Merit Award

Nationa| BETA
SCHOOL OF

MERIT

Special to Pelahatchie News

The number of hours and the amount
of time invested into Beta and Beta
Competition annually by school spon-
sors and students is truly inspiring. The
students believe in the pillars of Beta
and work hard to instill those same val-
ues in the JR Beta Chapter.

“A very special thank you to Mrs.
Renfroe, Mrs. Foster, and Mrs. Skinner
for their dedication and leadership in

Special to Pelahatchie News

guiding our students to success through
Beta,” Principal Voncille Anderson
said.

The National Beta School of Merit
Award is given to honor a club’s ded-
ication and commitment to academic
excellence. To achieve this prestigious
honor, a school must include members
from all eligible grade levels in their
Beta Club. This year, National Beta is
proud to recognize 5,930 outstanding
schools as 2024-2025 recipients.
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Market
Farmer

Spotlight: The Artful

Special to Pelahatchie News

Amy and Tommy Lyle started The Art-
ful Farmer, based out of Pelahatchie,
MS, together they process honey from
their hives as well as growing and can-
ning all sorts of goodies. The Lyles
can be found at the local Pelahatchie
Farmers Market the last weekend of
each month. (Except for August; the
date has been changed to September
6th.) Their number of bee hives has in-
creased from two to twelve in just two

pecial to Pelahatchie News

years and they are really enjoying their
colonies’ growth. Tommy does most of
the apiary work since Amy teaches 2nd
through 6th grade Venture students at
Puckett and Pisgah elementary schools.
Tommy was a beekeeper many years
ago so he brings lots of prior knowl-
edge but there’s always the opportunity
to discover and learn new things. The
local beekeeping community has prov-
en very helpful and that has made all
the difference. The Lyles look forward
to many more years of beekeeping.

riorityOne, our foundation is built on strong values and lasting
lationships. Those deep roots give us the strength to serve with
tability, while also providing the groundwork for growth. IUs this

ala ce of tradition and progress that ensures our communities, and
u tomers, are equipped for a strong future.
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Pelahatchie High School student spotlight making an impact

Pelahatchie High School (PHS) is excited to celebrate four students who go the extra mile to help others, spread kindness, and make our school a better place. These stu-
dents include: Aubri Key, Corban Robinson, Casen Kilgore, and James White. According to their teachers, these amazing students have shown kindness, teamwork, and
a willingness to step up when others needed a hand. They remind us that small acts of kindness create a big impact. PHS is grateful for their example and proud to honor

them with gift cards of appreciation.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Allstate.

You're in good hands.
Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

RicHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
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https://www.facebook.com/PelahatchieNews/

Come see us on Facebook!
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Specialty Tree Service v /
601-405-5857

Specializing in large and
dangerous tree removal

Free

Gabe Walters Estimates!

601-405-5857

Tree Removal « Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding Lot Clearing

Debris Removal
CREMATION

W SERVICES, LLC.
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Master Card American Express Discover VISA

Crossgates Tewelers, Inc.

Tammy & Gerald Frazier
Owners

(601) 939-9313
Watch & Jewelry Repair

401 Cross Park Drive
Suite A

Custom Design Pearl, MS 39208
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Pastors Perspectlve° DoYouHave Ears to Hear?

By Guest Columnist
Spencer Sullivan,
Pastor, Pelahatchie Baptist

Everyone loves a good
story, right? We love to
engage and get lost in
a great story, whether
we’re reading or listen-
ing to a book or watching a show or a
movie. But, sometimes, nothing beats
listening to a great storyteller capti-
vate you with the detailed delivery of a
great story. Jesus was able to captivate
audiences through a variety of means,
but one way was through the telling of
a story. The stories He told are called
parables. The best definition I’ve read
or heard for a parable is: a parable is an
illustrative figure of speech made for
comparison’s sake—and specifically
for the purpose of teaching a spiritual
lesson. Jesus never did anything with-
out purpose and that includes the sto-
ries or parables He told. His parables
were not for entertainment; they were
aunique delivery method of a message
that mattered.

The first recorded parable in the Gos-
pels is often referred to as the Parable

Special to
Pelahatchie News

of the Sower. This parable or story
is found in the Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, and Luke. I invite you to find
and read both the story and Jesus’ ex-
planation (For example: Luke 8:4-15).
While the Sower (evangelist) in the
story plays the incredibly important
role of spreading the seed (the Good
News of Jesus), he is not the point of
the story. The story is all about the soil
that he is planting in. Jesus describes
four different soil types: pathway, rock
or rocky, weedy or thorny, and good
or fertile. I imagine this imagery res-
onates with many of you, especially
those that plant gardens every spring,
hoping for a harvest of beautiful and
delicious vegetables. I tried my hand
in it this year, but I’ve clearly got a lot
to learn! Why do my cucumbers look

Special to Pelahatchie News

like that? Anyway, if you know the
story or just read the story, you see that
the different soil types Jesus described
represent the different heart types of
people that hear the Good News con-
cerning Jesus Himself. The pathway
soil type represents the hard heart. This
person cannot or does not want to hear
or receive the message of Jesus. The
rock soil type represents the shallow
heart. This person may initially show
signs of receiving, yet there is no root
or depth to their belief. So, when fol-
lowing Jesus produces difficulty, this
person falls away. The weedy soil type
represents the worldly heart. Like the
shallow heart, this person may initially
show signs of receiving the message
of Jesus, but before long, the cares
of the world reveal this person’s true

alleglance Obviously, the fourth soil
is the good soil which represents the
heart that is ready to receive the Word
and then bear fruit for Jesus. The fruit
is the critical indicator of whether the
Gospel takes root in a person’s life,
just like it is when planting a garden.
If nothing produces in your garden,
then it didn’t take, right?

After telling the parable, Jesus said in
verse 8: “As He said these things, He
called out, ‘He who has ears to hear,
let him hear.”” My hope is that you
have heard the Good News of Jesus.
The Good News is that because of His
unfailing love for sinful people (all of
us!), He lived the life we could not
live, died the death that we deserve,
and overcame the enemy (Satan and
death) that we could never overcome.
But, merely hearing the Good News
is not enough. Did you truly believe?
Did it take? Is there fruit in your life
that only He can produce in you? Do
you have ears to hear and a heart to
receive and believe? If not, may God
prepare your heart so that you can hear
and believe just like a farmer prepares
the soil to plant in anticipation of a
great harvest!

Pelahatchie ES Student Spotlight

Memphis Hall

Memphis Hall is a 4th-grade student at Pelahatchie Elementary School that was just awarded a Chief

Special to Pelahatchie News

Spotlight for his outstanding respect, attention, and positive behavior all across campus. Hall is a shining
example for his peers, and the school is so proud of the character he shows each day. Hall is always on
his best behavior in music class. He is always quiet because of his nature and his respect for others, but
he is also attentive. He listens to instructions given and always follows through with positive behavior.

SPECIALIZING IN NEWBORN,

FAMILY, SENIOR, AND
BOUDOIR PHOTOGRAPHY

LOCATED IN PELAHATCHIE,

110 SOUTH BROOKS STREET

WITH DOWNRIGHT

SOUTHERN LLC GIFT SHOP

PHOTOGRAPHY
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| S 601-850-6316
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FOR SCHEDULING, EMAIL US AT
”‘ HELLO@NATALIEYARBOROUGHPHOTOGRAPHY
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East Rankin Acad hold
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AUGUST 26TH
@ PUCKETT | 6 PM

SEPTEMBER 2ND
@ RICHLAND | 6 PM

~.. SEPTEMBER 9TH
%~ @PISGAH | 6PM

SEPTEMBER 16TH
VS PUCKETT | 6 PM

SEPTEMBER 23RD
VS FLORENCE | 6 PM

SEPTEMBER 30TH
'S MCLAURIN | 6 PM

Special to Pelahatchie News

East Rankin Academy (ERA) would like to thank Bro. Reid Stevens, pastor of Forest Baptist Church, and
the ERA Praise Team for leading in worship during the first chapel of the school year for grades 5-12.

THIS IS

YOUR
MOMENT
TO WIN

The future is yours!
With the hundreds of
opportunities Hinds offers,
you can become
who you want to be!

m COMMUNITY COLLEGE

1-800-HINDSCC | hindscc.edu

JACKSON | NAH | RANKIN | RAYMOND | UTICA | VICKSBURG

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment opportunities
and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. We recognize our responsibility to provide an open and welcoming environment that fosters a culture of diversity, equity, and inclusion for employees and students to collaboratively
learn, work and serve our communities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies:
EEOC Compliance: Office of Campus Culture and Diversity, P.0. Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3569 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu
Title IX: Associate Vice President Student Services, Title IX Coordinator P.0. Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601-857-3353 or Email: TitlelX@hindscc.edu
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By Doug Carter, Rankin
County Extension Agent

Hundreds, if not
thousands, of forest
acres are transferred
to the next generation
every year in Missis-
sippi. One thing es-
sential for forestry landowners to
understand, especially with tax sea-
son upon us, is what forestry basis
is, and how it is used.

Special to
Pelahatchie News

Basis is the amount of your invest-
ed money or the cost of your prop-
erty such as timber or land. Forest
landowners may have a basis in
their timber, in their land, or in other
capital assets. Basis is not usually
the current value of your property.
Many people have no basis in their
property, especially in timberland,
depending on how they initially ac-
quired the timber, and if the timber
has been harvested and if the basis
has already been used.

To determine net taxable income,

Taxes, Timber,
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basis is subtracted from the gross
sale income. Forest owners who sell
timber do not pay taxes based on
gross proceeds. Forests owners pay
taxes (generally at long-term capital
gains rate, if the property is owned
long enough) on the net taxable in-
come. Net taxable income equals
gross proceeds, minus sales expens-
es and minus the basis in the prop-
erty. Subtracting basis from gross
proceeds is called basis recovery,

and Land: Defining

Inogen® Portable
Oxygen Concentrators

Leave the _ o,
tanks athome. £

L

prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.91bs. with a standard battery

Convert the air around you into medical-grade oxygen.
At just under 3 Ibs.} Inogen® lightweight and compact
portable oxygen concentrators easily deliver your

SM250015 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen,
Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

CALL US NOW
1-844-573-4926
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and it can reduce taxes significantly.
Basis recovery is a “use it or lose it”
opportunity. If basis is not recov-
ered when a property or timber is
sold, then the basis in that property
is lost. To avoid this financial loss,
forest owners need to be aggressive
in recovering basis. Besides proper-
ty or timber sales, recovery of basis
also can occur following a casualty
or theft loss. If a casualty loss, such
as a tornado occurs, having a basis
in the timber is necessary for the
landowner to receive a tax write off
for storm damage.

Land and timber are properties
that can be bought and sold sepa-
rately. Therefore, it will be a land-
owner’s advantage to set up differ-
ent accounts for land and timber
and keep separate records of ba-
sis. The Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) regulations also require land-
owners to keep separate land and
timber accounts.

Inflation will reduce the value of
basis every year. To minimize this
financial loss, one will need to be
aggressive in basis recovery.

The way a forest landowner ac-
quires property is important in es-
tablishing the initial value of basis.
One becomes a property owner in
one of four ways: 1) one purchas-
es the property, 2) one inherits the
property, 3) one receives the proper-
ty as a gift, 4) the landowner plants
trees on the property.

Purchased Property: When you
purchase timberland, the initial val-
ue of basis is equal to the purchase
price. Include with the purchase
price any legal, surveying, and con-
sulting fees paid.

The allocation of purchase price
into land basis and timber basis is
guided by the percentage of fair
market value, attributed to land and

Forestry Basis

timber.

Inherited property: The ini-
tial value of basis for inher-
ited property is equal to the
fair market value (FMV) at
the time of the donor’s death.
If the estate distribution is de-
layed, the owner may use in-
stead the FMV on the date of
acquisition.

Most inherited land and tim-
ber property subject to estate
taxes will receive a step-up
basis, equal to the Fair Market
Value. However, this is not the
case for a surviving spouse of joint-
ly owned timberland. Only half of
the property is assumed to be inher-
ited, so only half of the FMV is the
initial basis.

An appraisal is needed to establish
the FMV of the land and timber.
The most accurate appraisal occurs
when the landowner acquires the
property.

Sometimes an appraisal is not made
until the property or timber is sold.
In this case a retroactive appraisal
to establish basis is allowed by the
IRS, if it is done by a consulting for-
ester. The FMV for the date the land
was inherited is established by pro-
jecting backwards, for the land and
timber values.

Property Received as a Gift:
Timberland given to heirs before
death avoids estate taxes. Because
of estate avoidance, your initial en-
try in basis will be the same as your
donor’s basis in the property. The
donor’s basis is established by how
the donor acquired the property.

Planted trees: If a landowner es-
tablishes their own trees, initial val-
ue of basis is equal to reforestation
costs and includes tree planting and
site-preparation cost. These are op-
tions when using reforestation costs.

One option is to keep reforestation
basis in the timber account until the
timber is sold. Another option is to
use investment tax cred and amor-
tization. Reforestation costs up to
$10,000 each year can qualify.

Amortization tax credit allows a 10
percent tax credit for reforestation
cost. Credit is taken the same year
cost are paid.

Source: “Basics of Basis”, Mis-
sissippi State University Extension,
Publication 1983



NEWS

16 September 2025
elahatchie
ED EAsT RANKIN AcADEMY 2025 AuGusT - OcTtoBER XC SCHEDULE ED

DATES MEET LOCATIONS

Saturdasl(zvening) 2 mﬁpgu '\3;'\TR)§$T|§(ICS(|)\|F|F.Y HunTsviLLe, AL

Thursday (evening) O ATIONALS EVENT Pass CHrisTiAN, MS

Saturdai:/l(zr:oming) VicTtoRrs KickoFF AT THE QUARRY BranDoN, MS

Saturdasyls(”:vening_;) MEMPHIS Tv$1'|T l.é‘.’ﬁ’ XC CLASSIC MewmpHis, TN

Saturda: (rsnorning) THE OPENER Cuinton, MS

Saturday (morning “VARSITY ONLY" HuwTsvue, AL

Mondayg(/aszernoon) DELTA DAsH GREeNwooD, MS

Saturd:;%:vening) ON TwiLigHT PR’VILLE HunTsviLLE, AL

Saturda1yo(/:venin g) HokAa FRANK HorTON “NIGHT” CLASSIC MempHis, TN

Saturd;)(/) (:nsorning) CROZVSATCSSIU-I:I?E%?:?_%SSIC CuinTon, MS

Monday (tme TBA) DISTRICT MEET TBA

Monday (tima TBA) MAIS OVERALL STATE MEET TBA

The Church at Shiloh hosts

annual Arts & Crafts Festival

SePTEMBER

OCTOBER 18TH ™ -

| N A
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By Guest Columnist Cathy Robinson

HOEDOWN

@ NEK e
Sep 26-28

The Church at Shiloh, 2394 Shiloh Road, Pelahatchie is hosting its annual - WEEK FOUR
Arts and Crafts Fair on Saturday, October 18, 2025 from 9:00 am —4:00 pm. Sep19-2
Vendors are encouraged to participate in this event. Vendor fee is $25.00 for
10° x 12’ spot or $40 if electricity is needed. We are focusing on the holi-
days for those who want to shop early. There is no admission price for our
shoppers.

For more information, pleas email officethechurchatchiloh@gmail.com or
text 601-955-1960.

Funds raised will be used by The Church at Shiloh’s Mission Fund.




