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Coach Brooke Rhodes, ERA Girls win 20th game

By Robert Wilson, Mississippi Scoreboard

The East Rankin Academy girls won their 20th game
of the season Tuesday night with a 56-26 victory over
Tri-County Academy at Tri-County’s gym in Flora.

The Lady Patriots might be the first team in the coun-
try to win 20 games. No one in Mississippi has won 20
— the second most is 14 — and no one in the MaxPreps
National Top 25 has won 20 either. There is no nation-
al database on current team wins, but if East Rankin
isn’t the first to win 20, it doesn’t take long to call the
roll. It’s unheard of for a team to win 20 games before
Christmas. Most teams don’t play 20 games before
Christmas.

East Rankin coach Brooke Rhodes — yes, the same one
who dominated the MAIS 13 years ago — is trying to
bring back the winning ways to the Pelahatchie private
school when she swished jump shot after jump shot in
consistent fashion. Rhodes averaged 21.4 points and
led East Rankin to a 35-2 record and the MAIS Overall

Coach Brooke Rhodes

Tournament championship for the first in school history.
She scored 35 points in the Overall championship win
over Pillow and averaged 32 in three Overall games.
Rhodes scored 2,568 points in her high school career.

These days, Rhodes is helping her girls put the
ball through the hoop. And they are doing a pret-
ty good job of it, rolling to a 20-4 record so far
this season.

No. 20 came Tuesday as 6-foot-2 freshman
forward Liz Stevens had a game-high 14 points
and sophomore forward Addison Derrick added
11 points. East Rankin defeated Class SA power
and last year’s Overall semifinalist Leake 68-62
in a District 2 game last week.

East Rankin is not only a contender for the SA
state title, but the Lady Patriots also have a le-
gitimate shot of the Overall title. Their losses
are two 5A Brookhaven Academy (10 points),
5A Pillow Academy (two points), SA Simpson
Academy (six points) and 5A Central Hinds

Academy (one point). East Rankin has defeated 6A
Jackson Prep and 6A Jackson Academy.

“We played in some early preseason games because

we are so young and I think playing games got us some

Photo by Brad Bridges

Continued on Page 2

ERA robotics team, breaks record, quallﬁes

Special to Pelahatchie News

The East Rankin Robotics Team com-
peted in the FIRST Tech Challenge Tu-
pelo Qualifier Tournament on December
9. The team was selected for the Think
Award for being the team the judges felt
best reflected the journey of the engi-
neering design process.

The team was also captain of the Win-
ning Alliance in the final rounds of the
robotics competition finishing 1st place
in the tournament!

During the qualifying matches, the East
Rankin team broke the state scoring re-
cord for the 2023-2024 season with a
match score of 234 points!.

The team qualifies for the Mississippi
FIRST Tech Challenge State Competi-
tion to be held on March 8 and 9 on the
campus of the University of Mississippi.
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Pictured left from right: Paige Mayatte, Hudson Hawk, Audrey Hawk, Jackson Fountain, Byrnes Fountain,
and Tyler Upton.
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PHS participates with "Vegetable Box Giveaway"

Special to Pelahatchie News

United Way of the Capital Area in partnership with Atmos Energy, and Pelahatchie High School held the “Vegetable Box Giveaway” in Pelahatchie, MS. Volunteers
distributed 200 ten-pound vegetable gift boxes to Rankin County residents. The project aims to reduce disparities in access to fresh and healthy food in underserved com-

munities.
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RHODES, ERA GIRLS WIN 20TH GAME

early experience and will help us down the road,”
said Rhodes, who is in her third season at East
Rankin. She was a star at Delta State and South-
ern Miss and was an assistant coach at Central Ar-
kansas, Jones College, Presbyterian College, and
Western Carolina for a combined six years before
deciding to come home.

“I learned a lot and it was a great experience
coaching college, but I knew I always wanted to
be a high school coach,” Rhodes said. “It is so
cool to coach where my Papa’s name (Rhodes’
and former East Rankin coach Billy Rhodes) is on
the (East Rankin) gym. It is special. He comes to
some of the practices and comes to the games.”

Rhodes starts one senior (Addison Brown), one
junior (Presley Thompson), two sophomores
(Holly Jackson and Derrick) and one freshman
(Stevens). Sophomore Ashley Miller is the first
player off the bench.

“I think this group has a chance to go far into the
playoffs if we will continue to play hard and be unselfish,”
Rhodes said. “We have the guard play and post play and have
several people who can have a big night on any given night.

“I’m really proud of this group. We are young as a whole but
have great leadership from Addison. She has been so consis-
tent in how hard she plays and practices. This group is so spe-
cial because it hasn’t been just one or two players who have
been the leading scorers in our games.”

Stevens — whose older sister Abigail was a star as a soph-
omore and was on the PriorityOne Bank/Mississippi Score-
board Metro Jackson Team but decided not to play her junior
and senior years to concentrate on softball (she signed with
Mississippi State this fall) — leads East Rankin with 13.1 points

and 10.2 rebounds per game. Jackson
is second with 11.4 points per game.

Rhodes sees similarities in this team
and her senior year, but one big differ-
ence. And then there is the difference
that Rhodes is coaching, not playing on
this team.

“This group can play fast and shoot it
at times better than that overall group,”
Rhodes said. “The main difference to
me is we were mostly juniors and se-
niors (on the Overall title team) and
this group is mainly sophomores and
freshman.”

East Rankin is off for a week then play
three games in three days next week —
Class 4A Riverfield, La., Academy on
Wednesday, Class 4A Clinton Chris-
tian Academy on Thursday and Class
5A Bowling Green, La., Academy on
Friday in the Copiah Academy Tournament at Gallman.

East Rankin has 35 scheduled games going into the playoffs
in late January. A 40-win season — never done before at East
Rankin — isn’t out of the question.

East Rankin is ranked No. 16 in Mississippi and fifth among
MAIS teams in the latest MaxPreps rankings, behind No. 4
Pillow, No. 8 Madison-Ridgeland Academy, No. 10 Leake
Academy and No. 15 Rossville Christian, Tenn.

Rhodes would like to take this team deep into the playoffs
and possibly get into the Overall Tournament at Mississippi
College where she once won it all.

Said Rhodes: “We just have to keep getting better every
game.”

Photo by Brad Bridges
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Pelahatchie Elementary

Bria Gardner
is being recognized for
her kindness. She
brought hand-written
note ﬂlf Em:ﬂuragement

to every student in her
class. What a way to
make everyone feel

Bria Gardner special!

School student spotlight

Katie Phillips

is being recognized for
her acts of service. Katie
has helped a new student
in her class this week.
Being new can be scary,
but Katie's kindness has
helped her new friend
adjust to a new
environment.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

MULTICRAFT

INTERNATIONAL
INMOVATION MULTIPLIED

43471 Hwy 80 Pelahatchie, MS 39145

COME JOIN THE MULTICRAFT TEAM
GREAT BEMEFITS AMD 10 PAID HOLIDAYS

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Plant Assemblers
Day and Night Shifts Available

Visit website for full job descriptions & application
www.Multicraft.com/Careers

Apply on-line or walk-ins Welcome
Resumes may be faxed to 601-854-1258
Or emailed to Patrice.bailey@multicraft.com
EOE Employer

Special to Pelahatchie News

Congratulations to our Elementary Teacher of the Year, Rebecca Nelson. Ms. Nelson teaches STEM at
Pelahatchie Elementary School. Thank you for all that you do to support Pelahatchie Elementary and
the RCSD.
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Pelahatchie celebrates the season with Christmas Parade
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NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS

1 & 2 BEDROOMS
PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601-854-5814, TTY: 711

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday, 8:00a.m. — 5:00p.m.

Appliances Furnished « Central Heat & Air .I'r
Laundry Facilities «+ HUD Vouchers Accepted I'*
Accepts referrals from MS Olmstead Initiative Network ].I] .! I Y
and Community Mental Health Centers ﬂn p}f lEI"} IE ar

For more information or to place an application call the office number fr[lj ]'[‘H th.ﬂ &tﬂf‘ﬁ" .ﬂﬁ

listed above or come by the office during office hours.
J&A /”C ¥
. J&A Management P' l [I' | i ‘l’ :}I‘- .
] 5 - Corinth, MS B ﬂ. E lﬂ. G I e
'ﬁﬁ" 662-287-6158

News Network
@ “This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employee.” - IBFW'*-;' i IE ﬂlr
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Pelahatchie HS FFA teams
place at Federation contests

Special to Pelahatchie News

FFA had a good day at Federation contests: Sr Opening and Closing Team, 1st
place; Jr Opening and Closing, 2nd place; Jr. Creed: Bailey Joy Key, 1st Place;
National Creed: KatieBelle Herrington, 1st Place; Sr. Creed: Alice Lopez, 2nd Place.
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Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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Pelahatchie Library January Events

SENIOR CITIZENS SOCIAL
TuEsDAY, JANUARY 9, 11:00 A.M._
4~ Tuespay, JaNUARY 23, 11:00 A.M.

ApuLT Book CLUB :
VEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 11:00 A.M 1

" DiscussING THE Last EXCHANGE
Wi . BY CHARLES IVIARTIN

NEW YEAR
¥ 2024!
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Rankin County Court Judge Kent McDaniel takes oath of office

Special to Pelahatchie News

Rankin County Court Judge Kent Mc-
Daniel took the oath of office to contin-
ue his work as Youth Court judge at 10
a.m. on Dec. 28. Judge McDaniel was
sworn in along with other Rankin Coun-
ty officials. The ceremony was held in
the large Circuit Court courtroom at 301
E. Government Street in Brandon.

Gov. Tate Reeves appointed Judge Mc-
Daniel to fill the vacancy created by the
death of County Court and Youth Court
Judge Thomas Broome. Judge McDan-
iel’s one-year appointment is effective
Jan. 1, 2024, and will end on Jan. 5,
2025. The Governor scheduled a special
election for Nov. 5, 2024, for the Place 2
judgeship on the Rankin County Court.

Judge McDaniel retired Sept. 30, 2021,
after 24 years of service as Rankin
County Court Judge. He returned to
the bench on April 20 by appointment
of the Supreme Court as a special judge
to assist after Judge Broome became ill.
Judge Broome died May 21. The Spe-
cial Judge appointment by the Supreme
Court was scheduled to end Dec. 31.

Rankin County Court Judge David
Morrow Jr. said, “Judge McDaniel has
a true servant’s heart. His willingness

to answer the Governor’s call to
help the troubled youth and families
of Rankin County is an answered
prayer. We are all better as a Rankin
County community because of his
desire to serve.”

Judge Morrow administered the
oath for Judge McDaniel to begin
the gubernatorial appointment.

Judge McDaniel has 40 years of
public service. He began his career
of state public service with the Mis-
sissippi Bureau of Narcotics as one
of the original agents in 1972. He
worked undercover for three years,
then supervised investigations in 27
counties in south Mississippi.

He was Deputy Commissioner of
Corrections 1979-1980. His duties
included dealing with the budget
and Legislative appropriations for
MDOC.

In 1980, he became director of the
Mississippi Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Training Academy. He served
as director until 1986. After that, he
was in private law practice for about
three years.

He served as First Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney for the Southern District of Missis-
sippi from 1989 to 1995. He returned

Judge Kent McDaniel

to the private practice of law in 1995
and was Flowood Municipal Judge from  MANG, from 1973-1978,
November 1995 until his appointment to

the Rankin County Court bench by
former Gov. Kirk Fordice on Sept. 1,

1997.

Judge McDaniel served as chairman
of the Conference of County Court
Judges for more than 10 years. He
was appointed to the Commission
on Judicial Performance in January
2015. He was Commission Chair-
man when he stepped down shortly
before his 2021 retirement.

Judge McDaniel grew up in Sand-
ersville in Jones County. He grad-
uated with honors from Belhaven
College in 1969, then earned a mas-
ter's degree with honors from the
University of Southern Mississip-
pi. He earned a Juris Doctor degree
from Mississippi College School of
Law, graduating first in his class. In
2013, he was awarded a Doctor of
Laws degree from Mississippi Col-
lege School of Law, where he served
as an adjunct faculty member for 25
years, teaching trial practice.

He served with the 20th Special
Forces Group of the Mississippi
Army National Guard from 1968-
1973 and with the 112th MP Battalion,
leaving the
service with the rank of First Lieutenant.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Cross Roads Baptist Church

Sunday Schedule:

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m

Worship Service
- Sunday School for all ages

Wednesd ay Schedule:

5:30 p.m, - Family
830 p.m. - Prayer M
Louples Suppo

Dinnear (C
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| I.'_-'.|r|_:-|_||_| I.'_'-:_|I||_-r__:||_' _ﬁ_.;_.;.-_n Bibalie 5=

all to ma ke re yaticns)
i I||||_I|r_|| .

aly, Laches B hll 5 ||r|,

Online \t—'lur.'.'hip {:'lppnrlunii:l.':

(Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook Page)

9:00 am. - W

Vorship Service every Sunday

Cross Roads Baptist Church, 104 Crossroads Foad, Pelahatchie, M5 39145

(601) 546-2297

« www.crbconline
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Crnnked Creek Animal
Hospital, Inc.

Charles M. Edwards Il, DVM
Staci L. Rhodes, DVM

123 Pleasant Pace Dr.
Pelahatchie, MS
% www.crookedcreekanimal.com
. % Phone: 601-854-7808
Fax: 601-854-7810

-'i,‘ Crooked Creek Lodge s
S 601-812-7012
ccahlodge@gmail.com

ﬁ www.instagram.com/ccanimalhospital

0 www.facebook.com/CrookedCreekLodge
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Pelahatchie High School Griffin Family Medical Clinic

honors November award winners
’ THY
YEeAr!
»

Don't forget
to schedule
your routine checkup

PHS students and teacher for the month of November pictured left to right: 12th - Jimmy Holifield, 9th - or WE““ ess ‘rlﬁlt.

Kendall Gordon, Teacher - Mr. Jordan (Fine Arts and Dual Credit Comp 1 and 2), 10th - Rylee Watson, - o
11th - Soyun Kim, 8th - Jackson Fayete, 7th - Bradley Denton. [}.ﬂ" us Iﬂﬁa}
to schedule

your appointment.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Mary Ann Griffin, CFNP « Kim Risher « Keli Robertson
507 Hwy 80 West, Pelahatchie, M5 35745

601-854-8002

Fusion Martial Arts

503 2nd St., Pelahatchie, MS

Congratulations to Payton Sanders on being named the Student-Athlete of the Month. Payton plays En"l _g 41 _393?
multiple sports that are in season consecutively. At the moment, she plays for the Lady Chiefs Basketball
team and the Lady Chiefs Soccer team. She often travels from practice of one sport to a game of the MiEhﬂEl Harvey - Dwner/Instructor

other. Payton gives her all to each sport she is playing and represents our Tribe well.

Ay

Now enrolling new students!

Classes held Mondays and Thursdays
5:30-6:15 -Beginner/Little Dragons
6:00-6:45 - Beginner/Intermediate

Congratulations to Walker Lytton on being recognized for his characteristics of Gratitude. Gratitude is 6:45-7:30- Adult/Advanced
our counselor's word for the month of November. Walker shows gratitude to his teachers, coaches, and

classmates. He is always smiling and finding ways to show appreciation to others. Thank you Walker for

making our Tribe better today than it was yesterday. You represent us well.




Residents urged to plan
ahead for winter weather

Special to SW Rankin News

The Mississippi Emergency Man-
agement Agency (MEMA), in part-
nership with the National Weather
Service and the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Transportation, urges Mis-
sissippians to plan ahead for winter
weather this year. NOAA’s Climate
Prediction Center forecasts a “wet-
ter than average” winter for the state.

Mississippians should be prepared
for cold temperatures, the potential
for flash flooding and prolonged
power outages this season.

“While we may not experience lots
of snow in Mississippi, we are prone
to ice during these cold months. All
citizens should have a disaster go-
kit that can get them through at least
seventy-two hours without power,”
says MEMA Executive Director Ste-
phen McCraney. “Check on your
neighbors and elderly, too.”

“As winter approaches in Missis-
sippi, it’s crucial to prepare for cold
temperatures, potential snowy and
icy conditions. Stay informed, have
emergency supplies like blankets

NEWS

elahatchie

and non-perishable food on hand,
and ensure your home is adequate-
ly insulated. Preparedness is key to
navigating winter weather effective-
ly in Mississippi. Now is the time to
prepare,” says Michael Hill, National
Weather Service Jackson Warning
Coordination Meteorologist.

The winter season can also make
roads and bridges treacherous for
drivers.

“As we’ve seen in recent years,
winter weather and extreme cold
events capable of impacting Missis-
sippi highways can strike quickly
this time of the year,” said MDOT
Executive Director Brad White.
“With that in mind, MDOT offers the
public preparedness resources for
the winter months, including safe
driving tips, a car kit checklist, and
car care information at GoMDOT.
com/winter.”

More preparedness tips can be
found at MSEMA.org.

T0o WinTERIZE A HOME:

» Store a good supply of dry, seasoned
wood for the fireplace or wood-burning
stove.

¢ |[nsulate walls and attics; use caulk
and weather-stripping around doors
and windows. Install storm windows,
or cover windows with plastic.

* Winterize the house, barn, shed, or
any other structure that may provide
shelter for your family, neighbors, live-
stock or equipment.

e Clear rain gutters, repair roof leaks,
and cut away tree branches that could
fall on a house or other structure
during a storm.

e I[nsulate pipes with insulation or
newspapers and plastic, and allow
faucets to drip slightly during cold
weather to avoid freezing.

» Keep fire extinguishers on hand, and
ensure everyone in the house knows
how to use them.

¢ _earn how to shut off water valves, in
the case of a pipe bursting.

* Know ahead of time what should
be done to help elderly or disabled
friends, neighbors, or employees.

January 2024

DisasTER GOo-Kim CHECKLIST:

* NON-PERISHABLE FOOD FOR
FAMILY AND PETS

* EXTRA BLANKETS

* ADDITIONAL MEDICATIONS
* PHONE CHARGER

* FLASHLIGHTS

* WATER (1 GALLON PER PERSON
PER DAY)

*DRY FIREWOOD
*FIRST AID KIT
*HYGIENE ITEMS

* EXTRA BATTERIES

Car Kit CHECKLIST:

* WINDSHIELD SCRAPER
* JUMPER CABLES

* BLANKETS

* WATER/SNACKS

* FLASHLIGHT WITH EXTRA
BATTERIES

*FIRST AID KIT
* CELL PHONE CHARGER

* EMERGENCY FLARES OR
REFLECTORS

savings account

Teatunes:

effortless automatic transfers
minimum opening deposit of $25
no monthly service charge

pays interest

Requisentents:

e active PriorityOne checking or savings account
e setup a monthly recurring transfer at account opening

NO WITHDRAWALS ARE ALLOWED UNLESS CLOSING ACCOUNT

g PriorityOne

MEMBER FDIC

Visit www.priorityonebank.com for more information.
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Students selected for All-State Clinic

Special to Pelahatchie News

Congratulations to Kyra Bryant, Madeline McFadden, and Brooklyn Williamson who were recently se-
lected to represent Pelahatchie High School this year at the MS All-State Band Clinic in Natchez, MS.
The clinic lasted for three days, and auditions were held for chair (order) placement. The participants
performed a concert at the Natchez Convention Center on the final day.

NEWS
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Wilson receives RCSD award

Special to Pelahatchie News

Congratulations to our Elementary Assistant Administrator of the Year, Kristy Wilson. Mrs. Wilson is the
assistant administrator for Steen’s Creek Elementary School. Thank you for all that you do to support
Steen’s Creek Elementary and the RCSD.

BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER 7 CHAPTER 13

DEBT ELIMINATION DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$545 + court cost $37 Attorneys fees $313 Court fee
uncontested $50 Credit Counseling
$400 to file

Grindstaff Law

121 1/2 W. Cherokee St
Jackson MS 39202 Brookhaven, MS

601-346-6443 601-684-1798

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

B L
EZ WHEELS nc. NEWS

I(.Jborq clahatchic

For Earth. For Life. https://www.facebook.com/
PelahatchieNews/

840 E. River Place Ste 605 |

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112 601-854-5162

I N B

Come see us on Facebook!

L
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It’s not just a generator.

Receive a free 7-year warranty with qualifying
purchase* - valued at $735.

Call 601-460-0256 to schedule your free quote!
GENERAC

*Terms and Conditions apply.
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Pelahatchie Elementary Hosts Family Engagement Events

By Robin Sanders, Principal,
Pelahatchie Elementary School

Pelahatchie Elemen-
tary is excited to host a
new event on January
18th, 2024, that will
bring families to the
campus to experience
and learn ways to incorporate on-go-
ing learning with everyday activi-
ties at home. The theme, Cozy Up
with Cocoa & At-Home Learning,
focuses on ways families already
stay warm and cozy during the cold
months while at home and seeks to
add an educational aspect to the at-
home environment. There will be a
hot cocoa and coffee bar, stations
with grade level activities in math

Special to
Pelahatchie News

and reading, a STEM/science sta-
tion with ways to talk about science
at home with all ages, and a station

that provides information
on the 3rd "-"' Grade
Reading Sum- W mative
Assessment

(GATE). The e W .

school hopes to v
have many fam-

ilies attend to have
loads of fun interact-
ing with each other
while learning cre-
ative ways to incor-
porate learning with
everyday activities that
happen at home.

This event will be the
fourth family engagement

event of the school year. In Novem-
ber, the school welcomed nearly 300
students and families at the annual
Family STEM Night and Book Fair
event. This event is a highly engaging
and interactive way for families

- to learn more about different
arcas of STEM, science,
technology,  engineer-
ing, and math. This
year, the school
welcomed
profession-
als from the
community
to help lead
stations and mo-
tivate students to
learn more about STEM
careers. We also have in-

vited families to join us for Thanks-
giving and Christmas lunch with
their students. Information was pro-
vided about our STEM program and
information about the MS Literacy
Based Promotion Act.

These events are one way Pela-
hatchie Elementary is working to
fulfill areas identified as a priori-
ty among parents and other stake-
holders. This information is gained
through the Title 1 annual needs as-
sessment survey. The survey is com-
pleted by parents, teachers, students,
and other stakeholders at the end of
each school year.

To learn more about Title 1 and
provide feedback on our schoolwide
plan, please visit pes.rcsd.ms/re-
sources/title-1-information.

PELAHATCHIE NEWS NETWORK

PELAHATCHIE PELAHATCHIE NEWS SOC’AL ,

E:Mt>  ®  WEBSITER MEDIAK]

PAST HEADLINES

2013 - 10 years ago

/) NEWS
elahatchie

- “Fred's opens to public”

- “Clark Medical Clinic cuts the ribbon”

2018 - 5 years ago

- “Board keeps water rights to parts of
subdivision, increases line of credit”

- “Snow blankets Pelahatchie”

2022 - Last Yea

- “Pelahatchie 'By the Numbers' from the
2020 Census”

- “How to properly use carlights”

I 4

East Rankin takes tops place in
All-sportsstandings for fall season

Class 5A All-Sports Award Standings

East Rankin Academy 15
Simpson Academy 15
Pillow Acaderny 13
Brookhaven Academy 12
Lamar School 12

Bowling Green School 1
FParklane Academy 11
Adams Cnty. Chr. School 10
Copiah Academy 10

St. Aloysius 10
Starkville Academy 9
Cathedral Catholic School 2]
Dak Forest Academy G
Providence Classical Academy 4
Bayou Academy 3
Columbia Academy 3

Special to Pelahatchie News

Thank you and congratulations to Coach Worrell, our athletic administrator, our student athletes, our
coaches, and supporters who share the efforts in sacrifices and successes! We appreciate all of the hard
work and dedication to East Rankin Athletics!
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Tree destruction: Pine beetles and other insects

By Doug Carter, Rankin
County Extension Agent

During the fall, we have
had so many questions,
nearly every day, about
pine trees dying. The
trees were weakened by
the drought, and many
were attacked by South-
ern Pine Beetles. The scientific name for
Southern Pine Beetle (SPB) is Dendroc-
tonus Frontalis Zimm, which means
“tree killer”. The SPB has been just
that in Mississippi Pine Stands for hun-
dreds, if not thousands of years. Many
landowners have suffered losses, rang-
ing from a few hundred trees to entire
stands. At low population levels, SPB
still attacks stressed, damaged, or overly
stocked stands. However, at high popu-
lations, SPB will attack mass numbers
of trees, killing them regardless of age,
size, or conditions.

Inadequate monitoring and failure to
control known infestations can result in
loss of valuable stands of pine timber.
Producers will lose money when they
have to clear cut prematurely or harvest
stands during poor market conditions to
avoid an expected loss to the SPB. With
proper monitoring and control efforts,
losses should be less than 10 percent

Special to
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of the stand over the course of an
epidemic period. It is important to
recognize the SPB, to know what
control tactics are available, and to
make informed decisions concern-
ing this pest, if you were to have an
infestation on your property.

The first indication of an attack is
usually yellowing or browning of
needles. The trunk will usually re-
veal white, yellow or sometimes
red-brown pitch tubes, about as large
as a wad of gum ,and from a dis-
tance may look like popcorn. Under
drought conditions, these pitch tubes
may be very small or absent, and
only reddish-brown boring dust will
be present. Removal of the bark will
show a distinctive winding “S” shaped
gallery pattern. This pattern is quite
different from the “Y” or “H” shaped
gallery patterns of the Ips Beetle and
is a good identification characteristic.
Anytime the temperature increases
above 55 degrees F, they continue to
develop or even move to new trees to
continue the infestation.

In a forest situation, there are several
control techniques available for SPB
infestations:

1) Salvage removal, many times the
trees involved in the infestation can be

sold. Even ifitis sold as just pulpwood,
and the logging operation just breaks
even. The pine beetles are removed from
the property with the trees.

2) Cut and leave, this technique is the
same as salvage removal except that the
trees are not removed from the area. It
is important to fell the trees toward the
middle of the infestation. However, we
need to avoid a large pile of wood that
shades the infested bark. Direct sunlight
can increase the temperature enough
to kill the beetles. The technique is the
least expensive of the 3 methods. Since
higher temperatures play a high role in
the success of this tactic, it is restricted

Special to Pelahatchie News

to the summer months when tempera-
tures average above 85 degrees F.

3) Pile and burn, this is probably the
oldest of the control tactics. It is very
effective when properly used, but the
labor required to cut, stack and burn
the infested trees can be expensive.

On a landscape setting Onyx can
be used. Onyx is a chemical used for
pine beetle prevention. It is avail-
able, but it is available only for orna-
mental pines. Onyx is applied on the
outside bark of the tree, and it kills
beetles on contact for 4 to 6 months.
Onyx will not stop beetles from kill-
ing an already heavily infested tree.
It is best used on uninfected trees
next to others that are infested.

Ips Beetles

The Ips beetle is a common beetle of
landscape pines. Attacks are normally
focused on the truck and large limbs
located in the upper, or crown area of
a tree. Pitch tubes and red boring dust
can be found in bark crevices in trees
under attack from Ips beetles. Adult Ips
Beetles bore through the outer bark and
excavate galleries in the inner bark, or
cambium layer. The larvae construct
their own feeding galleries. When the
larvae mature and emerge from the tree
as adult beetles, they leave numerous

Continued on Page 12
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Continued from page 11

Pine beetles and other insects, cont'd.

small, round emergence holes that cause
the bark to look as though it has been
shot with birdshot.

Keep trees well watered during dry
periods. Avoid injury or stress on trees.
Trees that have been physically injured
are more likely to be attacked. Once a
tree gets stressed, it is less able to de-
fend itself. Avoid situations that cause
soil compaction, root injury, or drought.
Remove dead or dying trees as soon as
possible, to prevent beetles from mov-
ing to healthy trees. Because Ips Beetle
attacks are concentrated in the crown
area, preventive insecticide treatments
are very difficult to use effectively.

Black Turpentine Beetles

Black Turpentine Beetles are one-
fourth to one-third inch long, bar-
rel-shaped, and reddish brown to black in
color. They bore holes through the outer
bark of pine trees and lay their eggs in
the cambium layer. Popcorn-sized mass-
es of dried resin, which are called pitch
tubes often mark the spot to show where

the tree is under attack. These pitch
tubes usually contain reddish-brown
boring dust. Attacks by black turpentine
beetles are usually on the lower 6 to 10
feet of the trunk. As with other beetles,
trees suffering injury or stress are most
susceptible to attack.

One of the best defenses against black
turpentine beetles, is to keep trees
well-watered during drought periods.
Another control method to use when in-
festations of black turpentine beetles are
evident on nearby trees is to use sprays
containing a permethrin. Several brands
are labeled for homeowners. Be sure to
use a permethrin that lists use of pine
trees to control borers. Homeowners may
need to repeat sprays several times during
the summer for adequate protection.

Sources: Mississippi State Extension
Publication 2748. “Southern Pine Bee-
tle in Mississippi: An Overview”.

Mississippi State Extension Publica-
tion 2369. “ Insect Pests of Ornamental
Plants in the Home Landscape”.

elahatchie

NEWS

January 2024

PHS Band Alumni spotlight

Special to Pelahatchie News

Hinds Community College Wind Ensemble recently performed at the MBA All-State Clinic. Pelahatchie
Band alumni present included: Mariah McGill, Cameron Rayborn, and Levi Goldman.
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Pastor’s Perspective: January Calls for a New Year’s Resolution

By Guest Columnist, Spencer
Sullivan, Pastor, Pelahatchie Baptist

Happy New Year! Can you believe
it’s 2024 already? I’m sure you’ve
either asked or heard that question

8 a time or two already during these
first days of January. Well, have
you made a resolution to keep for
this year? Better question, are you still on track
and motivated to keep your resolution? I hope so!
New Year’s resolutions are popular because the
start of a new year can represent a fresh start. And
who doesn’t need a fresh start in some area of life?
Typically, New Year’s resolutions are made in order
to improve a certain aspect of your life. According
to an article in USA Today last January, the 3 most
common resolutions for this past year all had to do
with improving health. They were (in order from
most popular): exercise more, eat healthier, and lose
weight. More than any other time of year, people are
motivated to improve their health. These are all cer-
tainly worthwhile goals for New Year’s resolutions. In
fact, [ may or may not have made all 3 of these resolu-
tions personally for 2024! Goal setting or New Year’s
resolutions can be good and provide needed motiva-
tion for personal development.

While so many of these kinds of goals or resolutions
are related to physical health, and rightfully so, have
you ever thought about setting goals or making resolu-
tions that are spiritual in nature? We often look at our-

2
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selves in the mirror and determine that some lifestyle
changes are needed to improve our physical condition.
In the same way, it is good for us to reflect on our spir-
itual condition so that we can consider what changes
might be in order to improve our spiritual health. Let’s
remember the 2 most common New Year’s resolutions:
exercise more and eat healthier. What if we associated
our need to exercise with our need to pray, our spiritual
exercise (Philippians 4:6) or our need to eat healthi-
er with our need to read the Bible, our spiritual food
(Matthew 4:4)? Spending time with God is critical for
our spiritual health and growth. But, just like getting
into a good exercise routine and eating healthier both

require discipline, developing your prayer life
and reading the Word of God also requires dis-
cipline. You start by developing a plan. And the
plan starts with protecting some time each day for
your time with God. Before you stop reading, I
don’t mean you should start with an hour a day.
If you’re not a runner, but you want to run, you
don’t go out and try to run a 5K on the first day.
If that’s your plan, you might not get yourself up
for day 2! Instead, you go out and try to run for 5
minutes and build yourself up from there. In the
same way, if you’re starting from zero, begin by
spending a few minutes with the Lord each day.
You can start by reading a chapter a day of one of
the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John) and
then use the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) as
a template for your prayer time. You don’t need
fancy words. Just speak to God about what He
lays on your heart. You can even pray through the
Scripture that you just read.

We can be disciplined for what we believe is import-
ant. If you start small and develop some consistency,
I’'m confident that you will become more comfortable
speaking to God and listening for His voice as you read
His Word. It is incredible to realize that the God of the
Universe actually desires to be in relationship with us.
He has and continues to pursue a reconciled relation-
ship with us through His Son, Jesus. Let’s reciprocate
that pursuit for relationship by faith in Jesus and by
spending some time with Him each day. Imagine the
spiritual gains that are ahead of you!
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Pelahatchie Elementary Hosts Family Engagement Events

By Guest Columnist, Voncille
Anderson, Head Principal,
Pelahatchie High School

The holiday season is a
magical time for families,
churches, communities,
and schools. Not only is
this a season to pause to celebrate the
birth of Jesus and anticipate the excite-
ment of a new year, it is also a time to
relax and refresh before the spring se-
mester begins.

The fall semester at PHS was special
in a number of ways. We welcomed
new staff members who are now fully
ensconced in our Tribe. We held our
first Chiefs Holiday Market and Fine
Arts Showcase. This event offered stu-
dents in art, agriculture, and engineering
classes the opportunity to display items
they created, sell those items, and fund-
raise for programs such as Rise Against
Hunger and the Angel Tree Network.
The PHS Concert Band provided Christ-
mas music to add to the event’s ambi-
ance while the Student Council sold hot
chocolate.

During the fall semester, we also
launched our T.R.I.B.E. Cards Incentive

Program. This program is a positive way
to encourage Pelahatchie students to
“take pride in our Tribe.” The acronym
TRIBE stands for the following:

Trust: Firm belief in the reliability,
truth, or strength of someone

Respect: Deep admiration for some-
one elicited by their abilities, qualities,
or achievements

Integrity: Quality of being honest and
having strong moral principles, moral
uprightness

Bold: Showing the ability to take risks;
confident and courageous

Enthusiastic: Having or showing in-
tense and eager enjoyment, interest, ap-
proval

Our leadership team was intentional
with the rollout of the cards. At the be-
ginning of the school year, all students
received a card. If students returned to
Pelahatchie, they received a RED Card
to welcome them back to school. Ifthey
were new to the school, they received
a WELCOME Card. Each card offers
incentives that students may redeem
throughout the nine weeks. These cards
focus on attendance, academic achieve-

ment, and behavior. Students who at-
tend school regularly, perform well in
their classes and on assessments, and
have few behavior problems can Level
Up at the beginning of the next term.

After each nine week period, the
leadership team assesses each student
and determines who will move to the
next level. Additional levels include
the Silver Card (2nd Nine Weeks), the
Chieftain Card (3rd Nine Weeks), and
the Tribe Card (4th Nine Weeks). The
Tribe Card is elite and places students
at this level in a drawing for a large
prize that will be presented on Awards
Day. This incentive program has
helped promote the qualities that an
employer seeks: a person who comes
to work on time, does the job well,
and is a team player. We are proud of
our students who continue to meet the
expectations so they can Level Up.
After the holiday break, our faculty
and staff look forward to passing out
Chieftain Cards to those students who
have earned them.

Finally, I want to wish everyone a
happy and prosperous New Year! Go
Chiefs! Level Up!
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PES 6th grade field trip AG Museum

Special to Pelahatchie News

Our 6th graders recently went on a field trip to the MS Ag Museum and the Missis-
sippi Sports Hall of Fame Museum. They had a great day of learning about different
aspects of Mississippi history.
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Special visitor at PHS campus
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Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School had a visitor on campus recently. He caused quite a stir but definitely put our
students and faculty in the holiday spirit. Special shout out to Coach Corley being a part of this. He
brought a lot of laughter (and some scares) to campus.
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ERA shooting south state results

Photo by Vince Bynum

SQUAD FINISHES:

* Ist - Brayden Warner, Gabe Nutt, Lana Jones

* 2nd - Addison Brown, Parker Davis, Abe Rowell

* 5th - Tyler Burgess, Garreth Barham, Grayson Williams
+ 8th - Evan Mcllwain, Olivia Griffing, Chylen Williams

* 18th - Payson Knight, Briggs Moses, Hudson McMillian

(These 5 teams finishing in the top 25 will advance to the State Competition
in the Spring. Also, our 3 teams finishing in the top 5 will advance to the
Southeastern Regional Competition.)

TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL FINISHERS (VARSITY): Brayden Warner,
Addison Brown, Gabe Nutt, Lana Jones, Parker Davis, Tyler Burgess

TOP 10 INDIVIDUAL FINISHERS (JV): Seth Peden
SOUTH STATE TOP LADY: Addison Brown
TOP 10 LADIES: Lana Jones, Evan Mcllwain, Olivia Griffing

g —
[ w ni jl
i - |
D=8 I*_"___.t--__ n i
it e T e oy W o

Full year subscription

for only $] 2

) NEWS
e]n hatchie

|

|

|

|

|

De you enjoy Pelahatchie News? Then have it delivered| |
We are pleased lo announce that Pelahatchie News is offering |
subscriptions for $12 per year. |

|

|

|

|

Fill out and mail the form below or visit pelohaichienews.com
and pay with PayPal account or with any Major Credit Card to

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I begin getting a copy delivered right to your door.

pelahatchienews.com

o 0 B P R S e |
| Subscriber’s MName |
|
Add

|
| Ciry State Zip |
: Email Phone [ } :
e T e R S S R |
| Make checks payable to: Pelahatchie News Mail form to: |
| z Pelahatchie News |
| ok PO. Box 771 |
I |

INSURANCE
ASS5S0OCIATES

of Rankin County

For your family or business, we offer
personalized coverage from a choice
of insurance companies.

Our agency is committed to helping
you choose the right insurance
coverage for your needs.

Steven Wallace
601-825-5242

308 East Government Street
Brandon, MS
swallace@insassociate.com
www.insassociate.com

X

Trusted
Choice*




