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East Rankin Academy celebrates having 3 MEC Star Students
When a school has more than one senior with an overall ACT composite score of 35 or above and an overall average of 93, each student is designated a STAR Student.

Hudson Hawk is the son of Damon and Kristi Hawk of Brandon. 
Hudson is a member of the National Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta 
(Mathematics Honor Society), and ERA’s ACT 30 or Above Team. 
He is also the captain of East Rankin Academy’s State Champion-
ship Robotics Team and is a active member of the school’s aca-
demic quiz bowl team. Hudson was also honored by being named 
a National Merit Finalist. Hudson has decided to attend Texas A&M 
University to pursue a a Bachelor of Business Administration in Fi-
nance with future plans of attending law school to become a busi-
ness lawyer. Hawk chose Mrs. Cindy Cook as his STAR Teacher. 

Paige Mayatte is the daughter of Shawn and Claire Mayatte of 
Brandon. She is a member of the National Honor Society, Mu Alpha 
Theta (Mathematics Honor Society), and ERA’s ACT 30 or Above 
Team. Paige serves as captain of East Rankin’s academic quiz 
bowl team and is also a member of ERA’s superior-rated band. 
Paige was also honored by being named a National Merit Com-
mended Scholar. Paige will be attending Mississippi State Univer-
sity to pursue a degree in biomedical engineering with future plans 
of attending medical school. Mayatte chose Mrs. Gerry Britt as her 
STAR Teacher.

R.T. Tate is the son of Jason and Diana Tate of Pelahatchie. R.T. 
is a member of the National Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta (Math-
ematics Honor Society), and ERA’s ACT 30 or Above Team. He is 
also a member of our school’s varsity cross country team and state 
championship track team. R.T. plans to pursue an undergraduate 
degree in civil engineering and a master’s degree in structural en-
gineering with career plans of becoming a structural engineer. Tate 
chose Mrs. Rachel Stroh as his STAR Teacher.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Chiefs Robotics Secures 2nd Place at District Competition

Pelahatchie Elementary’s Chiefs 
Robotics team earned a hard fought 
second place fi nish at the RCSD Ele-
mentary District Robotics Competition 
on March 5th. Fourth grade students 
Mason Holmes, Levi Pope, and Colton 
Roby represented the school, utilizing 
VEX GO robots they built and modi-
fi ed specifi cally to tackle the district’s 
complex mission challenges.
The trio is part of the broader Chiefs 

Robotics program, which brings to-
gether fourth, fi fth, and sixth grade 
students each week to strengthen their 

skills in building, coding, and 
remote control driving robots. 
To earn their spot at the district 
level, the boys gained the most 
points during the school’s in-
ternal competition in February, 
where four local teams vied for 
the chance to compete.
The robotics program at Pela-

hatchie Elementary, led by spon-
sors Rebecca Nelson and Deanna 
Carpenter, continues to inspire 
students beyond the classroom, 
challenging them to collaborate, 
think critically, and engineer 
solutions to real-world problems.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Continued on page 2
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PriorityOne Bank was proud to serve as a supporting sponsor for this year’s March of the Mayors Packing Party. March of the Mayors is a statewide food-donation and 
fundraising eff ort driven by the unity of Mississippi cities, each collecting one specifi c food item to benefi t Extra Table’s partner pantries. It was a great morning joining 
others across the Pine Belt to support Extra Table and their mission to fi ght hunger across Mississippi.

PriorityOne Bank sponsors March of the Mayors Packing Party

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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UPGRADE YOUR
HOME IN 2026

UPGRADE YOUR
HOME IN 2026

✔ LIFETIME WARRANTY  
✔ Special Financing Available (WAC)  
✔ Licensed • Bonded • Insured  

Schedule Your Measurement/Quote Today

☎ CALL Scott TODAY☎
601-730-0526

PREMIUM BRANDS YOU TRUST
   PELLA  •  JELD-WEN  •  ATRIUM

Vinyl - Fiberglass - Wood 
Made in the USA

Windows and Doors

Congratulations to Coaches Anthony Jenkins and Bill Ward, who have been selected for induction into the National High School Athletic Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame. Both of these longtime Mississippi Association of Coaches (MAC) members have made substantial contributions to athletics in Mississippi and are also members 
of the MAC Hall of Fame. Known to many in Pelahatchie, Coach Ward led the football team at Pelahatchie High School for over 30 years, leading the team to the state 
championship in 2001.

Coaches Jenkins and Ward inducted into NHSACA Hall of Fame

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112        601-854-5162

East Rankin Academy Patriots defend title again

Haven selected as Cadet of the WeekAdams signs to play with MGCCC

Congratulations to Cadet Sergeant First Class Damien Haven for being selected as the Chiefs JROTC Bat-
talion cadet of the week. Cadet Haven is on the drill team, PT team and is training for the Raider Team. He 
has stepped up and shown leadership on multiple occasions.

Eli Adams of Pelahatchie signed his letter of intent on National Signing Day to play football for Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College. Eli was joined at the signing day celebration, held at Jackson Prep, by his 
family, left to right: Grandmother Eva Adams, Grandmother Peggy McKay, Sister Celeste Adams, Dad Jeff  
Adams, Mom Whitney Adams, and Aunt Shannon McKay. Eli joins the MGCCC football team as a kicker 
and punter.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Congratulations to the East Rankin Academy Shooting team for defending their State title for another year in a row.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Pelahatchie Library April Events Atkinson places 1st at reading fair

PHS Band earns ALL Superior 

ERA joins with LMH for service project

Congratulations to Emalynn Atkinson, a sixth grader at Pelahatchie Elementary, for placing 1st in the 6th–8th 
Grade Individual Literacy Fiction division for the Rankin County School District (RCSD) Reading Fair. Atkin-
son entered a story board featuring the book LINKED by Gordan Korman. Emalynn has participated in her 
school’s Reading Fair every year since kindergarten. This was the last year she was able to participate, and 
all of her persistence and hard work has paid off . She was received a trophy and was recognized at the RCSD 
school board meeting.

Congratulations to the Pelahatchie Bands on an ALL Superior performance at MHSAA State Concert 
Evaluations! 

Lackey Memorial Hospital (LMH) would like to give a big THANK YOU to the 9th grade class at East 
Rankin Academy for choosing to serve others in such a meaningful way this semester. As part of their 
missions project, these students assembled 46 Chemo Care Kits for patients in the Infusion Center. Each 
bag has handwritten scriptures, prayers and words of encouragement on them. The students’ kindness, 
compassion, and willingness to give back are making a real diff erence in the lives of the patients at Lackey 
Memorial Hospital. LMH is so grateful for their service.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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The Mayor and Board of Aldermen 
of the Town of Pelahatchie held their 
regular board meeting on Monday, 
March 2, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at Town 
Hall. Mayor Karl Vanhorn called the 
meeting to order with Alderwoman 

Diane Hill, Alderwoman Sandra Harvey, Alderman 
David Gray, Alderman Eddie Jones, and Alderman 
James Harrell present.
During department discussions, the police and 

maintenance departments reported no new items. 
The town clerk announced the town’s annual  Eas-
ter egg hunt was scheduled for April 4 at Muscadine 
Park.
The board addressed two zoning issues before 

moving to standard business:
1. Lamar Boone requested approval for the con-

struction of a detached garage on his property locat-
ed at 693 College Street. Alderman Jones made the 
motion to table the item, seconded by Alderwom-
an Hill. All voted in favor, and the motion to table 
passed.
2. Kenny Butler requested approval for plans to 

build a single-family residential structure at 101 
Kirby Avenue. Alderwoman Hill made the motion, 
seconded by Alderwoman Harvey. All voted in fa-
vor, and the motion passed.

New Business:
1. Discuss, consider, and vote to approve minutes 

from previous regular board meeting. Alderman 
Jones made the motion, seconded by Alderwoman 
Hill. All voted in favor, and the motion passed.
2. Discuss, consider, and vote to approve the pay-

ment of the unpaid claims docket. Alderman Jones 
made the motion, seconded by Alderman Gray. The 
motion passed with a 3-2 vote, with Alderwoman 
Hill and Alderwoman Harvey voting nay.

3. Discuss, consider, and vote to approve disburse-
ment of bank draft payment to Morgan and White 
Insurance ($965.66). Alderman Jones made the mo-
tion, seconded by Alderwoman Hill. All voted in 
favor, and the motion passed.
4. Discuss, consider, and vote to approve bank draft 

payment to EMC Insurance ($6,509.53). Alderman 
Jones made the motion, seconded by Alderwoman 

Hill. All voted in favor, and the motion passed.
5. Discuss, consider, and vote to approve bank 

draft payment to Blue Cross Insurance ($8,737.93). 
Alderman Jones made the motion, seconded by Al-
derwoman Hill. All voted in favor, and the motion 
passed.
6. Approval and ratifi cation of payment of pay-

roll for February 2026 - General ($68,276.60), En-
terprise ($28,669.71). Alderman Jones made the 
motion, seconded by Alderman Gray. The motion 
passed with a 3-2 vote, with Alderwoman Hill and 
Alderwoman Harvey voting nay.
Discussions:
During the alderman discussions, Alderwoman 

Hill asked about paving streets by Lady Catherine 
Drive, and Mayor Vanhorn stated that they were 
working on that. Alderwoman Hill also stated that 
she has received multiple complaints that the busi-
ness across the street from Dollar General Market 
(DG) was an eyesore, and the mayor said he was 
working on that. Alderwoman Harvey asked about 
the town cleaning out their drainage ditches, and 
the maintenance department stated they had already 
started working on that. Aldermen Gray, Jones, and 
Harrell had no items for discussion.
Adjournment:
Alderman Jones made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting, seconded by Alderwoman Hill. All voted 
in favor, and the meeting adjourned at 6:22 p.m.

By Shaun McInnish, Sr., City Beat Writer, 
Pelahatchie News

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

City Beat: Mayor, Alderman meeting for Monday, March 2, 2026
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The Pelahatchie Farmer’s Mar-
ket is excited to have William 
Hawkins of Throwing Hands 
Pottery to be a returning ven-
dor. Originally from Las Vegas, 
Nevada, William discovered his 
love for pottery during a class 
he took his freshman year of 
high school in Lake Oswego, 
Oregon. What started as a sim-
ple class turned into a lifelong 
passion. He loves the process 
of taking a simple lump of clay 
and transforming it into some-
thing beautiful, functional, and 
artistic. William lives in Rid-
geland and has been married 
to his wife Myrtis for 14 years, 
and they have two daughters. 
When he’s not creating pottery, 
William also serves the commu-
nity through his work in code 
enforcement in Madison Coun-
ty. Be sure to stop by William’s 
booth at the market to see his 
handcrafted pottery and support 
a talented local artisan.

Hawkins Pottery returns to Market
Special to Pelahatchie News

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

PELAHATCHIE FARMER’S MARKET
SAT. APRIL 25TH @ 8 AM

Lewis named RCSD Great to Best 
Elementary Student of the Month

Congratulations to Teagan Lewis (center) from Pelahatchie Elementary School (PES). She was named 
RCSD Elementary Student of the Month for the month of February. PES is so proud of Teagan for how 
she has grown as a leader in school and shares her learning with others. She is pictured with RCSD 
Superintendent of Education Shane Sanders (left) and Pelahatchie Elementary School Head Prinicipal 
Robin Sanders (right).

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Baker competes at indoor nationals Phillips breaks ERA school record

Recently, Jewel Baker competed at the New Balance Nationals Indoor 2026. Baker came in 27th overall. Her 
personal record (PR) was the second fastest for an 8th grader in Mississippi, behind Olympian Cory McGee. 
Her time is third best indoor for the state this year and is the current third best time for current outdoor times. 
Congratulations Baker!

Recently, East Rankin Academy junior jumper Leyton Phillips broke a twenty-nine-year-old East Rankin 
Academy long jump record of 19’10”, set in 1997 by ERA graduate, Walter Robbins. Leyton’s brand-new 
long jump personal record of 20’1/2” is ranked Top 5 in MAIS 4A standings. Phillips, a jumps specialist, is 
also ranked Top 5 in both triple jump and high jump, recently sweeping all three events at a Canton Academy 
meet where he soloed 18 points for his Patriot team.

Special to Pelahatchie News
Special to Pelahatchie News
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PHS Beta Club makes Top Five Grant, Porter receive awards

Recently, Pelahatchie Senior Beta’s Living Lit Team placed in the top fi ve at State Beta Convention for the 
eighth year in a row. The Betas wish to thank the sponsors, especially Mrs. Skinner for her vision and knowl-
edge; students, especially the theatre classes; and teachers who helped to make the set a success. 

Big congratulations to Zion Grant and Coach Porter! Recently, Zion Grant was honored as Mr. Basketball 
2A 2026 by the MHSAA and MAC. This is an incredible achievement and a testament to the hard work, 
dedication, and leadership Grant has shown on and off  the court. Also, Coach Jerrick Porter earned Region 
5 – 2A Coach of the Year.

Special to Pelahatchie News
Special to Pelahatchie News

Bryant accepted for Raytheon 
Summer internship program

Congratulations to Kyra Bryant, who has been accepted into the Raytheon Summer Internship Program. 
This opportunity did not come easily, and it was a very competitive group of students who interviewed for this 
internship. There were over one hundred students across Rankin and neighboring counties who applied, but 
only twenty students were accepted. This program will allow her to gain experience to see fi rsthand what the 
engineering world looks like. Her goal is to become an aerospace engineer, and Bryant is well on her way.            

Special to Pelahatchie News
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PAST HEADLINESPAST HEADLINES

2016 - 10 years ago2016 - 10 years ago
• “Mallory Corley named to Holmes 2016 

All-Mississippi Academic Team”
• “Business Spotlight: Crooked Creek stays 

on top of the latest in animal care”

2021 - 5 years ago2021 - 5 years ago

• “In our community, no one battles alone”

• “PHS wielding team places second at
Capital Federation”

2025 - Last Year2025 - Last Year

• “Renfroe named Pelahatchie’s new 
library director”

• “Local farmers market to embark 
on second year”

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
1 & 2 BEDROOMS

PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-5814, TTY: 711

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday & Wednesday, 8:00a.m. – 5:00p.m.

Appliances Furnished   •   Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities   •   HUD Vouchers Accepted

Accepts referrals from MS Olmstead Initiative Network
and Community Mental Health Centers

  

J&A Management
Corinth, MS

662-287-6158

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employee.”

For more information or to place an application call the o�ce number
listed above or come by the o�ce during o�ce hours.

Faulkner serves as page for MS House

Recently, Hayden Faulkner paged for the Mississippi House of Representatives. “I loved paging this year,” 
Faulkner stated. “I had a great time and met many new friends and people. Thank you Representative Barton 
for this opportunity and experience. Also, thank you Mrs. Cassie!” Pictured left to right: Sponsor and Speaker 
Pro Tempore Manly Barton; Faulkner; and Speaker of the House Jason White.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Breland, Gainey serve as pages

Recently, Jillian Breland and Makayla Belle Gainey paged for the Mississippi House of Representatives 
Pictured left to right: Sponsor and Representative Fred Shanks; Gainey; Breland; and Speaker of the House 
Jason White. The two students also spoke of their experiences. “I truly enjoyed getting to serve as a page 
in the Mississippi House of Representatives,” Gainey stated. “Thank you to Representative Shanks for the 
wonderful opportunity. I know this experience will help me in various ways for years to come!” “I absolutely 
loved serving as a page in the Mississippi House of Representatives,” Breland stated. “It was an invaluable 
opportunity to learn about operations of our state legislature. I am excited to hopefully do it again next year.”

Special to Pelahatchie News



Vegetable gardens have a long 
history in Mississippi. Gardeners 
can enjoy the freshest produce, 
ripened in their own garden. In 
the past, a family’s food often 
came right from their own gar-

den. Today, gardening is typically much more 
recreational, even though we have seen an 
increase in gardening interest in the last few 
years. Regardless of the motives, gardeners 
want a successful harvest from what they plant.
 The ideal garden soil, just like soil for any 

wildlife food plot, is deep, loose, fertile, and 
well drained (internally, as well as on the sur-
face). The ideal garden soil has plenty of or-
ganic matter and is free of weeds and diseas-
es.  These soils can sometimes be diffi  cult to fi nd, 
but less than ideal soils can be just as productive 
with the proper preparation and management.
 Clay and sandy soils can be amended by add-

ing organic matter. Increasing the organic matter 
in clay soils improves the tilth, making it easier 
to work, and improves drainage. Adding organic 
matter to sandy soil increases the water-holding 
capacity and improves its fertility. 
 Soil and soil conditions aff ect the way vegeta-

ble plants grow, and look. When soils are cold, 
wet, crusty, or cloddy, the seedlings are slow to 
emerge, and some may not survive. Root rot dis-
eases may take a heavy toll on seedlings, espe-
cially beans. Other soil-related plant symptoms 
are stunted plants, slow growth, poor color, and 
shallow, malformed roots. Signs of poor soil 
structure are crusts, hard soil layers below the sur-
face, known as hardpans or fragipans, standing 
water, and erosion.
We can increase the soil’s organic matter content 

by adding manure, composted leaves, saw-
dust, bark, or peat moss. Also, turn under 
plant residues like sweet corn stalks, and 
green manure crops (soybeans, rye, south-
ern pea plants, and others) after harvest. 
Plant residues should be free of diseases 
if they are to be added to the garden soil.  
Cover plants can be planted in the fall to 
prevent erosion and leaching of plant nutri-
ents. They also provide organic matter and 
nitrogen when turned under in the spring.
Manures vary in nutrient level, and the 

amount of straw, age, exposure to weath-
er, and degree of composting changes 
their composition. Be careful not to over 
fertilize when applying chicken litter to a 
garden.  Use no more than 200 pounds per 
1,000 square feet of garden space. Cow 
and horse manure is lower in nutrient con-

tent, than poultry litter and can be applied at 250 
to 300 pounds per 1,000 square feet.
 The overuse of manures can add so much fertil-

izer to the soil that plant growth is harmed.  Most 
organic materials release some nutrients quickly 
and rest over time.  Test the soil every year or two 
and make adjustments.  
Source: “Mississippi Vegetable Gardener’s 

Guide”, Mississippi State University Extension, 
Publication 3616
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BUILT FOR STUDENTS. DESIGNED FOOR REAL L IFE .BBBBUUUUIIIILLLLTTTT FFFFOOOORRRR SSSSTTTTUUUUDDDDEEEENNNNTTTTSSSS.... DDDDEEEESSSSIIIIGGGGNNNNEEEEDDDD FFFFOOOORRRR RRRREEEEAAAALLLL LLLLIIIIFFFFEEEE....BUILT FOR STUDENTS. DESIGNED FOR REAL L IFE .

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCEROADSIDE ASSISTANCEROADSIDE ASSISTANCEROADSIDE ASSISTANCEROADSIDE ASSISTANCEROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
Available 24/7 and free to use, up to $80 in covered charges.

CELL PHONE PROTECTIONCELL PHONE PROTECTIONCELL PHONE PROTECTIONCELL PHONE PROTECTIONCELL PHONE PROTECTIONCELL PHONE PROTECTION
Receive up to $600 per claim ($1,200) per year if your cell phone is
broken or stolen.

LOCAL SHOPPING DISCOUNTSLOCAL SHOPPING DISCOUNTSLOCAL SHOPPING DISCOUNTSLOCAL SHOPPING DISCOUNTSLOCAL SHOPPING DISCOUNTSLOCAL SHOPPING DISCOUNTS

Open a checking account and get a gift. Plus, refer a friend—when they open
an account, you’ll both be rewarded with a gift.

1 CELL PHONE PROTECTION IS SUBJECT TO ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS. 2 INSURANCE PRODUCTS ARE: NOT A DEPOSIT. NOT FDIC-INSURED. NOT INSURED BY ANY
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY. NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK. FOR STUDENTS 25 YEARS AND YOUNGER - ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY.

For full benefits and details visit www.priorityonebank.comFFFFoooorrrr ffffuuuullllllll bbbbeeeennnneeeefefefffiiiittttssss aaaannnndddd ddddeeeetetetttaaaaiiiillllssss vvvviiiissssiiiitttt wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww....pppprrrriiiioooorrrriiiittttytytyyyoyoyooonnnneeeebbbbaaaannnnkkkk....ccccoooommmmmmmmFor full benefits and details visit www.priorityonebank.com

1,2

GIFT AT ACCOUNT OPENINGGIFT AT ACCOUNT OPENINGGIFT AT ACCOUNT OPENINGGIFT AT ACCOUNT OPENINGGIFT AT ACCOUNT OPENINGGIFT AT ACCOUNT OPENING

Local discounts and national retailer deals to save you money on shopping,
dining, travel and more.

By Doug Carter, Rankin County 
Extension Agent

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Garden soil: What’s in it and how to improve it

Special to Pelahatchie News
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TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

- or by someone who just sneezed 
mid-sentence.
If you stepped outside this week and 

thought, “Huh…when did my car 
turn into a highlighter?” Congratula-
tions. That means you’re experiencing 
springtime in the South.
Around here, pollen isn’t just a sea-

sonal inconvenience. It’s a full-blown 
atmospheric event. It fl oats. It coats. It 
commits. There’s no such thing as “a lit-
tle pollen.” No, this stuff  shows up like 
it was invited and brought friends along.
I once saw a cartoon of Dorothy from 

The Wizard of Oz looking down at a 
pollen-covered sidewalk and saying, 
“Hey…this isn’t a yellow brick road.” 
That’s about right. Around here, we 
don’t follow the yellow brick road—we 
park on it, walk through it, and acciden-
tally inhale it.
What Even Is Pollen?
Scientifi cally speaking, pollen is a 

fi ne powder released by plants as part 
of their reproductive cycle. It’s na-
ture’s way of saying, “Let’s make more 
trees,” while the rest of us are saying, 
“Let’s make more tissues.”
In the South, our biggest off enders in-

clude: pine trees, oak trees, and grass.
These plants release pollen into the air, 

where it travels freely, landing on ev-
erything from your windshield to your 
unsuspecting sinuses.

Timing Is Everything
Pollen levels aren’t random—

they follow seasonal patterns:
tree pollen (Spring), grass pollen 
(Summer) and ragweed (Fall).
And because this is the South, 

those seasons like to overlap just 
enough to keep things interesting.
The Symptoms
If you’ve been sneezing like 

you’re auditioning for a Benad-
ryl commercial [or something 
like that lol], rubbing your 
eyes like you just watched a sad 
movie, or questioning your life 
choices every time you go outside, 
you’re not alone.
Allergies hit hard down here. It’s like 

the air itself has decided to fi ght you.
But…Let’s Talk About the Bees 

(and Everything Else We Like)
Now, before we declare war on 

every tree in sight, we do need 
to admit something important: 
pollen is doing its job.
Without pollen: bees don’t pollinate,  

fl owers don’t bloom, crops don’t grow, and 
your groceries get real sad, real fast. 
That cloud of yellow doom? It’s 

the reason we have fruits, vege-
tables, and anything that makes 
spring look like a postcard in-
stead of a beige disappointment.
It’s also behind things like elab-

orate fl ower displays—yes, even 

events like the Rose Bowl Parade, 
where fl owers are celebrated in-
stead of feared. (Clearly, those 
people are using stronger allergy 
medicine than the rest of us.)
So while we complain—and we 

will complain—pollen is basically 
the overachiever of the natural world. 
Annoying? Yes. Necessary? Also yes.

What Can We Do About It?
Now, here’s where things get 
practical—because while we 
can’t stop pollen (we’ve tried 
glaring at it), we can manage it.
1. The Daily Car Rinse Ritual In 

the South, washing your car in spring 
is less about cleanliness and more about 
temporary emotional relief. It will be yel-

low again tomorrow. Accept this.
2. Medication is Your Friend
Over-the-counter antihistamines 
can help keep symptoms in 
check. Think of them as your 

seasonal sidekick.
3. Keep It Closed Windows 

open? Brave. Reckless. Possibly un-
well. Keep them shut during high pollen 

days unless you enjoy inviting chaos 
into your home.

4. Change Clothes Like 
You’ve Been in Battle Because 
honestly, you have. Pollen clings 
to everything. When you come 

inside, change clothes so you’re 
not tracking the outdoors into 
your couch cushions.

5. Embrace the Southern Way: 
Complain Together Nothing brings 
people together like shared suff ering. 
Porch conversations this time of year 
often begin with, “You seen your car 
this morning?” and end with someone 
sneezing mid-sentence.
How We Really Handle It
Let’s be honest. Southerners don’t just 

deal with pollen—we endure it with 
personality. We laugh about it. Post pic-
tures of our yellow cars like it’s a badge 
of honor. Pretend we’re fi ne while hold-
ing a tissue box like a security blanket. 
And every year, we act surprised. 
Every. Single. Year.
Final Thoughts
Pollen may win a few battles each 

spring, but it doesn’t take our spirit. 
Yes, it’s coating everything and it’s per-
sonally attacking your sinuses. But it’s 
also the reason bees are busy, fl owers 
are blooming, and food is making its 
way to your table. 
So for now, we’ll keep wiping down 

surfaces, sneezing dramatically, and 
making jokes about it until summer 
shows up and replaces pollen with hu-
midity - which is a whole diff erent ar-
ticle. Still, if only it wouldn’t turn my 
car into a lemon-fl avored crime scene, 
that would be nice. Until then, stay 
strong, keep tissues close, and remem-
ber: It’s not a yellow brick road. It’s 
just Tuesday in the South.

The annual, almost-great southern pollen apocalypse
By Kenneth A. McDade

Photos special to 
Pelahatchie News



Last month in this space, we refl ected 
upon what most consider to be Jesus’ 
most famous parable – The Parable 
of the Prodigal Son. In this story, it is 
easy for us to see the shameful actions 
of the younger son. Yet, in the culture, 
how the father responded to the son 

would have been considered as shameful in if not even 
more so.  What father agrees to such a shameful re-
quest?  And then how could the father be overjoyed to 
receive him back after all the son had done? Yet, God 
is represented by the father in this parable. He is over-
joyed to reconcile with his son who was lost.  Truthful-
ly, all of us rebel against and depart from our Heavenly 
Father’s perfect design and some of us would even be 
considered prodigals at some point in our lives. While 
God hates sin, He proved His love for us in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us. This is amaz-
ing news for every one of us! Yet, there is more than 
one son in this story. Again, even if you are familiar 
with this parable, I encourage you to read the rest of the 
story.  You can fi nd it in Luke 15:25-32.
It is interesting that as the father decided to celebrate 

the return of the prodigal, the older brother wasn’t 
already there. He was working and likely overseeing 
laborers in the fi eld.  But, clearly, no one sent for him 
to come home. While this isn’t explicitly said in the 
parable, this likely indicates that the relationship be-
tween the father and the older son was not great ei-
ther. At the beginning of the story, the younger son 
requested his inheritance, implying he desired for 

his father to already be dead. Now, as the older son 
enters the story, while he is seemingly obedient, the 
parable doesn’t really depict a father-son relationship, 
but rather a master-servant relationship. The sin of the 
younger son was obvious and clear to anyone. The sin 
of the older son is less obvious. While the younger 
son committed openly sinful acts, the older son’s sin 
is his pride. While both brothers had their sin issues, 
their issues are generally perceived very diff erently.  
For example, a person caught in sexual sin is seen dif-
ferently than someone who struggles with pride and is 
pretentious. Still, we know from the Bible that pride 
is a big deal to God! For example, Peter writes: “…
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward 
one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.” Pride is a tremendous barrier to 

knowing God. The older son presented himself here 
as if he had never done anything wrong. “Look, these 
many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed 
your command…” The older son viewed himself wor-
thy because of his behavior while at the same time he 
viewed the younger son as unworthy because of his 
behavior.  John 3:16 says: “For God so love the world 
that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes”…
not behaves. I remember hearing someone recently 
say: God’s love is not based on behavior, but pride 
in behavior can keep a person from accepting God’s 
love. The older son was just as lost as the younger son.  
It was just a diff erent kind of lostness.
In spite of the older son’s shameful reaction to the 

son’s return, the father clearly desired for him to join 
the celebration. The father pleaded with him to join 
the party. He wanted him to come in and celebrate as a 
son. But, the older son refused and Jesus ends the par-
able with the father saying: “Son, you are always with 
me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fi tting to cele-
brate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and 
is alive; he was lost, and is found.” While we know 
this is a parable, the story ends on a bit of a cliff hang-
er. What ever happened to the older son?  Did he ever 
come around?  
As so many of the parables do, the Parable of the 

Prodigal Son reveals what God is like. Our God is 
perfect and holy and just. But, He is loving and gra-
cious toward sinners. He calls all to repentance and 
faith. Those that realize their need for Jesus respond.  
Those that do not realize their need for Jesus, don’t 
respond. May we all understand our desperate need 
for Jesus and humbly come to Him through repentance 
and faith.  
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Pastor’s Perspective: Prodigal to Brother - Which Son are You?
By Guest Columnist Spencer 
Sullivan, Pastor, Pelahatchie Baptist

Special to 
Pelahatchie News
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Congratulations to #10 Liz Stevens for MAIS 4A Player of the Year in basketball; 
to #3 Holly Jackson for making the MAIS 4A All MAIS Team in basketball; and to 
#13 Nic Riemann for making the MAIS 4A All MAIS Team in soccer.

Three East Rankin Academy 
students named MAIS AAAA

Photos special to Pelahatchie News
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Congratulations to Pelahatchie State Powerlifting Champions from this weekends State Powerlifting Competition. 
Lilly Brunt - 3rd place  in weight class  •  Korbin Boydstun - State Champion in weight class   •  Jaterious Loper - 3rd place in weight class

Pelahatchie is proud of all of those who represented the school at the state competition this year. Congratulations on a great season.

Pelahatchie Chiefs powerlifting team places at state competition

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

On the fi rst day of spring break, 
Ever Reaching Community Outreach 
(ERCO) was fortunate to receive in-
credible support from enthusiastic 
students from two partner churches. 
In the morning, students from Mead-
ow Grove Baptist Church volunteered 
their energy and time, followed by an 
eager 6th grade group from Brandon 
First Methodist Church in the after-
noon. They tackled a variety of tasks 
including sorting and organizing do-
nations, arranging pantry items, and 
cleaning the pantry, kitchen and stor-
age area. Their kindness, respectful-
ness, and willingness to serve truly 
impressed everyone involved.
Collaborations like these highlight 

the power of community and shared 
purpose. ERCO would like to thank 
Meadow Grove Baptist Church and 
Brandon First Methodist Church. 
ERCO love y’all! 
“May they experience such per-

fect unity that the world will know 
that you sent me and that you love 
them as much as you love me.” John 
17:23 NLT.

Looking for an activity for chil-
dren that builds confi dence, disci-
pline, and respect — or looking for 
a great workout for adults? Take a 
look at what’s happening at Fusion 
Martial Arts.
Located right in the heart of 

Pelahatchie, Fusion Martial Arts 
has been a part of the community 
since 2004 and is currently enroll-
ing new students for both kids and 
adults classes. Classes are held on 
Mondays and Thursdays, making it 
a convenient option for busy fami-
lies looking for a positive and structured 
activity.
Martial arts training off ers more than 

just physical fi tness. Students learn 
valuable life skills like focus, self-con-
trol, perseverance, and respect for oth-
ers. For kids, it can improve behavior, 
listening skills, and confi dence. For 
adults, it’s a great way to stay active, re-
lieve stress, and learn practical self-de-
fense in a supportive environment.
Fusion Martial Arts is proud to serve 

local families and be part of the Pela-
hatchie community. Supporting local 

businesses like this helps keep this 
small town strong and thriving. When 
residents shop local and participate in 
local programs, it’s investing right back 
into the community.
If looking for a new activity for a child 

or an adult, then consider giving Fusion 
Martial Arts a try. Stop by, learn more 
about the classes, and show some com-
munity support for a local businesses.
For class information, stop by Fusion 

Martial Arts at 503 2nd Street in Pela-
hatchie on class nights — Monday and 
Thursday — and see what they’re all 
about.

Students, local churches support 
ERCO with spring break project

Local business spotlight: Fusion 
Martial Arts in Pelahatchie

Special to Pelahatchie News
Special to Pelahatchie News

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News
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The Crooked Creek Lucky Cutie Corner
Crooked Creek Animal Hospital recently spread some holiday magic with a St. Patrick’s Day photo booth for clinic patients and their owners.
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